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PREFACE 


“The Temples, the houses of our God, when acceptably 
dedicated, become to us the gates of heaven. They are esteem- 
ed most holy unto the Lord of all places upon the earth; 
therein the faithful approach nearest unto God, and obtain 
the greatest fellowship and inspiration of His Holy Spirit.’”! 


The above-quoted words, eloquently uttered by Apostle 
Franklin D. Richards on May 17, 1884, represent the belief of all 
faithful Latter-day Saints, who unlike other Christian peoples, 
endeavor to establish a permanent system of communication 
with their kindred dead in the spirit world and angelic hosts of 
heaven through the performance of sacred ordinances and en- 
dowment ceremonies in holy Temples of God. In the annals of 
Mormon Church history are recorded the many responses made 
by spirit world inhabitants and heavenly personages who come 
from the very presence of Godas they all attend these sacred tem- 
ple ordinances and witness the diligent, untiring efforts of the 
Mormon people to make that eternally binding link between 
heaven and earth. 

It is common knowledge among the Latter-day Saints that a 
veil separates the mortals of this world from the spirit inhabitants 
of the other world; yet when the earthly servants of God enter the 
Temples—‘‘the gates of heaven’”’—then that veil between time 
and eternity and the mortal and the immortal becomes very thin 


1Journal of Discourses, Vol. 25, p. 231. Hereafter this source will 
be abbreviated JD followed by the appropriate volume and 
page number. 


or even removed as the joyous expressions of those in the spirit 
world and the divine dictates of Almighty God and other heavenly 
hosts are manifested here on the earth. 

It is these temple manifestations either felt or beheld by 
many faithful when entering “the gates of heaven” that has 
prompted me to collect these spiritual experiences. I am thankful 
to my Heavenly Father for the noble truths of the Restored 
Gospel which are embodied in the Church’s temple-building 
endeavors and in temple work. These temple manifestations 
signify God’s distinct approval of the temple labors performed by 
His people here upon the earth. Hopefully, these inspiring stories 
will edify the readers as it has me and motivate them to perform 
temple work more diligently on behalf of both the living and the 
dead. 


Joseph Heinerman 


Manti, Utah 
Sunday, March 3, 1974 


CHAPTER I 


TEMPLES IN ANCIENT TIMES 


Temples are erected, and always have been, for sacred or- 
dinance labor, not for Sabbatical gatherings of believers. Syn- 
agogues and churches for such purposes have always existed, and 
do today among all people. But they are simply houses of worship, 
and not sanctuaries where altars for rituals and covenants are 
maintained. All men are free to enter synagogues and churches, 
in both ancient and modern times, and those who comply with 
stipulated rules of conduct were or are permitted to enter 
Temples of the Lord, either in ancient or modern times. 

These sacred edifices wherein the higher ordinances of the 
priesthood are performed have existed since the beginning of 
time. The ancient patriarchs constructed temples under divine 
auspices so that Almighty God could manifest Himself and His 
will to them. One Mormon scholar expresses this viewpoint as 
follows: 


One has only to read the scriptures carefully, particular- 
ly the modern scriptures, to discover that temples must have 
been built and used in great antiquity even in the days of the 
antediluvian patriarchs. In the Doctrine and Covenants, sec- 
tion 124:39, the Lord speaks of his holy house‘ . . . which 
my people are always commanded to build unto my holy 
name.’ And why should not temples be as necessary for the 
giving of holy endowments to the living in the days of the an- 
cient patriarchs as now? Surely the Lord’s requirements for 
the exaltation of men in antiquity would be essentially the 
same as now. 


When one thinks of Enoch and his people who walked 
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with God and were received into his bosom, it seems incredible 
that they should be so received without the temple en- 
dowments usually given to men in holy temples only. . . 1 


Although there has been no direct scriptural declaration 
other than Doctrine and Covenants 124:39— “my holy house, 
which my people are always commanded to build unto my holy 
name” —that Enoch and his righteous people erected temples in 
the city of Zion, latter-day prophets and apostles have made 
references to temples which were constructed in Enoch’s city. 
President Brigham Young stated that “Enoch had Temples and 
officiated therein, .. .2. And Franklin D. Richards of the 
Quorum of the Twelve thought that the Three Nephites had 
received special instructions about the doctrine of translation 
from the people of Enoch prior to their becoming translated. 


This view of the subject brings me to think and to speak a 
word in reference to the three Nephites. They wanted to tarry 
until Jesus came, and that they might He took them into the 
heavens and endowed them with the power of translation, 
probably in one of Enoch’s temples, and brought them back to 
the earth. Thus they received power to live until the coming of 
the Son of Man. I believe He took them to Enoch’s city, and 
gave them their endowments there. I expect that in the city of 
Enoch there are Temples; and will come back with their city, 
their temples, blessings and powers. ° 


The word “temple” (which comes from the Latin 
“templum,” signifying literally “the House of the Lord”) does 
not apply solely to an actual physical structure; but “the 


' Sidney B. Sperry, “Ancient Temples and Their Functions,” 
Improvement Era, Vol. 58, (November 1955), p. 814. 


2 JD 18:303. 
3 [bid., 25:236. 
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designation . . . would include many a holy Bethel rarely con- 
sidered as such. . . . So too,” writes Elder James E. Talmage of 
the Council of Twelve, “Sinai becamea sanctuary, for the mount 
was consecrated as the special abode of the Lord while He com- 
muned with the prophet, and issued His decrees.” 4 

Consequently, as Moses “came to the mountain of God, 
even to Horeb” the Lord commanded him not to come closer, but 
to “put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground.” The Prophet Joseph Smith declared 
that if the people of God are unable to erect a holy structure unto 
God, then higher ordinances could be performed elsewhere as 
divine inspiration dictates. “The rich can only get them [the en- 
dowments] in the Temple,” the Prophet said, “the poor may get 
them on the mountain topas did Moses.”"® —_ Before the Mormon 
pioneers completed the construction of the Salt Lake Temple, 
endowments were performed in the mountains. One account is 
given on Saturday, July 21, 1849, of Addison Pratt, who did not 
have the chance to receive his endowments in Nauvoo, receiving 
this ordinance on Ensign Peak before starting on another mission 
to the Society (Samoan) Islands.’ President Brigham Young 
maintained that “there are places on the earth where the Lord 
can come and dwell (other than temples), if he pleases. They may 
be found on the tops of mountains, or in some cavern or place, 
where sinful man has never marked the soil with his polluted 
feet.’”® 


‘James E. Talmage, The House of the Lord, 1963 ed., p. 17. 
> Exodus 3:15. 


6 Documentary History of the Church, Vol. 4, p. 608. Hereafter 
referred as DHC, followed by the appropriate volume and 
page number. 

7B. H. Roberts, Comprehensive History of the Church, Vol. 3, 
pp. 386, 387. 


®*Deseret News Weekly, Vol. 13. (October 9, 1863). pp. 96-97. 
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Among the divine instructions God gave the great law-giver 
of Israel was the need to erect a sacred structure wherein the very 
sacred ordinances of the higher priesthood could be ad- 
ministered. Latter-day revelation tells us that Moses attempted to 
get the children of Israel to accept the higher priesthood and 
receive the holy ordinances which he had received on that holy 
place— “the mountain of God’—before he beheld God’s 
presence. 


Therefore, in the ordinances thereof, the power of 
godliness is manifest. And without the ordinances thereof, 
and the authority of the priesthood, the power of godliness is 
not manifest unto men in the flesh; For without this no man 
can see the face of God, even the Father, and live. Now this 
Moses plainly taught to the children of Israel in the 
wilderness, and sought diligently to sanctify his people that 
they might behold the face of God; . . . ° 


To accomplish this great spiritual task, Moses built a crude 
tent for sacred purposes according to a heavenly pattern, “And 
look that thou make it after its pattern, which was shewed thee in 
the mount.” !° [It was in this crudely-constructed yet divinely- 
accepted tent, later to be know as the Tabernacle, that the 
children of Israel were administered and received the sacred or- 
dinances of the higher priesthood. 


And again, verily I say unto you, how shall your washings be 
acceptable unto me, except ye perform them in a house which 
you have built in my name? For, for this cause 1 commanded 
Moses that he should build a tabernacle, that they should bear 
it with them in the wilderness, and to build a house in the land 
of promise, that those ordinances might be revealed which 
had been hid from before the world was. ™ 


* Doctrine and Covenants 84:20-23. Hereafter cited as D&C. 
Exodus 25:40. 
4 D&C 124:37-38. 
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Hence, that Tabernacle in the wilderness was commonly 
known and referred to by Moses’ successors as “the house of the 
Lord.” It was in that sacred structure that the glorious power 
of God was manifested. A cloud rested upon “the house of the 
Lord” by day and a pillar of fire by night “and the glory of the 
Lord filled the tabernacle.” ? 

Probably the most famous temple to be constructed was 
Solomon’s Temple. With gold and silver and other materials, the 
king built a most lavish temple to the Lord. It was completed in 
seven and one-half years. President Brigham Young stated “‘that 
Solomon built a Temple for the purpose of giving en- 
dowments; . . .”'* in other words, the sacred temple or- 
dinances which were administered in Moses’ Tabernacle in the 
wilderness were also performed in Solomon’s Temple. After the 
dedicatory prayer was delivered by Solomon, the glory of God was 
manifested to such a great extent that not even the high priests 
could enter the House of the Lord. 


Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the 
fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offer- 
ing and the sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord filled the 
house. And the priests could not enter into the house of the 
Lord, because the glory of the Lord had filled the Lord’s 


house. 


Not only did God manifest his glorious power in the first two 
temples of recorded religious history; but the glory of God rested 
upon His chosen people in that third great House of the Lord, 
Herod’s Temple, otherwise known as the Temple of Jerusalem, 
where Christianity of the New Testament era had its primary in- 
ception on that memorable Day of the Pentecost. In the book of 


1 Joshua 6:4. 

18 Exodus 40:34,38. 
14 ID 18:303. 

15 I] Chronicles 7:1-2. 
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Acts in the Bible it says: 


And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all 
with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a 
sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled 
all the house where they were sitting. And they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance. ® 


The early Christians were gathered together “with one accord” in 
the Temple of God as it states elsewhere: 


And they, continuing daily with one accord in the tem- 
ple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their 
meat with gladness and singleness of heart. Praising God, 
and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to 
the church daily such as should be saved." 


Elaborating upon the previously-mentioned scriptures, Apostle 
Orson Pratt said: 


It will be remembered that on the morning of the day of 
Pentecost about 120 disciples had received this spirit. On that 
account, while assembled in the temple, it operated so power- 
fully upon them, that the illiterate and unlearned were 
enabled to speak in different languages.'* 


Even before the immortalized Pentecostal occurrence had 
taken place, there were divine manifestations in the Temple of 
Jerusalem, Luke, the ancient historian, recorded of the 
appearance of the angel Gabriel to Zacharias, a temple high priest, 
to prophesy concerning the future birth of John the Baptist. 


6 Acts 2:1-4. 
1 Acts 2:46-47. 
8 JD 19:169. 
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According to the custom of the priest’s office, his lot was 
to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. And 
the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the 
time of incense. And there appeared unto him an angel of the 
Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 


Fear overwhelmed him; and the angel made him mute because of 
his unbelief. 


And the people waited for Zacharias, and marvelled 
that he tarried so long in the temple. And when he came out, 
he could not speak unto them: and they perceived that he had 
seen a vision in the temple: for he beckoned unto them, and 
remained speechless.'® 


That the Temple at Jerusalem played a very major role in the 
establishment of Christ’s Primitive Church is attested to by both 
ancient and modern-day revelation. The Savior Himself 
designated the Temple as a holy house of prayer where the blind 
and lame were instantly healed. 


And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all 
them that sold and bought in the Temple, and overthrew the 
tables of the moneychangers. and the seats of them that sold 
doves. And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be 
called the house of prayer, but ye have made it a den of 
thieves. And the blind and the lame came to him in the tem- 
ple; and he healed them.”° 


And Luke writes that the Savior “taught daily in the temple.””2! 
The Savior’s chief apostles and successors, Peter, James, 

and John, according to President Joseph Fielding Smith, the 

tenth president of the Church,received their endowments on the 


19 Luke 1:9-11, 21-22. 
20 Matthew 21:12-14 
2 Acts 19:47. 
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Mount of Transfiguration.” So the apostolic heads of the early 
Christian or Primitive Church were well qualified to officiate in 
the temple of God in Jerusalem at the time of the great 
pentecostal miracle. In fact, these three apostles continued that 
same sacred practice which their Master, Jesus Christ, had done; 
namely, healing the lame while attending ceremonies at the tem- 
ple. 


Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at 
the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. And a certain man 
lame from his mother’s womb was carried, whom they laid 
daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to 
ask alms of them that entered into the temple; Who seeing 
Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms. 
And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look 
on us. And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive 
something of them. Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I 
none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. And he took him by the 
right hand, and lifted him up; and immediately his feet and 
ankle bones received strength. And he leaping up stood, and 
walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and 
leaping, and praising God. And all the people saw him walk- 
ing and praising God; And they knew that it was he which sat 
for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they were 
filled with wonder and amazement at that which had happen- 
ed unto him.” 


Consequently, the fact has been established that the 
Judaism or Hebrew faith of Old Testament times revolved around 
those glorious spiritual events and heavenly manifestations 
which transpired in such sacred structures as Moses’ Tabernacle 


® Doctrines of Salvation, Vol. 2, p. 165. 
3 Acts 3:1-10. 
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in the wilderness and the lavishly-constructed Temple of 
Solomon. The truth is also established that primitive Christianity 
had its literal inception in the House of the Lord at Jerusalem 
commencing with the angelic visitation of Gabriel to Zacharias, 
continuing on with Christ’s healing the blind and the lame and 
teaching daily his disciples, and culminating with the pentecostal 
miracle and the apostles’ healing the lame man at the gate called 
Beautiful; in other words, both Old Testament Judaism and New 
Testament Christianity were built upon the foundation of temple 
manifestations—those great spiritual manifestations which 
transpired in the Temple of God. 


CHAPTER II 


PENTECOSTAL DAYS — 
THE KIRTLAND TEMPLE 


The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, more com- 
monly known as the Mormon Church, is the only claimant of all 
modern-day Christian churches to occurrences of a divine nature 
which parallel the temple manifestations of both the early Chris- 
tian church of the New Testament era and the ancient Hebrew 
religion of Old Testament times. It was during the Kirtland 
period of Mormon Church history that the great pentecostal 
miracles and spiritual manifestations which had transpired in 
previous gospel dispensations commenced during this Last 
Dispensation—and these latter-day temple manifestations have 
continued on down to our present day. 

It was the Lord’s ultimate desire that many faithful Latter- 
day Saints should be the worthy recipients of those same spiritual 
blessings and pentecostal endowments of power which the New 
Testament saints had received. Even as early as December 27th, 
1832, the Lord explicitly commanded in a revelation sometimes 
called the “Olive Leaf’ that the Saints should erect a temple: 
“Organize yourselves; prepare every needful thing; and establish 
a house, even a house of prayer, a house of fasting, a house of 
faith, a house of Jearning, a house of glory, a house of order, a 
house of God;. . .”! And again on June Ist, 1833, the Lord 
gave the following instructions concerning the construction of a 
temple: ‘Yea, verily I say unto you, I gave you a commandment 
that you should build a house, in the which house I design to en- 


1 D&C 88:119. 


22 Temple Manifestations 


dow those whom I have chosen with power from on high; For this 
is the promise of the Father unto you; therefore | command you 
to tarry, even as mine apostles at Jerusalem.” In May of 1834, 
Oliver Cowdery stressed the importance of a House of God as a 
place where pentecostal miracles could occur: “Within that 
house, God shall pour out his Spirit in great majesty and glory, 
and encircle his people with fire more gloriously and 
marvelously than at Pentecost.” * 

The Prophet Joseph Smith beheld the structural pattern of 
the Kirtland Temple in a heavenly vision prior to its construc- 
tion. One witness to the event relates: 


About this time Frederick G. Williams, one of President 
Smith’s counsellors, came into the Temple, when the follow- 
ing dialogue took place in my presence. 

Carpenter Rolph said, ‘Doctor, what do you think of the 
House?” 

He answered, ‘It looks to me like the pattern precisely.’ 
He then related the following: 

“Joseph received the word of the Lord for him to take his 
two counsellors Williams and Rigdon and come before the 
Lord, and He would show them the plan or model of the 
House to be built. We went upon our knees, called on the 
Lord, and the Building appeared within viewing distance: I 
being the first to discover it. 

“Then all of us viewed together. 

“After we had taken a good look at the exterior, the 
building seemed to come right over us, and the Makeup of this 
Hall seemed to coincide with what I there saw to a minutia.” 

Joseph was accordingly enabled to dictate to the 
mechanics, and his counsellors stood as witnesses; and this 


® D&C 95:8-9. 


5 Letter of Oliver Cowdery to John F. Boynton at Saca, Maine, 
written May 6, 1834. 
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was strictly necessary in order to satisfy the spirit of unbelief 
in consequence of the weakness or childishness of the Brethren 
of those days.* 


In a sermon given April 6th, 1853, Brigham Young said that 
the pattern of the Kirtland Temple was revealed to the Prophet 
Joseph Smith: ‘Soon after, the Church, through our beloved 
Prophet Joseph, was commanded to build a Temple to the Most 
High, in Kirtland, Ohio, and this was the next House of the Lord 
we hear of on the earth, since the days of Solomon’s Temple. 
Joseph not only received a revelation and commandment to build 
a Temple, but he received a pattern, also, as did Moses for the 
Tabernacle, and Solomon for his Temple; for without a pattern, 
he could not know what was wanting, having never seen one, and 
not having experienced its use.”"> | Apostle Orson Pratt echoed 
the same idea concerning Joseph Smith’s having envisioned the 
physical appearance of the Kirtland Temple: “God revealed the 
pattern according to which that house should be built, pointing 
out the various courts and apartments, telling the size of the 
house, the order of the pulpits, and in fact everything pertaining 
to it was clearly pointed out by revelation. God gave a vision of 
these things, not only to Joseph, but to several others, and they 
were strictly commanded to build according to the pattern 
revealed from the heavens.”*® And later he said: “When the 
Lord commanded this people to build a house in the land of 
Kirtland, he gave them the pattern by vision from heaven, and 
commanded them build that house according to that pattern and 
order; to have the architecture, not in accordance with architec- 
ture devised by men, but to have everything constructed in that 
house according to the heavenly pattern that He by His voice had 


* Truman O. Angell, Autobiography, pp. 4-5. 
P70 2:31. 
§ [bid., 13:357, 
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inspired to his servants.””? 


After its construction the Kirtland Temple became the site 
of many spiritual experiences and heavenly manifestations. In 
January, 1836, a series of important meetings, attended by the 
Prophet Joseph and his associates, were held in the west attic 
rooms in the temple, during which visions and revelations were 
received by the participants. In his vision of the Celestial 
Kingdom, the Prophet recorded: 


The heavens were opened upon us, and I beheld the 
celestial kingdom of God, and the glory thereof, whether in 
the body or out I cannot tell. I saw the transcendent beauty of 
the gate through which the heirs of that kingdom will enter, 
which was like circling flames of fire; also the blazing throne 
of God, whereon was seated the Father and the Son. I saw the 
beautiful streets of that kingdom, which had the appearance 
of being paved with gold. I saw Fathers Adam and Abraham, 
and my father and mother, by brother Alvin, that has long 
since slept, and marvelled how it was that he had obtained an 
inheritance in that kingdom, seeing that he had departed this 
life before the Lord had set His hand to gather Israel the se- 
cond time, and had not been baptized for the remission of sins. 

Thus came the voice of the Lord unto me, saying— ‘All 
who have died without a knowledge of this Gospel, who 
would have received it if they had been permitted to tarry, 
shall be heirs of the celestial kingdom of God; also all that 
shall die henceforth without a knowledge of it, who would 
have received it with all their hearts, shall be heirs of that 
kingdom, for I, the Lord, will judge all men according to their 
works, according to the desire of their hearts. 

And I also beheld that all children who die before they 
arrive at the years of accountability, are saved in the celestial 
kingdom of heaven....® 


"Ibid., 14:273. 
8 DHC 2:380-381. 
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Others at the meetings beheld divine manifestations from 
heaven. Under the date of January Ist, 1836, the Prophet recorded 
that “many of my brethren who received the ordinance with me 
saw glorious visions also. . . . Some of them saw the face of the 
Savior, and others were ministered unto by holy angels, and the 
spirit of prophecy and revelation was poured out in mighty 
power; ...”* And at a meeting held the following day, 
January 22nd, 1836, the Prophet wrote: 


The heavens were opened unto Elder Sylvester Smith, 
and he, leaping up, exclaimed: “The horsemen of Israel and 
the chariots thereof.”” . . . President Rigdon arose to con- 
clude the services of the evening by invoking the blessing of 
heaven upon the Lord’s anointed, which he did in an eloquent 
manner; the congregation shouted along hosanna: the gift of 
tongues fell upon us in a mighty power, angels mingled their 
voices with ours, while their presence was in our midst, and 
unceasing praises swelled our bosoms for the space of half-an- 
hour. I then observed to the brethren, that it was time to retire, 
We accordingly closed our interview and returned home at 
about two o'clock in the morning, and the Spirit and visions of 
God attended me through the night."° 


One early church member left this interesting account of a 
meeting held on January 28th, 1836: 


The Lord blessed His people abundantly in that Temple, 
with the Spirit of prophecy; the ministering of angels, visions, 
etc. | will here relate a vision which was shown to me. It was 
near the close of the endowments. I was in a meeting for in- 
struction in the upper part of the Temple, with about a hun- 
dred of the High Priests, Seventies and Elders. The Saints felt 
to shout “Hosannah’.”’ and the Spirit of God rested upon me 


® Ibid., 382. 
10 [bid., 383. 
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in mighty power and I beheld the room lighted up with a 
peculiar light such as I had never seen before. It was soft and 
clear and the room looked to me as though it had neither roof 
nor floor to the building and I beheld the Prophet Joseph and 
Hyrum Smith and Roger Orton enveloped in the light: Joseph 
exclaimed aloud, “I behold the Savior, the Son of God.” 
Hyrum said, “I behold the angels of heaven.” Brother Orton 
exclaimed, “I behold the chariots of Israel.” All who were in 
the room felt the power of God to that degree that many 
prophesied, and the power of God was made manifest, the 
remembrance of which will remain with me while I live upon 
the earth,!! 


And one Mormon historian leaves this memorable account 
of the events which also occurred on January 28th, 1836: 


In a meeting of the Twelve Apostles and Seventy, held 
January 28th, “Sylvester Smith saw a pillar of fire rest down 
and abide upon the heads of the quorum,”’ and “Elder Roger 
Orton saw a mighty angel riding upon a horse of fire, with a 
flaming sword in his hand, followed by five others, encircle 
the house, and protect the Saints, even the Lord’s anointed, 
from the power of Satan and a host of evil spirits, which were 
striving to disturb the Saints. President William Smith, one of 
the Twelve, saw the heavens opened, and the Lord’s anointed. 
President Zebedee Coltrin, one of the seven presidents of the 
Seventy, saw the Savior extended before him, as upon the 
cross, and, a little after, crowned, with glory upon his head, 
above the brightness of the sun.”’ 


In a meeting of the Quorum of Seventy held February 6th, 
1836, 


'' Labors in the Vineyard: Twelfth Book of the Faith-Promoting 
Series, p. 67. 


® Andrew Jenson, The Historical Record, Vol. 5, p. 66. 
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- many arose and spoke, testifying that they were 
filled with the Holy Ghost, which was like fire in their bones, 
so that they could not hold their peace, but were constrained to 
cry hosanna to God and the Lamb, and glory in the highest. 
President William Smith, one of the Twelve, saw a vision of 
the Twelve, and Seven in council together, in old England, 
and prophesied that a great work would be done by them in 
the old countries, and God was already beginning to work in 
the hearts of the people. Zebedee Coltrin, one of the Seven, 
saw a vision of the Lord’s host. And others were filled with the 
Spirit, and spake with tongues and prophesied. This was a 
time of rejoicing long to be remembered.'? 


March 27th, 1836, the day of the dedication of the Kirtland 
Temple, was one of the more memorable days in the annals of 
Mormon Church history. That day was, according to the diaries 
and journals of many who were in attendance at the dedicatory 
services, a latter-day Day of Pentecost. Eliza R. Snow, one 
eyewitness to the glorious events, wrote: “The ceremonies of 
that dedication may be rehearsed, but no mortal language can 
describe the heavenly manifestations of that memorable day. 
Angels appeared to some, while a sense of divine presence was 
realized by al! present, and each heart was filled with ‘joy inex- 
pressible and full of glory.’ "'* William Draper, a counselor in 
one of the Aaronic Priesthood quorums, affirmed that the power 
of God was manifested so greatly “that my pen is inadequate to 
write it full or my tongue to express it. But I will here say that the 
Spirit was poured out and came like a mighty rushing wind and 
filled the house, that many that were present spoke in tongues 
and had visions and saw angels and prophesied; and hada general 
time of rejoicing such as had not been known in this 


generation.” 
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During the dedicatory services, some divine manifestations 
occurred. “President Frederick G. Williams arose and testified 
that while President Rigdon was making his first prayer, an angel 
entered the window and took his seat between Father Smith and 
himself, and remained there during the prayer,” '* wrote the 
Prophet Joseph. Later Heber C. Kimball stated that both the 
Prophet’s father and Frederick G. Williams “had a fair view of his 
person. He was a very tall personage, black eyes, white hair, and 
stoop shouldered; his garment was whole extending to near his 
ankles; on his feet he had sandals. He was sent as a messenger to 
accept of the dedication.’”!7 However, Lydia Knight stated that 
the Prophet Joseph Smith informed those in attendance that the 
angel was Jesus Christ discernible by the dress he wore. ‘Joseph 
said that the personage was Jesus, as the dress described was that 
of our Savior, it being in some respects different to the clothing of 
the angels."* Edward Partridge corroborated her testimony 
with the following statement: ‘Doctor F. G. Williams saw an 
angel, or rather the Savior during the forenoon services.””!9 And 
Apostle George A. Smith, in verifying both Lydia Knight’s and 
Edward Partridge’s recorded testimonies, related these 
miraculous occurrences which transpired on March 27th, 1836: 


On the first day of the dedication, President Frederick 
G. Williams, one of the Counsellors to the Prophet, and who 
occupied the upper pulpit, bore testimony that the Savior, 
dressed in his vesture without seam, came into the stand and 
accepted of the dedication of the house, that he saw him, and 
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gave a description of his clothing and all things pertaining to 
it. . . Many individuals bore testimony that they saw 
angels, and David Whitmer bore testimony that he saw three 
angels passing up the south aisle, and there came a shock on 
the house like the sound of a mightly rushing wind, and 
almost every man in the house arose, and hundreds of them 
were speaking in tongues, prophesying or declaring visions, 
almost with one voice.” 


From 9:00 a.m. in the morning until well into the late even- 
ing the power and glory of God was manifested in the House of 
God at Kirtland. When comparing these spiritual events with the 
Day of Pentecost of New Testament times, the Prophet reported: 
“Brother George A. Smith arose and began to prophesy, when a 
noise was heard like the sound of a rushing mighty wind, which 
filled the Temple, and all the congregation simultaneously arose, 
being moved upon by an invisible power; many began to speak in 
tongues and prophesy; others saw glorious visions; and I beheld 
the Temple was filled with angels, which fact | declared to the 
congregation. The people of the neighborhood came running 
together (hearing an unusual sound within, and seeing a bright 
light like a pillar of fire resting upon the Temple), and were 
astonished at what was taking place. This continued until the 
meeting closed at eleven p.m.”*! In referring to this incident, 
Apostle George A. Smith testified that “‘on the evening after the 
dedication of the Temple, hundreds of the brethren received the 
ministering of angels, saw the light and personages of angels, and 
bore testimony of it. They spake in new tongues, and had a 
greater manifestation of the power of God than that described by 
Luke on the day of Pentecost.” ” 

Levi Jackman, who attended the dedicatory services, told of 
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how the sick were healed in the Temple of God: 


The House was dedicated on Sunday, the 27th, March, 
1836. After which and in the course of the same week Elders 
received their endowments and I think it was as great a thing 
as it was at the day of Pentecost with the apostles; for cloven 
tongues of fire rested on many and they spoke with tongues 
and prophesied. And the sick was healed, the lame was made 
to walk. 

And one who had the devil cast out of him, who had been 
possessed for four years, and was confined with chains. He 
would bite pieces out of his own flesh like a beast and would 
curse God and the angels . . . When the devil was cast out, 
he immediately became calm. They took his chains off and he 
was like another man. Angels appeared to many and great 
and marvelous things took place in these days.” 


Benjamin Brown, another member who attended the dedica- 
tion, observed: 


Hundreds of Elders spoke in tongues, but many of them being 
young in the Church, and never having witnessed the 
manifestation of this gift before, felt a little alarmed. This 
caused the Prophet Joseph Smith to pray the Lord to withhold 
the Spirit. Joseph then instructed them on the nature of the gift 
of tongues, and the operation of the Spirit generally. 

We had a most glorious and never-to-be-forgotten time. 
Angels were seen by numbers present. . . .*4 


Apostle Erastus Snow gave the following account of the 
miraculous events: 
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The number of all that were anointed and blessed was 
about 360 and when all were anointed the blessings were 
sealed by the Presidency; then we all (like Israel did when 
they surrounded Jericho) with one voice gave a loud shout of 
Hosannah, Hosannah, Hosannah to God and the Lamb, 
amen, amen and amen. When this was done the Holy Ghost 
shed forth upon us: some spoke in tongues, some interpreted, 
others prophesied, some received visions of the judgements 
that were to be poured out upon this generation. Others saw 
Zion in her glory and angels came and worshipped with us 
and some saw them, yea even twelve legions of them the 
chariots of Israel and the horsemen thereof; . . . 

And it came to pass that all the Lord’s anointed 
assembled in the Lord’s house and received the ordinance of 
the washing of feet and they continued their meeting from 
morning until evening and from evening until morning and 
the angels of the Lord appeared unto them and cloven tongues 
like fire sat upon many of them and they prophesied and 
spoke with other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance and 
in the evening they ate the passover and feasted upon bread 
and wine until they were filled and after these things were 
over the disciples went from house to house breaking bread 
and eating it with joyful hearts being filled with the spirit of 
prophecy and the sick were healed and the devils were cast 
out.25 
Prescindia Huntington enjoyed, along with her sister Zina,a 

number of spiritual gifts which were manifested during the 
Kirtland Temple dedication. 


In Kirtland, we enjoyed many very great blessings, and 
often saw the power of God manifested. On one occasion I saw 
angels clothed in white walking upon the temple. It was dur- 
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Office. 


32 


Temple Manifestations 


ing one of our monthly fast meetings, when the Saints were in 
the temple worshipping. A little girl came to my door in 
wonder and called me out, exclaiming, ““The meeting is on 
the top of the meeting house.” I went to the door, and there I 
saw on the temple angels clothed in white covering the roof 
from end to end. They seemed to be walking to and fro; they 
appeared and disappeared. The third time they appeared and 
disappeared before I realized that they were not mortal men. 
Each time in a moment they vanished, and their 
reappearance was the same. This was in broad daylight, in 
the afternoon. A number of the children saw the same. 

When the brethren and sisters came home in the evening, 
they told of the power of God manifested in the temple that 
day, and of the prophesying and speaking in tongues. It was 
also said, in the interpretation of tongues, “that the angels 
were resting down upon the house.” 

At another fast meeting I was in the Temple with my 
sister Zina. The whole of the congregation were on their 
knees, praying vocally, for such was the custom at the close of 
the meetings when Father Smith presided; yet there was no 
confusion; the voices of these congregation mingled softly 
together. While the congregation was thus praying, we both 
heard, from one corner of the room above our heads, a choir of 
angels singing most beautifully. They were invisible to us, but 
myriads of angelic voices seemed to be united in singing some 


song of Zion, and their sweet harmony filled the temple of 
God. 


We were also in the temple at the pentecost. In the mor- 
ning Father Smith prayed for a pentecost, in opening the 
meeting. That day the power of God rested mightily upon the 
saints. There was poured out upon us abundantly the spirit of 
revelation, prophesying and tongues. The Holy Ghost filled 
the house; and along in the afternoon a noise was heard. It 
was the sound of a mighty rushing wind. But at first the con- 
gregation was startled, not knowing what it was. To many it 
seemed as though the roof was allin flames. Father Smith ex- 
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claimed, “‘Is the house on fire!”’ 

Then the patriarch, clasping his hands, exclaimed, 
“The spirit of God, like a mighty rushing wind!” 

At another time a cousin for ours came to visit us at 
Kirtland. She wanted to go to one of the saints’ fast meetings, 
to hear someone sing or speak in tongues, but she said she ex- 
pected to have a hearty laugh. 

Accordingly we went with our cousin to the meeting, 
during which a Brother McCarter rose and sang a song of 
Zion in tongues; I arose and sang simultaneously with him 
the same tune and words, beginning and ending each verse in 
perfect unison, without varying a word. It was just as though 
we had sung it together a thousand times. 

After we came out of meeting our cousin observed, 
“Instead of laughing, I never felt so solemn in my life.” 


Recalling those same pentecostal events, Elisa R. Snow 
wrote: 


There we had the gift of prophecy—the gift of 
tongues—visions and marvelous dreams were related—the 
singing of heavenly choirs was heard, and wonderful 
manifestations of the Elders, were witnessed. The sick were 
healed—the deaf made to hear—the blind to see and the lame 
to walk, in very many instances. It was plainly manifest that 
a sacred and divine influence—a spiritual atmosphere per- 
vaded that holy edifice. Yes, indeed, for the Son of God, in 
His glory, had honored it with His royal presence. . . . 

I will relate one more remarkable circumstance which 
transpired in that interesting season—a circumstance which 
was not confined to either section of the Temple, but was 
witnessed by the many who were congregated on that day; 
and certainly all now living who were present on that occa- 
sion will remember. It is a testimony of answer to prayer that 
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never can be forgotten. Father Smith presided over the 
meeting in the northwest section of the Temple, and after the 
meeting was opened by singing, he was mouth in prayer, and 
in course of supplication he very earnestly prayed that the 
Spirit of God might be poured out as on the day of 
Pentecost—that it might come ‘as a rushing mighty wind.” 
Some time after, in the midst of the exercises of the forenoon it 
did come; and whether Father Smith had forgotten what he 
prayed for, or whether in the fervency of his heart, when pray- 
ing he did not realize what he prayed for, I never ascertained; 
but when the sound came and filled the house with an expres- 
sion of great astonishment he raised his eyes, exclaiming, 
‘What! Is the house on fire?’ But presently he comprehended 
the cause of his alarm, and was filled with unspeakable 
joy.” 

Truman 0. Angell recorded another miraculous incident 
which occurred on the aftermath of that memorable day of the 
Temple’s dedication. Brother Angell, the architect of the Salt 
Lake Temple, stated that he and Brother Brigham Young beheld 
two heavenly personages acting as sentries to guard the Temple. 


After the building was dedicated, a few of us, some six 
or eight, having Patriarch Joseph Smith, Sr., in company, 
went morning and evening to pray, entering at the West end 
of the Temple and going clear through to the East stand. This 
we enjoyed very much. The stand being enclosed by curtains 
or veils made it quiet by itself and a good place to pray with 
none to molest. One evening, having been in the country, I 
had tried the door and knew they were at prayer. I felt out of 
place and went to my house, but soon came out and met 
Brother Brigham inquiring for Oliver Cowdery. I said I had 
not seen him. 

We walked out towards the Temple, approaching the 
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building on the side which was used for the Prophet Joseph 
and his counselors, a portion of the attic on the East being es- 
pecially appropriated to their use. In the said attic, and right 
over the stand where the Brethren were praying in the Hall 
below were two windows in the gable and to help give light to 
his compartment or room, the windows being 12 to 14 feet 
apart, and unusually high from the floor; being nearly 4 feet 
to the bottom of the lower sash. 

When about ten rods distant we looked up and saw two 
Personages; before each window, leaving and approaching 
each other like guards would do. This continued until quite 
dark. As they were walking back and forth, one turned his 
face to me for an instant; but while they walked to and fro, 
only a side view was visible. 1 have no doubt that the house 
was guarded as I have had no other way to account for it.* 


On Sunday, April 3, 1836, after the administering of the 
sacrament, Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery retired to the 
pulpit, the veils being dropped, and bowed in solemn and silent 
prayer. After rising from prayer, the following vision was opened 
to Joseph and Oliver. 


The veil was taken from our minds, and the eyes of our 
understanding were opened. We saw the Lord standing upon 
the breastwork of the pulpit, before us; and under his feet was 
a paved work of pure gold, in color like amber. His eyes were 
as a flame of fire; the hair of his head was white like the pure 
snow; his countenance shone above the brightness of the sun 
and his voice was as the sound of the rushing of great waters, 
even the voice of Jehovah, . . . 

After this vision closed, the heavens were again opened 
unto us; and Moses appeared before us, and committed unto 
us the keys of the gathering of Israel from the four parts of the 
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earth, and leading of the ten tribes from the land of the north. 

After this, Elias appeared and committed the dispensation of 
the gospel of Abraham, saying that in us and our seed all 
generations after us should be blessed. After this vision had 
closed another great and glorious vision burst upon us; for 
Elijah the prophet, who was taken to heaven without tasting 
death, stood before us, and said: Behold, the time has fully 
come, which was spoken of by the mouth of Malachi— 
testifying that he (Elijah) should be sent, before the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord come—To turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the children, to the fathers, lest the 
whole earth be smitten with a curse—Therefore, the keys of 
this dispensation are committed into your hands; and by this 
ye may know that the Bred and dreadful day of the Lord is 
near, even at the doors.” 


A strong, united feeling of humility, joy, and gratitude per- 
vaded among the participants of the pentecostal events. William 
W. Phelps wrote his wife that “the Lord poured out His spirit in 
such a manner as you never witnessed. When | was speaking, 
which was but a few words, the spirit of the Lord came upon me so 
that I could not speak, and I cried as little children cry in earnest, 
and the tears from my eyes ran in streams; the audience, which 
was the largest ever convened in the room, sobbed and wept 
aloud. There was speaking and singing in tongues and prophesy- 
ing as on the day of Pentecost.”*° Vilate Kimball observed that 
“it was a season of great rejoicing, indeed, to the saints, 

. .”3! Benjamin F. Johnson also noted: “Greatly now was 
the power of God manifested in the gifts of the gospel, and a 
general joy pervaded the hearts of the Saints.’ And Lydia 
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Knight declared: “Cannot we, who are of the late generation, pic- 
ture to ourselves this grand meeting, when Jesus and His angels 
were present and the glory of God was felt like a burning fire? 
What privileges our fathers and mothers enjoyed! How blest were 
they! And as we look back, it seems to us that we could gladly par- 
take of their many and severe trials if we might enjoy their 
glorious blessings.” 

Early members of the Quorum of Twelve Apostles testified 
that their predecessors of the New Testament era, Peter, James, 
and John, appeared in the Temple of God at Kirtland. One apos- 
tle, Erastus Snow, “ ... spoke of . . . Peter, James, and 
John . . . being in the Holy of Holies with golden Keys in their 
hands, in the Arch of the Temple.” And on a number of oc- 
casions Heber C. Kimball testified that ‘the beloved disciple, 
John, was seen in our midst by the Prophet Joseph, Oliver 
Cowdery and others.” ** And on May 18th, 1868, when ad- 
dressing the Provo School of the Prophets, Elder Kimball 
declared that “when the Twelve in a circle were anointed, John 
stoodintheir midst . . .” and that “Peter was in the stand witha 
key in his hand and chain . . . I can bring twenty witnesses to 
prove this. They looked at them for 1% or 2 hours in the Kirtland 
Temple.’ Finally, while delivering a conference address in 
the Salt Lake Tabernacle on February 9th, 1862, Elder Kimball 
described the Apostle Peter’s attire: “ . . . but let me inform 
you that when Peter came and sat in the Temple in Kirtland, he 
had on a neat woolen garment, nicely adjusted round the 


neck.””” 
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Divine manifestations such as visions, prophesying, and the 
singing and speaking in tongues which occurred at the Temple 
were not confined to the dedicatory services alone. The Prophet 
Joseph recorded that several days after the dedication of the 
Temple— 


I left the meeting in the charge of the Twelve, and returned 
about nine o’clock in the evening. The brethren continued ex- 
horting, prophesying, and speaking in tongues until five 
o'clock in the morning. The Savior made His appearance to 
some, while angels ministered to others, and it was a 
Pentecost and an endowment indeed, long to be remembered, 
for the sound shall go forth from this place into all the world, 
and the occurrences of this day shall be handed down upon 
the pages of sacred history, to all generations; as the day of 
Pentecost, so shall this day be numbered and celebrated as a 
year of jubilee, and time of rejoicing to the Saints of the Most 
High God.°* 


After attending one meeting where “the spirit of prophecy 
was poured out upon the assembly and cloven tonges of fire sat 


upon them .. .” and “angels administered to many . . .” 
Heber C. Kimball said: 


This continued several days and was attended by the 
marvelous spirit of prophecy. Every man’s mouth was full of 
prophesying, and for a number of days or weeks our time was 
spent in visiting from house to house, administering bread 
and wine, and pronouncing blessings upon each other to that 
degree, that from the external appearances one would have 
supposed that the last days had truly come, in which the Spirit 
of the Lord was poured out upon all flesh, as far as the Church 
was concerned, for the sons and daughters of Zion were full of 
prophesying . . . During this time many great and 
marvelous visions were seen. ** 
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Wilford Woodruff recorded in his journals some of the 
many marvelous spiritual manifestations: 


January 5, 1837. I repaired to the House of the Lord for 
a prayer meeting at 2 o'clock p.m. We had a good time. One 
man gave an account of the general gathering of Israel in the 
gift of tongues. I interpreted the substance of thesame. . . . 

March 23rd, 1837. I repaired to the House of the 
Lord . . . The time was taken up during the day in each 
apartment in singing, exhortation, and prayer, some had the 
gift of tongues, others an interpretation of tongues, and all 
was in order. The power of God rested upon the people. The 
gifts were poured out upon us. Some had the administering of 
angels; and the image of God sat upon the countenances of 
the Saints. At four o’clock p.m. the veils were all rolled up 
together which brought the whole congregation in full view of 
each other; and, while the presence of the Lord filled the 
house, the congregation of Saints fell upon their knees, and 
all, as one man; vocally poured forth rejoicing. . . . 

April 6th, 1837. This being more particular the day of 
the solemn assembly, or a day that is looked upon annually 
with a feeling of greater interest in celebration of the 6th of 
April, 1830, as upon that day the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints was first organized in this last dispensation 
of the fulness of the times. . . . 

After the First Presidency closed their remarks, the 
Twelve were called upon to break bread for the multitude (as 
Jesus did in the days of the Apostles) that they might be filled. 
They did so; and were all filled and was made glad while 
feasting with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, evangelists, 
pastors, teachers and deacons. After the feast was closed, 
thanks was returned to God with uplifted hands to heaven. 
Being about the setting of the sun, all had the privilege of 
returning to their homes that felt disposed to do so; and the 
rest might spend the night in the house of the Lord in prayer, 
exhortation, praise, and thanksgiving. At about candle light 
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the meeting commenced with great interest. Joseph requested 
the congregation to speak their feelings freely and pray accor- 
ding to the spirit. The saints began to open their mouths; and 
they were filled with language unto edification: one a prayer; 
another an exhortation; some a doctrine and a psalm; others 
the gift of tongues; some the interpretation of tongues. 
Prophecy was also poured out upon us. All things were done 
decently and in order, The night was spent gloriously by the 
saints. Much of the gifts of the gospel rested upon us. One 
brother clothed with the gift of tongues laid his hands upon 
my head and prophesied great blessings upon me. Another 
brother possessing the interpretation of tongues uttered it unto 
me to my joy and consolation with the many blessings 
pronounced upon my head. He rehearsed the blessing that 
Jacob pronounced upon the head of Joseph and said that I 
should possess the blessings of heaven and of earth and be 
much blessed in my ministry, etc. etc. Much prophecy was 
uttered upon the heads of many of the Saints in other 
languages and was interpreted which was glorious. Thus, this 
day and night was spent gloriously; and whose scenes will 
long be remembered.’° 


In 1838 Zerah Pulsipher experienced the following spiritual 
incident which transpired in the Kirtland Temple: 


But when they heard that we were going together and 
would help one another they wanted to join us and get out of 
the Hell of persecution. Therefore, we could not neglect them 
for all there was against them was that they were poor and 
could not help themselves. We continued to receive them till 
we got between five and six hundred on our hands. According 
to our covenant we had got a job on our hands. We counciled 
together from time to time on the subject and came to the con- 
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clusion that we could not effect the purpose short of the 
marvelous power of God by the power of the Priesthood. 
Therefore, we concluded to best go into the Temple in the attic 
story and pray that our Father would open the way and give 
us means to gather with the saints in Missouri which was near 
a thousand miles away. Accordingly, one day while we were 
on our knees in prayer I saw a messenger apparently like an 
old man with white hair down to his shoulders. He was a very 
large man near seven feet high, dressed in a white robe down 
to his ankles. He looked on me then turned his eyes on the 
others and then to me again and spoke and said, “Be one and 
you shall have enough.” This gave us great joy; we im- 
mediately advised the brethren to scatter and work for 
anything that they could get that which would be useful in 
moving to a new country.#! 


Consequently, the spiritual events and pentecostal miracles 
which transpired at the Kirtland Temple established an un- 
precendented landmark which can never be paralleled by the 
churches of modern-day Christendom; namely, the power and 
the glory of Heaven displayed by God at His holy temple upon the 
earth. 
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TRAGEDY AMID TRIUMPH — 
THE NAUVOO TEMPLE 


The ultimate expulsion of the Mormons from Kirtland, Ohio 
and the abandonment of their beloved House of the Lord, the site 
of many spiritual manifestations, did not discourage either 
Joseph Smith or the Saints in their determined efforts to con- 
struct another holy sanctuary of God. In an 1840 epistle “to the 
Saints scattered abroad,” the Prophet expressed his continuing 
interest in temple building. 


It will be necessary for the Saints to hearken to counsel 
and turn their attention to the Church, the establishment of the 
Kingdom, and lay aside every selfish principle, everything 
low and groveling; and stand forward in the cause of truth, 
and assist to the utmost of their power, those to whom has been 
given the pattern and design. Like those who held up the 
hands of Moses, so let us hold up the hands of those who are 
appointed to direct the affairs of the Kingdom, so that they 
may be strengthened, and be enabled to prosecute their great 
designs, and be instrumental in effecting the great work of the 
last days. 

Believing the time has now come, when it is necessary to 
erect a house of prayer, a house of order, a house for the 
worship of our God, where the ordinances can be attended to 
agreeably to His divine will, in this region of the country—to 
accomplish which, considerable exertion must be made, and 
means will be required—and as the work must be hastened in 
righteousness, it behooves the Saints to weigh the importance 
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of these things, in their minds, in all their bearings, and then 
take such steps as are necessary to carry them into operation; 
and arming themselves with courage, resolve to do all they 
can, and feel themselves as much interested as though the 
whole labor depended on themselves alone.’ 


The primary importance of constructing another House of 
the Lord was reiterated to the Prophet by direct revelation. Con- 
cerning the Nauvoo Temple, the Lord Said: 

And verily I say unto you, let this house be built unto my 
name, that I may reveal mine ordinances therein unto my peo- 
ple; For I deign to reveal unto my church things which have 
been kept hid from before the foundation of the world, things 
that pertain to the dispensation of the fulness of times. And I 
will show unto my servant Joseph all things pertaining to this 
house, and the priesthood thereof, and the place whereon it 
shall be built. And ye shall build it on the place where you 
have contemplated building it, for that is the spot which I 
have chosen for you to build it ? 

In his attempts to minimize unforeseen obstacles which 
could possibly retard the work on the temple, the Prophet con- 
stantly made the minds of the Saints aware of the monumental 
project they were currently engaged in. Following the April, 1841 
Church conference, the First Presidency re-emphasized in a 
special epistle to be sent to the Saints abroad the importance of 
building the temple at Nauvoo. “We would call the attention of 
the Saints more particularly to the building of the temple, for on 
its speedy erection great blessings depend. The zeal which is 
manifested by the Saints in this city is, indeed, praiseworthy; 
and, we hope will be imitated by the Saints in the various stakes 
and branches of the Church, and that those who cannot con- 
tribute labor will bring their gold and their silver, their brass and 
their iron, with the pine tree, and box tree, to beautify the 
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same.”? Furthermore, the Prophet recorded an additional 
precautionary measure to ensure the speedy erection of the tem- 
ple: “I gave a certificate to William Weeks to carry out my 
designs and the architecture of the temple in Nauvoo, and that no 
person or persons shall interfere with him or his plans in the 
building of the temple.’’* 

The Prophet Joseph Smith beheld the Nauvoo Temple in vi- 
sion prior to its construction. Concerning this, the Prophet 
recorded: 


In the afternoon, Elder William Weeks (whom I had 
employed as architect of the Temple) came in for instruction. 
1 instructed him in relation to the circular windows designed 
to light the offices in the dead work of the arch between stories. 
He said that round windows in the broad side of a building 
were a violation of all the known rules of architecture, and 
contended that they should be semicircular—that the 
building was too low for round windows. I told him I would 
have the circles, if he had to make the Temple ten feet higher 
than it was originally calculated; that one light at the centre 
of each circular window would be sufficient to light the whole 
room; that when the whole building was thus illuminated the 
effect would be remarkably grand. ‘I wish you to carry out my 
designs. I have seen in vision the splendid appearance of that 
building illuminated, and will have it built according to the 
pattern shown me.’ > 


And a contemporary of the Prophet testified that Joseph 
Smith had the pattern of the Nauvoo Temple revealed to him 
in open vision: “There were a great many questions asked 
Brother Joseph about how he kept the pattern of the temple in his 
mind so perfect, etc. He said: ‘I will answer these questions today. 


3 DHC 4:338-339. 
4 Journal History, April 12, 1843, Church Histoiran’s Office. 
5 DHC 6:196-197. 
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When a true spirit makes known anything to you in the daytime, 
we call it a vision. If it isa true spirit it will never leave you, every 
particular will be as plain fifty years hence as now.’ ”’ ° 

Despite the Prophet’s precautionary measures to prevent 
the obstructions of work on the temple, the forces of darkness un- 
dertook the task of impeding its ultimate construction. Ina futile 
attempt to dissuade one Charles Lambert from laboring on the 
Nauvoo Temple, Lucifer posed as a rich employer of skilled 
mechanics and carpenters: 


So many of the mechanics quit work from sheer necessity 
and went elsewhere to seek employment that the question of 
how and when the Temple was ever to be completed became 
more of a problem every day. 

Charles Lambert and one of his fellow mechanics (W. 
W. Player), who also was an Englishman, and a man of 
faith, discussed this problem between themselves, and volun- 
tarily pledged themselves to continue at work until the Temple 
was built whether they were paid for their services or not. It is 
one thing, however, for a man to deny himself and quite 
another to deny a dependent wife and children the comforts or 
necessities of life. 

Charles Lambert had married the first year of his 
residence in Nauvoo and undertaken the support of two 
brothers and a sister of his wife, who had recently been 
orphaned and were helpless. He felt keenly his responsibility, 
and wished for money as he never had done before. While 
feeling thus he was passing along the street in Nauvoo one 
day when he met a well-dressed, genteel stranger who in- 
quired if his name was Charles Lambert. On being told that it 
was, he said his name was Higgins, and that his home was in 
Missouri. With an ingratiating smile he said, “I have heard 
of your skill as a workman, and want you to go to Missouri 


® Kate Woodhouse Kirkham, Daniel Stillwell Thomas Family 
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and work for me. You are not appreciated or properly paid 
here. If you will quit the Temple and go and work for me you 
can name your own price and you will be sure of your pay. 
You see I have plenty of money with which to pay you.” 
Suiting the action to the word he thrust his hand into his 
pocket, and drew it out full of $10.00 or $20.00 gold pieces, 
which he displayed in a tempting manner, and urged him to 
accept his offer and not to submit any longer to the unfair 
treatment accorded him at that Temple. With a gesture of im- 
patience called forth by the intimation of unfairness, Father 
Lambert thanked the stranger for his offer, but he said he 
couldn't think of accepting it. He said he had no complaint to 
make of his treatment at the Temple, and the price others 
would pay for work they wished done would not influence 
him in the matter, as he intended to continue on at the Temple 
from principle. Bidding the stranger ‘good-day’ he turned to 
continue his walk along the street, but almost immediately the 
query arose in his mind as to how the stranger knew his name, 
and where he got his information from about his skill as a 
mechanic, and turned to take a final look at the stranger, 
when lo! he was nowhere to be seen. He had disappeared as 
completely as if the ground had opened and swallowed him, 
and yet he had not had time by any ordinary means of 
locomotion to get out of sight. His opinion was, and remained 
so up to the day of his death, that he had been talking with no 
other than Satan, the prince of tempters, and though he had 
not yielded to his temptation he was vexed with himself for 
listening to him at all, and especially to his insinuations 
about the Temple management. " 

During his closing years of mortality, the Prophet’s mind 
lingered intently upon that sacred edifice where higher 
priesthood ordinances and temple endowments could be ad- 
ministered to faithful Latter-day Saints. Urgently sensing the 


"Gems of Reminscenes— Seventeenth Book of the Faith- 
Promoting Series, pp. 173-175. 
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dire need to impart these advanced spiritual truths to the 
members of that Quorum, which would succeed him in the 
leadership of the Church should he be martyred, the Prophet 
Joseph conferred upon the Twelve the divine right to administer 
these sacred ordinances upon others. On May 4th, 1842, while 
assembled in a large room above the Prophet’s new store in 
Nauvoo, Joseph Smith elaborated upon the particulars of the 
temple endowment, 
. . instructing them in the principles and order of the 
Priesthood, attending to washings, anointings, endowments 
and the communication of keys pertaining to the Aaronic 
Priesthood, and so on to the highest order of the Melchizedek 
Priesthood, setting forth the order pertaining to the Ancient of 
Days, all those plans and principles by which any one is 
enabled to secure the fulness of those blessings which have 
been prepared for the Church of the Firstborn, and come up 
and abide in the presence of Elohim in the eternal worlds. In 
this council was instituted the ancient order of things for the 
first time in these last days.° 


Apostle Parley P. Pratt, one of the Prophet's intimate 
associates reported that Joseph said: ‘I know not why; but for 
some reason | am constrained to hasten my preparations, and to 
confer upon the Twelve all the ordinances, keys, covenants, en- 
dowments, and sealing ordinances of the priesthood, and so set 
before them a pattern in all things pertaining to the sanctuary and 
the endowment therein.” And President Brigham Young, who 
was also intimately associated with the Prophet in this work, later 
said of the institution of the endowment ceremony at Nauvoo: 


We went into the large room over the store in Nauvoo, 
Joseph Smith divided up the room the best thathe could, . . . 


SDHC 9:1. 
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gave us our instructions as we passed along from one depart- 
ment toanother, . . . And after wehad got through, Brother 
Joseph turned to me and said, “Brother Brigham, this is not 
arranged right, but we have done the best we could under the 
circumstances in which we are placed, and I want you to take 
this matter in hand and organize and systematize all these 
ceremonies .. .” I did so and each time I got something 
more so that when we went through the Temple at Nauvoo I 
understood and knew how to place them there.!° 
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Consequently, higher priesthood ordinances and temple en- 


dowments were performed in the Nauvo Temple—the second 
House of the Lord constructed by members of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The recipients of these sacred 
ceremonies testified of the heavenly calm and divine tranquility 
which naturally accompanied these marvelous temple ex- 
periences. One participant in the endowment ceremonies record- 


ed: 


lop, 


ug, 


On Wednesday the 10th day of December, 1845, the 
Twelve commenced the washing and anointing in the Temple 
of the Lord! On Friday, the 12th, Brother William Weeks 
came to me and said he wanted me to go home and prepare 
myself and wife and come to the Temple at 12 o'clock a.m. 
noon ready to receive our endowments. We most joyfully com- 
plied with the request, and at about 5 o'clock p.m. we were 
washed and anointed in the House of the Lord. It was the most 
interesting scene of all my life and one that afforded the most 
peace and joy that we had ever experienced since we were 
married, which has been over fifteen years. ™! 


There were times, too, when spiritual manifestations attend- 
ed the endowment ceremonies. One witness to these events 
wrote: 


John Nuttall Diary, February 7, 1877. 
Edward Jacob, The Record of Norton Jacob, p. 15. 
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Friday, January 9, 1846. I stayed all night in the Tem- 
ple of the Lord. The Spirit of God seemed to fill the House and 
cause every heart to rejoice with a joy unknown to the world of 
mankind, for the Lord manifested himself to his saints. 
January 15 & 16 I labored in the Temple assisting in the en- 
dowments. The Spirit of the Lord filled the House insomuch 
that the brethren shouted for joy. Brother Orson Spencer said 
he could no longer contain himself. President Young told him 
to speak; and he opened his mouth and spoke in power and 
demonstration of the Spirit of God. 


One Latter-day Saint recorded that he had a remarkable vi- 
sion in the temple: 


Sunday, March 22nd, 1846. I went to my Seventies 
Quorum meeting in the Nauvoo Temple. The whole quorum 
being present consisting of fifteen members, . . . Dressing 
ourselves in the order of the Priesthood we called upon the 
Lord, his spirit attended us, and the visions were opened to our 
view, | was, as it were, lost to myself and beheld the earth reel 
to and fro and was moved out of its place. Men fell to the earth 
and their life departed from them, and great was the scene of 
destruction upon all the face of the land, and at the close 
thereof, there appeared a great company as it were of saints 
coming from the west, as I stood with my back passing to the 
east and the scripture was fulfilled which saith, “Come, see 
the desolation which the Lord hath made in the earth”’; and 
the company of the saints who had been hid as it were, from 
the earth; and I beheld other things which were glorious while 
the power of God rested down upon me. Others also beheld 
angels and the glory of God . . . The sacrament was ad- 
ministered. Our joy increased by the gift of tongues and 
prophecy by which great things were spoken and made known 
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to us," 


And another Saint made the following observation about the 
Nauvoo Temple: 


Most of the Saints, men and women, had the privilege of 
receiving their endowments, learning the order of the 
priesthood, and the fall and redemption of man, in the Tem- 
ple, in the City of Joseph. I think it was in the month of 
January that I and my brother, Charles, received our en- 
dowments. The building was filled up in the nicest style. It 
was built according to the pattern that the Lord gave to 
Joseph. It was accepted of the Lord, and His holy angels have 
ministered unto many therein . . ."* 

Among the many profound spiritual doctrines pertaining to 
temple work which were introduced by the Prophet Joseph Smith 
prior to the completion of the temple was “‘baptism for the dead.” 
One of the Prophet’s biographers writes concerning this doc- 
trine: 

Colonel Seymour Brunson, one of the first elders in the 
Church, who had always been a “lively stone in the building 
of the Kingdom God,” died in “the triumph of faith,” at the 
age of 40. John Smith writing his son George A., serving as a 
missionary in England, mentioned the death of Elder Brun- 
son. “He died very happy,” he wrote, “David Patten came 
after him, he said, with a convoy of angels.” The The Prophet 
preached the funeral sermon August 10, 1840, and spoke on 
the subject of baptism for the dead. . . '* 


This temple ordinance was later performed in a font in the 
Temple and has been an established church practice since that 


8 Journal Book of Samuel Whitney Richards, Book No. 2, pp. 7-8. 

4John Pulsipher’s Account cited in E. Cecil McGavin, The 
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time. Among the multipurpose functions connected with the tem- 

ple was that of baptism of church members for the purposes 
of healing. An epistle of the Twelve Apostles published in an early 
Church publication dated January 15, 1845, describes the temple 
and comments on the temporary font that had recently been 
removed for replacement by the permanent one. It states: “ 
There was a font erected in the basement of the temple, for the 
baptism of the dead, the healing of the sick, and other pur- 
poses.” "6 

According to William Clayton, the practice commenced on 

the day the temporary font was dedicated. He writes: 


Brother Samuel Rolfe, who was seriously afflicted with 
a felon upon one of his hands, was present. President Smith 
instructed him to wash in the font and told him that the hand 
would be healed. The doctors had told him that he could not 
recover before spring, and had advised him to have his hand 
cut off. He dipped his hand in the font, and within a week he 
was perfectly healed. 

After this time baptisms were continued in the font, and 
many Saints realized great blessings—both spiritually and 
bodily. "" 

Another early Church organ stated that many miraculous 
healings that followed baptism occurred in the year 1841: 

“In the fall of 1841 a baptismal font was built in the base- 
ment of the temple . . . It was built for the baptisms for the 
dead. 

“The first person officiating for the dead in this font was 
Reuben McBride. Several miraculous cures from disease follow- 
ed the observance of the sacred rite, strengthening the faith of 
the Saints.” 


Times and Seasons, January 15, 1845, Vol. 6, p. 779. 
"Andrew Jenson, The Historical Record, Vol. 8, p. 862. 
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The conference minutes of April 6, 1842, record “ . . . 
Baptisms for the dead, and for the healing of the body must be in 
the font. . 2°" 

It was during the Nauvoo period of Mormon Church history 
that many higher spiritual truths pertaining to the salvation and 
exaltation of all men, both living and deceased, were expounded 
to the enlightened members; and the Nauvoo Temple became the 
site where sacred temple ordinances which flourished anciently 
were performed for the benefit of all mankind. The doctrine of 
baptism for the dead, referred to by the Prophet as ‘‘a very bold 
doctrine” yet ‘‘one of the ordinances of the house of the Lord 

”"21 was preached and practiced in the most famous of an- 
ieut fierapless Solomon’s Temple. George Q. Cannon, a close 
associate of the Prophet said: ‘‘the idea of building a Temple or 
temples to the Most High God, in which ordinances shall be per- 
formed for the living and the dead strikes the people as something 
strange and fanatical. But let me ask, what was the object of 
building a temple in the days of Solomon . . . ?”?? The temple 
endowment, another very bold doctrine comprehended only by 
spiritually-enlightened people, was likewise administered in 
Solomon's Temple. President Brigham Young said: “Tt is true 
that Solomon built a Temple for the purpose of giving en- 
dowments, but from what we can learn of the history of that time 
they gave very few. . . endowments, . . . "3 

The Nauvoo Temple, although ultimately demolished in the 
course of time has been immortalized in the pages of sacred 
history as the one House of God where the higher priesthood or- 
dinances and advanced spiritual verities were manifested unto 
the Lord’s chosen people. 


18Times and Seasons, April 6, 1842, Vol. 3, p. 763. 
> D&C 128:9. 
1 DHC 5:424. 
27D 14: 126. 
28 JD 18:303. 


Da ore fen 
‘ ane > - 
are He aby = 
vee ried hp 

Ve TRS ey, See 


. ‘Tt ee ee 
bs 
- <¥% Seinhe ts re Oh og wee 
» i oo apt el he aS Mes 


stam sled oi abenaety 
eee. ty to 

en epee ali es 

= (cr Agll ser tgmiergie 60 

eo yeas ee ath 


CHAPTER IV 


AN ALTAR IN THE WILDERNESS — 
THE ST. GEORGE TEMPLE 


Following the Nauvoo Temple dedication of May, 1846, 
most of the Mormons who were still in Nauvoo departed to join 
their friends on the prairies of Iowa. They departed in great 
numbers, abandoning that beloved edifice of God to be desecrated 
by those murderous mobocrats who had first expelled the Mor- 
mons from Illinois. On Monday morning, October 9, 1848, the 
citizenry of Nauvoo were awakened to witness the great Mormon 
temple enveloped in flames. The sacred structure was entirely 
consumed by the blazing inferno and only the bare walls were left 
standing. With its skeletal form standing as a sentinel of man’s 
destructive capabilities, the near-demolished Nauvoo Temple 
became a spiritual landmark in the hearts of a bereaved Mormon 
people. 

Although erected on a mosquito-infested, malaria-stricken 
swampland, the Nauvoo Temple, attaining a heretofore un- 
paralleled spiritual status, was the first temple to have a baptismal 
font for baptisms for the dead. After the Latter-day Saints made 
their renowned exodus westward and colonized the hostile 
wastelands of Utah, they resumed their temple-building 
endeavors by constructing the St. George Temple. Somehow the 
ghostly memory of that House of God which they had abandoned 
incessantly haunted the saints so the residents of St. George 
sought to select an appropriate site for the construction of a tem- 
ple unto the Most High God. 

One Mormon writer records the following concerning the 
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erection of the St. George Temple: 


The residents of St. George experienced a similar sur- 
prise when, a few years earlier, the same inspired leader 
(Brigham Young) visited that community for the purpose of 
dedicating a Temple site. At that southern city. two sites had 
been approved by the local brethren. Both of these sites were 
on an eminence which, like the site at Nauvoo, provided an 
appropriate location for a Temple. When President Young 
visited the proposed sites, he requested that his teamster con- 
duct the party to the lowest place in the valley, a veritable 
swamp, infested with marsh-grass and cattails. Pointing out 
the marsh to the brethren, he explained that the Temple must 
be built at that place, because the Nephites had previously 
dedicated that very site for the erection of a Temple, but had 
been unable to bring their hopes to a full fruition. 

It required months to drain the swamp, and with special 
machinery, resembling well-drilling machines, drive tons of 
rock into the boggy soil to prepare a suitable foundation. 
Despite the vast amount of labor required to make this site 
suitable, Utah’s first Temple was erected where the Nephites 
had planned to build. * 


One Mormon historian of the St. George Temple offers this 
interesting account: 


Immediately following the decision to erect a temple in 
Utah’s Dixie, Church leaders began to search for an ap- 
propriate building site. Many rumors have been circulated 
concerning an undocumented statement by Brigham Young 
that Moroni, the Nephite-General, had actually dedicated the 
site where the Temple now stands. Little information is extant 
concerning this statement, but the following declaration by 
David Henry Cannon, Jr., one of the first settlers in St. 
George, sheds some light on the background of the statement: 


‘E. Ceeil MceGavin, Mormonism and Masonry, pp. 156-157. 
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“T am eighty-two years old tomorrow (October 14, 
1942). I am the only living person, so far as I know, who 
heard and saw what I am to relate. At the time of which we 
shall speak, I was a lad of eleven years, all-seeing and all- 
hearing, and drove a team hitched to a scraper. 

“President Brigham Young had written to Robert Gar- 
dner, president of the stake high council. In his letter he ex- 
pressed a wish that a Temple be built in St. George. Also, that 
Brother Gardner select a few leading brethren, and, as a 
group, to visit sites where it might be best to build the Temple. 
This they did, visiting spots each thought might be best. They 
could not agree, and so informed President Young. 

“President Young, arriving later, somewhat impatient- 
ly chided the brethren, and at the same time asked them to get 
into their wagons, or whatever else they had, and with him 
find a site. 


“To the South, they finally stopped. 

“But, Brother Young,’ protested the men, ‘this land is 
boggy. After a storm, and for several months of the year, no 
one can drive across the land without horses and wagons sink- 
ing way down. There is no place to build a foundation.’ 

“ "We will make a foundation,’ said President Young. 

“Later on while plowing and scraping where the foun- 
dation was to be, my horse’s leg broke through the ground into 
a spring of water. The brethren then wanted to move the foun- 
dation line twelve feet to the south, so that the spring of water 
would be on the outside of the Temple. 

“* ‘Not so,’ replied President Young, ‘We will wall it up 
and leave it here for some future use. But we cannot move the 
foundation. This spot was dedicated by the Nephites. They 
could not build it (the Temple), but we can and will build it 
for them.’ 
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“To this day the water from that very spring is running 
through a drain properly built for it. 

“I make this statement of my own free will and choice, 
and without any fear or misgiving. (signed) David Henry 
Cannon, Jr.”? 

The cultured Nephites of ancient America erected palatial 
temples in which they performed sacred endowment ceremonies 
and higher priesthood ordinances; but, later, in consequence of 
their mounting iniquity, they lost the pure and unadulterated 
knowledge of the divine temple functions and supplanted it with 
perverted rituals and corrupted ceremonies. However, a very 
vague remembrance of some temple symbolisms were 
perpetuated through oral traditions from one generation to the 
next even down to the present-day Indians, the descendants of 
the once highly-civilized Nephite culture. 


The following incident was related to the writer in the St. 
George Temple in the presence of the acting president of the 
Temple, George F. Whitehead, and others. The narrator was 
Elder David Cannon, a member of the presidency of the Tem- 
ple, who said that his famous father, David H. Cannon, a 
prominent pioneer in southern Utah, was once captured by the 
savage Navajos, who were anxious to kill him for revenge, 
one of their braves having been killed a short time before by a 
party of whites en route to California. 

Many of the native tribes in the southwest had agreed 
that the Mormons were their friends and should never be 
molested. For this reason they were requested to keep their 
hair clipped up to the top to their ears when traveling in In- 
dian territory. Brother Cannon, who could speak the 


“Kirk M. Curtis, “History of the St. George Temple,” Thesis, 
Brigham Young University, 1964, pp. 24,25. 
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language of many Indian tribes, had neglected to keep his 
hair cut in the stipulated manner, and thus his captors refused 
to believe that he was a member of the society they were pledg- 
ed to protect. He was tied to a tree; an archer was selected to 
send an arrow into his breast, yet he contended with that chief 
that he was a Mormon, whereupon the chief ordered the 
archer to put aside his bow and arrow for a moment. The 
angry leader of the Navajos approached the trembling white 
man and tore open the front of his shirt. When he saw the 
marks of the priesthood upon his clothing, the spirit of the war 
pariy instantly left the face of the chieftain, and the smile of a 
friend played upon his rugged features. Removing the 
buckskin thong which bound the captive, the venerable red 
man explained: “Many moons ago, when my people were 
good, and the Great Spirit often visited them, they were per- 
mitted to wear those same marks in their clothing; but when 
my people went to war, and forgot the teachings of the Great 
Spirit, he never came to them any more, and they were not per- 
mitted thereafter to place those marks in their clothing.” 

Their white friend was taken to their village, where he 
was entertained with great hospitality. When he departed for 
his home, an escort of warriors conducted him to the 
settlements of the white men.? 


Sensing their great loss caused by their wicked ancestors of 
ancient times, the Indian warriors venerated and sought to 
protect those white men who were attired with clothing bearing 
the marks of the holy priesthood (namely, temple garments) and 
officiated in those sacred ceremonies conducted in the House of 
the Lord. Thus, the first temple erected in Utah, was the first holy 
sanctuary in which the endowments for the dead were ad- 
ministered; and the Church members who participated in these 
sacred ordinances were looked upon with much awe and great 
veneration. 


3. Cecil McGavin, Mormonism and Masonry, pp. 157-158. 
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Undoubtedly, one other determining factor which caused 
the Indians to entertain thoughts of worshipful respect for the 
Saints, was the divine protection that attended them (the Saints) 
in all their labors. One Heber Jarvis, a resident in St. George dur- 
ing the construction of the temple, testified that heavenly forces 
protected those who were laboring on it. 


The statement of facts that I here relate came under my 
own observation and are my own experiences, and have the 
same force and effect as though they were notarized under 
seal. . . . 1 was in St. George, Utah, at the time of dedica- 
tion of the site for the lemple, and saw President Brigham 
Young take the first shovel full of dirt from the foundation, 
and he stated at the time “that there would not be any persons 
who would lose their lives on any of the works of this Tem- 
ple.” I lived to see this prediction fulfilled as I saw many per- 
sons hurt but none of them died. I was within three or four feet 
of him when he made this statement. 

One man by the name of John Burt, fell from the top of 
the temple. He was plastering with my brother, George Jarvis, 
who had stepped off a plank. John Burt jumped from the fire 
wall onto the scaffold about three or four feet below and the 
plank broke and he went right on through, falling to the 
ground, some 84 feet, and fell on the scattered rock, dirt, etc., 
which was on the ground. The workmen rushed to him. I was 
on a horse not far away and came up to him also. He was con- 
scious and was calling for his mother. In ten days he was 
walking around the streets of St. George and resumed his work 
later on, so that the fall did not disable him nor prevent him 
from continuing the work on the temple. I knew of another 
man who fell from the top of the temple also, Thomas Crane. 
Will Thayne fell 35 feet off the wall alighting across alarge 
malipi rock on his side, but he was not killed; Pete Granger 
had the large frame from which the huge hammer worked and 
which weighed many hundreds of pounds, and which was 35 
feet high, fall on him; George Lang had a huge rock on his 
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wagon which weighed 8,000 pounds, and was driving a team 
of mules. His mules ran away with this rock on the wagon; he 
fell from the wagon and his ear was torn from his head. Yet 
none of these men were killed, but continued their labors on 
the temple. 


. . . This statement is written and signed at Mesa, 
Arizona, this 1st day of April, 1940. Signed: Heber Jarvis.* 
The St. George Temple, the first House of the Lord in which 
endowments for the dead were performed,> was a site where 
miraculous healings occurred. One such marvelous event reads: 
“At the dedication of the St. George Temple on January 1, 
1877, President Brigham Young was too ill to walk and had to be 
carried through the temple in a chair by four of the brethren. 
When they returned from dedicating the sealing rooms in the 
East tower and again met with the congregation in the main 
assembly room, Brigham Young arose to his feet, walked to the 
speaker's stand, and delivered a stirring and powerful ser- 
mon.” © 
The following account of other remarkable healings in the 
St. George Temple was recorded by M. F. Farnsworth, a worker 
for some eleven years. 


There were many miraculous and powerful 
manifestations and remarkable healings in the St. George 
Temple. I will only mention the following cases: Brother 
George Jarvis was a very sick man. He had to be carried into 
the font, where he was baptized and confirmed for his health, 
and was healed, being able to walk home from the Temple. 
His house is a little over four blocks, or over a half a mile from 
the Temple. 


4N. B. Lundwall, Temples of the Most High, pp. 85-87. 
5JD 18:304. 


®Kirk M. Curtis, “History of the St. George Temple,” op. cil.. p. 
70. 


62 Temple Manifestations 


An aged brother by the name of Yardley of Beaver, 
came to the Temple. He was very deaf, insomuch that it was 
difficult to make him hear or understand what was said to 
him. After being administered to, he received his hearing, so 
that he could hear the tick of the watch distinctly. 

Sister Ellen B. Matheny of Fillmore, who had suffered a 
great affliction for seven years and was prostrated and could 
only walk when assisted, received her health. She was subse- 
quently called as.a worker in this Temple, where she remained 
until appointed to labor in the Manti Temple in 1888. She 
was at the time of her healing a poor, emanicated being; but 
has now grown quite fleshy. 

Among the many remarkable healings in answer to 
prayer is the following: Professor J. A. Whitelock had been 
employed in the Central School in St. George. After fulfilling 
his engagement, himself and wife, Amanda, returned to their 
former home in Philadelphia. While there, their little child 
Pearl became violently ill and wasted away to a mere 
skeleton. She was given up to die by eminent physicians there, 
as well as by all the friends. Brother Whitelock telegraphed 
us to pray for her in the St. George Temple, which was done, 
and the child was instantly healed. In a most remarkable 
manner the flesh returned upon her bones, so that in the mor- 
ning those who saw her, beheld a healthy, hearty, lovely 
child. They wrote a lengthy letter of the particulars of this 
healing, which letter was read to the company in the Temple, 
and also to the congregation in the Tabernacle in St. George 
in the following Sabbath. 

A great many were healed, and I do not remember any 
person who came there, during a period of eleven years I was 
a laborer there, who did not receive benefit from the ad- 
ministration of the Priesthood.—M. F. Farnsworth.” 


* The Contributor, Vol. 16, pp. 63-64. 
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From the previously-quoted account it can be ascertained 
that the one unique practice—the baptism of church members 
for the purposes of healing which flourished in the Nauvoo 
Temple—was performed in the St. George Temple. Another tem- 
ple worker, John D. T. McAllister, testified of miraculous 
healings in the St. George House of the Lord. 


Sister Stevens of Shonesburg, who had been an invalid 
for years, received great blessings in that sacred place. 

Father Yardley, living in Beaver, had lost his hearing. 
He was baptized and confirmed by Elder David H. Cannon. 
His hearing was fully restored. 

Brother Joseph Hammond of St. George had very bad 
eyes. He came to us and we anointed them. His eyes were 
healed and made strong again. 

There are thousands of people who can testify to the 
power of God made manifest in His Holy House, according to 
the prayer of His servants who bore the Holy Priesthood. * 


One faithful sister in the Church, Lucy B. Young, a wife of 
Brigham Young and a St. George Temple worker, possessed the 
gift of healing and exercised great spiritual powers to accomplish 
great miracles. 


How many times the sick and suffering have come upon 
beds to that temple, and at once Sister Young would be called 
to take the afflicted one under her immediate charge, as all 
knew the mighty power she had gained through long years of 
fastings and prayers in the exercise of her special gift. When 
her hands are upon the head of another in blessing, the words 
of inspiration and personal prophecy that flow from her lips 
are like a stream of living fire. One sister who had not walked 
for twelve years was brought, and under the cheering faith of 
Sister Young she went through the day’s ordinance and was 
perfectly healed of her affliction. Numbers of times childless 


*Ibid., p. 147. 
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women have sought out the prayers and faith of Sister Young 
in her temple duties, and have afterwards turned, as Hannah 
of old, to bring up their promised child to receive further 
blessings in the temple. Volumes would not contain the 
myriad instances of cases of illness and disease healed by the 
power of God under Sister Young’s hands. No one was too 
high, none too low, no one too poor, no one too sick for her 
faith to reach. This gift is still with her, and humbly and 
powerfully does she exercise it.® 


There were other spiritual incidents which were manifested 
in the St. George Temple when the spirits in prison sought for the 
performances of their temple ordinances. Perhaps the best- 
known of these instances is the coming of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence to President Wilford Woodruff in 
the St. George Temple in early March, 1877. Six months later he 
described the coming of these beings to him in an address 
delivered in the tabernacle: 

I feel to say little else to the Latter-day Saints wherever 
and whenever I have the opportunity of speaking to them, 
than to call upon them to build these Temples now underway, 
to hurry them up to completion. The dead will be after you, 
they will seek after you as they have after us in St. George. 
They called upon us, knowing that we held the keys and 
power to redeem them. 

I am going to bear my testimony to this assembly, if I 
never do it again in my life, that those men who laid the foun- 
dation of this American Government and signed the Declara- 
tion of Independence were the best spirits the God of Heaven 
could find on the face of the earth. They were choice spirits, 
not wicked men. General Washington and all the men that 
labored for the purpose were inspired of the Lord. Another 


*Sketch of the Labors of Sister Lucy B. Young in the 
Temples,” Young Woman’s Journal, Vol. 4, (April 1893), p. 
299. 
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thing I am going to say here, because I have the right to say it. 
Every one of these men that signed the Declaration of In- 
dependence with General Washington called upon me, as an 
Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, in the Temple at St. George, 
two consecutive nights, and demanded at my hands that I 
should go forth and attend to the ordinances of the house of 
God for them. Said they, "You have had the use of the Endow- 
ment House for a number of years, and yet nothing has been 
done for us. We laid the foundation of the government you 
enjoy and we never apostatized from it, but we remained true 
to it and were faithful to God.” These were the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence, and they waited on me for two 
days and two nights. I thought it very singular, that 
notwithstanding so much work had been done, and yet 
nothing had been done for them. The thought never entered 
my heart, from the fact, I suppose, that heretofore our minds 
were reaching after our more immediate friends and relatives. 
I straightway went into the baptismal font and called upon 
Brother McAllister to baptize me for the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence, and fifty other eminent men, 
making one hundred in all, including John Wesley, Colum- 
bus, and others; I then baptized him for every President of the 
United States, except three, and when their cause is just, 
somebody will do the work for them." 


And in his personal journal, President Woodruff revealed 
the identities of the three U. S. Presidents whose temple work 
was not done due to unknown reasons: 

I, Wilford Woodruff. went to the Temple of the Lord 
this morning and was baptized for 100 persons who were dead 
including the signers of the Declaration of Independence ex- 
cept John Hancock and William Floyd. I was baptized for 
the following named: (names follow). Brother 


WD) 19:29. 
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McAllister . . . was baptized by me for all the Presidents of 
the United States that were not on my list, except Buchanan, 
Van Buren and Grant. It was a very interesting day, I felt 
thankful that we had the privilege and the power to ad- 
minister for the worthy dead, especially for the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence, that inasmuch as they laid the 


foundation of our government that we could do as much for 


them as they had done for us." 


That the spirits in prison are aware of the vicarious temple 


work performed on earth in their behalf and attend them was 
made obvious to a St. George temple worker, M. F. Farnsworth, as 
he and others felt the presence of their dead kindred. 


Persons have told me of seeing their dead friends for 
whom they have officiated, manifesting themselves to them. 
In my own case, in May, 1877, when endowments were being 
given for my mother by Sister Harriet Y. Brown of Kanab, I 
knew my mother was there and remained all through the ser- 
vices. She went with us into the sealing room, and twice, while 
1 was at the altar, I turned my head to look at her, for I felt her 
presence by me. Though I did not see her features, I knew she 
was there, and knew when she left the room after the ceremony 
was completed. 

I kept no notes of these occurrences, but many persons in 
diverse ways have known of the presence of their friends or 
relatives while officiating for them; all this shows conclusive- 
ly to me how anxious many of our kindred are to receive the 
Gospel and its great blessings, and that our dead are not far 
from us. The hearts of the children are indeed turned to 
the fathers. Many have said to me at the close of a day’s ser- 
vices: ‘'There, this has been the happiest day of my life.” 


"Wilford W oodruff Journal, Book 12 (1873-1880), August 21, 
1877, p. 88. 
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Thousands of living witnesses will testify today of the 
truth of these ordinances, and of the manifestations of the 
power of God, as well as of the impressions made while ad- 
ministering for some of their kindred. Some would feel very 
anxious to acquire all the information—that every word 
should be properly given. In passing from room to room if a 
mistake was made, some were prompted by the monitor to cor- 
rect it. A case is this: 

A certain sister was officiating for a person, in passing a 
certain point, gave the wrong name. The individual being of- 
ficiated for was not satisfied, and the sister was troubled 
about it. The name and circumstances were before her, time 
after time, and one day she said to me in the Temple, ‘‘I made 
a mistake the other day while officiating for a certain person, 
and she won’t let me alone. I’ll have to do my work over.” I 
enquired how the mistake occurred—if she remembered the 
right words. She said she did, and the matter was soon made 
right. I said to her, “This is a testimony to you that the person 
you worked for was anxious to have her work done right as she 
was willing to receive it.” 


She answered, “Yes, it seems so to me.”” 

Another case was that of Brother Henry W’. Miller of St. 
George, who was being endowed for his son. After the work 
was done he dreamed he saw his son and talked about it, ask- 
ing how he liked it? 

He replied, “Very well, only I cannot get the full benefit 
of it.”” 

When Brother Miller related this, we went to searching 
the records, and it was found that his son had never been or- 
dained to the Melchizedek Priesthood, though at the time 
Brother Miller supposed he was an Elder. * 


2. The Contributor, Vol. 16, pp. 64-65. 
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There is evidence that some spirit beings know of perfor- 
mance of the vicarious ordinances in their behalf in the Latter- 
day Saint temples. For instance, Elder Horatio Pickett, a temple 
worker in the St. George temple, received the following vision on 
March 19, 1914: 


While working here in the St. George Temple, | often 
thought of the great expense and the time and labor necessary 
to support the Temple, and to perform the necessary or- 
dinances therein for the salvation of the dead, and the ques- 
tion often arose in my mind: Do they (the dead) know what is 
being done for them and do they appreciate the sacrifice that 
is being made by their brethren and sisters in the Temples for 
their benefit. 

| often asked the Lord to give me sufficient of His Spirit 
that I might have a better understanding of the Temple work 
than I had. One day while at the font confirming, when a 
large list of women were being baptized for, the thought came 
into my mind: Do those people for whom this work is being 
done, know that it is being done for them, and, if they do, do 
they appreciate it? While this thought was running through 
my mind I happened to turn my eyes toward the southeast cor- 
ner of the font room and there I saw a large group of women. 
The whole southeast part of the room was filled; they seemed 
to be standing a foot or more above the floor and were all in- 
tently watching the baptizing that was being done; and as the 
recorder called a name, one of thenm—a rather tall, very slim 
woman, apparently about 35 years of age, gave a sudden 
start and looked at the recorder. Then her eyes turned to the 
couple in the water, closely watching the baptism; then her 
eyes followed the sister that was being baptized as she came 
up out of the water and was confirmed, and when the or- 
dinance was completed the happy, joyous expression that 
spread over her countenance was lovely to behold. 

The next one called seemed to be younger, a little below 
the average height. She was of a nervous, emotional nature, 
could not keep still, seemed as though she wanted to jump into 
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the water herself, and when the ordinance was finished she 
seemed to be overflowing with joy, turning from one to 
another of her companions as though she was telling them 
how happy she was. 

The third was a large muscular-looking woman, not 
fleshy but bony, masculine build, very high forehead and in- 
telligent countenance, hair streaked with gray and combed 
like elderly ladies used to wear their hair when I was a lad. 
She seemed to be more quiet, stoical in nature than the others; 
no outward demonstration of what her feelings may have 
been, but there was a look in her eyes that seemed to say that 
she appreciated what was being done fully as much as the 
others did, and when the ceremony was finished she nodded 
her head slightly and moved her lips as though she might 
have said, ““Amen.” 

Just as the work for her was finished there was a noise in 
President Cannon’s office as though a book or something 
might have fallen to the floor which caused me to turn my eyes 
in that direction, and though I turned back instantly, the vi- 
sion had faded and gone and with it also had gone all doubt 
and queries that may have been in my mind on the subject. I 
was satisfied, and am still satisfied that our friends behind the 
veil know and realize what is being done for them and are 
anxiously waiting for their time to come. 

I do not think it would be possible for any person to look 
into the faces of those women as I did and see the earnestness 
with which they were watching the proceedings, and the joy 
and happiness that shone in their faces as their names were 
called and the work done for them, and not feel as I do. This 
was not a night vision nor a dream but it was about three 
o'clock on a bright, sunny afternoon while I was standing at 
the font assisting in the ordinances thereof.'? 


8N. B, Lundwall, The Vision, pp. 142-143. 
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Elder John Mickleson Lang, a temple worker in the St. 
George Temple, received the following manifestation in the 
sacred structure in 1928: 


One day while baptismal rites were being performed, I 
distinctly heard a voice at the east end of the font, very close to 
the ceiling, calling the names of the dead to witness their own 
baptism, allowing a moment for each spirit to present itself. 
After hearing many names called, I noticed a difference in 
the pronunciation of some of them. It seemed that the spirit 
who was calling must have a different list to ours. 

I was so impressed at the time that I placed my arm 
about the shoulders of Brother W. T. Morris, clerk, who was 
passing, and called his attention to the sound of the voice, but 
it was not discernable to him. 

This occurrence had taken place in March of 1928, and 
it continued to prey upon my mind for some months, until one 
day in October I had gone to an upper room of the Temple, as 
was my custom, to offer secret prayer, asking for the 
assistance of God in my work, and to thank Him for showing 
me that there was a recording angel in His house, to keep a 
perfect record of that which transpired. I had finished my 
prayer and was about to leave the room when the question 
flashed through my mind, “But where and how does He get 
these names? Some of them were not pronounced the same as 
ours.” 

God knew my thoughts; I never asked of Him to know. 
The explanation came to me in these words: “Every spirit that 
comes to earth has a guardian angel, whose duty it is to keep a 
record of the individual’s parentage. the conditions under 
which it was born, its inheritance, environment, thoughts and 
desires, and when the individual's life is completed, the guar- 
dian angel’s mission ends. It returns, makes its report and 
hands in the record it has kept. This record is placed upon the 
other book, spoken of as The Book of Life.” 

All this gave me to understand that in this other book is 
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preserved the names and perfect dates of every spirit that ever 
came to earth. 

It is also made plain therein, how all things will be 
proven by two or three witnesses; for instance, in case a child 
is left on a doorstep, the guardian angel of the child, that of 
the father and of the mother constitute three witnesses to the 
child’s parentage. There are two witnesses to all things which 
transpire between any two persons. Also, God can give into 
the Temples a perfect record of the Lamanites, for instance, or 
any other people who have no earth record. 

God is perfect. His record is perfect. We will be judged 
from the books. 

I bear record that this testimony is true for I received it 
from an angel in the house of the Lord." 


And one Latter-day Saint received a remarkable vision in the 
St. George Temple: 


In 1882, at the time there was so much opposition 
manifested in Washington against the people of Utah, and 
antagonism against Brother George Q. Cannon ran so high, 
because of his seat in Congress being contested, much anxiety 
was felt in his behalf by many of the people in St. George, and 
particularly by his brother David. The latter in expressing 
himself to Brother John D. T. McAllister in the Temple office 
in St. George said he felt that the same feeling and spirit 
which caused the martyrdom of Joseph and Hyrum was 
prevailing in Washington towards his brother, George Q. He 
invoked the special blessing of the Almighty that morning in 
the assembly room, as he was called to make the opening 
prayer. 

Sister Minerva W. Snow, while bowed with the con- 
gregation, and when Brother David was about half through 


with the prayer, became lost in vision. A large room—like 


4A Testimony Received by John Mickleson Lang in the St. 
George Temple in the Year 1928,” an unpublished 


manuscript. 
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unto the halls of Congress, was presented to her view, filled 
with many men, nicely clad, and arranged at their various 
places in the body of the hall. Their eyes were upon Brother 
George Q. Cannon, who stood conspicuously on a platform 
with his right arm raised to heaven. He seemed to be pleading 
with this body of men. As she looked, she saw that he was sur- 
rounded by a circle of personages clothed in white, who by 
their presence prevented anyone from reaching him. She thus 
knew that his safety was assured, and so expressed herself 
that no further anxiety need be felt, for he was well 
protected.” 


While delivering an inspired discourse at the Salt Lake 
Tabernacle on Sunday, October 4, 1896, President Wilford 
Woodruff stated that while laboring in the St. George Temple, he 
had learned a new principle of the gospel pertaining to the 
redemption of the dead: 


. . . While in the St. George Temple I had a son, who 
was in the north country, drowned. He was 21 years of age, 
and was a faithful young man. He had a warning of this. Ina 
dream he was notified how he would die, We had a testimony 
of that after his death. I asked the Lord why he was taken 
from me. The answer to me was, ‘You are doing a great deal 
for the redemption of your dead; but the law of redemption re- 
quires some of your own seed in the spirit world to attend to 
work connected with this.” That was a new principle to me; 
but it satisfied me why he was taken away. I name this, 
because there are a great many instances like it among the 
Latter-day Saints.'¢ 


In the dedicatory prayer delivered April 6, 1877, President 


15 The Contributor, Vol. 16, p. 147. 


6 The Latter-day Saints’ Millennial Star, Vol. 58, No. 47, Nov. 
19, 1896, p. 742. 
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Daniel H. Wells expressed the following thought with prayerful 
eloquence: 

“We pray that Thy blessing may attend those of Thy ser- 
vants who administer and who may officiate in the ordinances 
that may be performed therein in behalf of Thy people, and in 
behalf of those our progenitors, our relatives and friends, who 
have gone before us to the spirit world, so far as we may be 
enabled and permitted to officiate for them.” 7 

That “blessing” which President Wells spoke of had already 
attended those faithful Latter-day Saint laborers who assisted in 
the construction of the temple. Men like John Burt, Will Thayne, 
Pete Granger, and George Lang had been given divine protection 
when they suffered certain injuries while working on the temple, 
yet never lost their lives. The “blessing” of the Spirit of God ac- 
companied David H. Cannon during his near encounter with 
death when members of the vengeful Navajos were ready to kill 
him until his temple garments with the sacred priesthood 
markings were exposed to their view; and they refrained from 
taking his life, realizing that he was a servant of the Lord. Un- 
doubtedly, there are many unrecorded experiences of this nature 
telling of times when the attendance of protective angels were 
manifested to both faithful saints and bewildered Indians. 

Finally, many inhabitants of the spirit world were permitted 
to attend and witness the performance of the vicarious or- 
dinances in their behalf on earth for their very presence was 
often manifested to mortals who beheld such scenes solely with 
spiritual eyes. 

And all of these aforementioned spiritual events transpired 
in the first House of the Lord constructed in Utah, the St. George 
Temple. 


17N. B. Lundwall, Temples of the Most High, p. 78. 
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CHAPTER V 


A MEMORABLE PROPHECY — 
THE LOGAN TEMPLE 


The erection of the second sacred structure in Utah—the 
Logan Temple—was prophesied by Wilford Woodruff while he 
and other Church leaders were visiting the residents of Logan. 
One prominent Utah journalist wrote the following concerning 
President Woodruff’s prophetic utterance: 


Apostle Wilford Woodruff predicted that a temple 
would be built by the Latter-day Saints in Logan long before 
there appeared any indication of such an occurrence. The 
following extracts from his journal in relation to it will be 
read with much interest: 

“On the 21st day of August, 1863, in company with the 
President of the Church, the twelve apostles, a large number 
of elders and a large train of carriages, we entered the town of 
Logan; and we met a large number of boys and girls, young 
men and maidens, all parading the streets; the females, 
dressed in white, were on one side of the road, the males in 
their best attire, were on the other side, to celebrate the coming 
of President Young and his company. 

"On August 22nd—being—Sunday—we met in a 
large bowery. E. T. Benson, President, and Peter Maughan, 
Bishop. There were present of the authorities of the church: 
President Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, D. H. Wells, 
John Taylor, W. Woodruff, George A. Smith, Lorenzo 
Snow, F. D. Richards, C. C. Rich, President Joseph Young 
and a large congregation of elders and saints. After prayer, 
President Young called upon W. Woodruff to speak. As I 
arose I was clothed upon with the spirit of God, and my mind 
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was turned towards the young people who had met us the 
evening before. The following is a synopsis of the remarks 
which I made: 

***4s | am called upon to address the assembly this mor- 
ning, my mind leads me to speak to the young people who are 
before me. I wish to say to my young friends: Last evening as 
we came into this town, we met you parading the streets to pay 
proper respect to President Young and his party. You met to 
greet prophets, apostles and inspired men. This is a privilege 
which no other generation of young people have enjoyed for 
eighteen hundred years, until Joseph Smith, the Prophet, was 
raised up to lay the foundation of the church and kingdom of 
God upon the earth; a privilege for which I would have felt 
amply repaid if I had had to travel a thousand miles in the 
days of my boyhood, on foot, to have witnessed. Now, my 
young friends, I wish you to remember these scenes you are 
witnessing during the visit of President Young and his 
brethren. Yes, my young friends, treasure up the teachings 
and sayings of these prophets and apostles as precious 
treasures while they are living men, and don’t wait until they 
are dead. A few days, and President Young and his 
brethren—the prophets and apostles, Brothers Benson and 
Maughan, will be in the spirit world. You should never forget 
this visitation. You are to become men and women, fathers 
and mothers; yea, the day will come, after your fathers and 
the prophets and apostles are dead and passed away into the 
spirit world when you will have the privilege of going into the 
towers of a glorious temple, which will be built unto the name 
of the Most High, (pointing in the direction of the bench) east 
of us upon the Logan Bench; and while you stand in the 
towers of the temple, and your eyes survey this glorious 
valley, filled with cities and villages occupied with tens of 
thousands of Latter-day Saints, you will then call to mind this 
visitation of President Young and his company.’ 

“President Young followed and said: ‘All that Brother 
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Woodruff has said is revelation and will be fulfilled.’ ” 


Nearly twenty years later, President Woodruff reminisced 
of his memorable visit while he was delivering a sermon at Logan, 


Utah, on August 1, 1880: 


I was thinking today of a time many years ago, when 
President Young and several brethren of the Twelve, were in 
Logan; it was a time when a railroad up to this region was not 
even dreamed of, the time when Brother Ezra T. Benson and 
Peter Maughan presided here; when at a meeting President 
Young called upon me to talk to the people assembled. The 
night before, however, we had been met by a long line of 
children and young people, from three up to twenty years of 
age; they had come out to meet the Prophet, and presented a 
fine sight. While talking to the people, I felt led to speak to the 
children and young people; and I told them that I wanted 
them to remember the visit which the president was making 
them because the day would come when they were grown up, 
when they would talk to one another and say that on such a 
day President Young and party visited us, and we were told 
then that we should see the day when a temple should be built 
in this place, from the top of which we would be able to survey 
the country around which would be occupied by ten thousand 
of our people; and you will say that this was told us when 
Brother Benson and Brother Maughan presided here. We 
never thought of building a temple here at that time, it had 
never entered into the heart of man to do so. Brothers Benson 
and Maughan have been for some years now in the spirit 
world. Today you are engaged in building a temple which 
will be completed and dedicated; and when this shall be done 
these young people will have the opportunity of going to the 
top of the building and will then see what I promised to you in 


1Edward W. Tullidge, Tullidge’s Histories, Vol. 2, Northern 
Utah and Southern Idaho, pp. 450-451. 
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those early days. 

I mention this to show you how things are presented to 
our minds and given utterance to in our public teachings 
about which, at the time, we have little or no idea.* 


A commanding site overlooking the city of Logan was ul- 
timately selected and dedicated May 17, 1877 for the future erec- 
tion of the House of the Lord, and the corner stone for the 
building was laid on the 19th of the following September. Speak- 
ing to the Saints at the time ground was broken, President Young 
said: 

“From the architect to the boy who carries the drinking 
water to the men that work on the building, we wish them to un- 
derstand that wages are entirely out of the question. We are going 
to build a house for ourselves and we shall expect the brethren 
and sisters, neighborhood after neighborhood, ward after ward, 
to turn out their proportion of men to come here and labor as 
they shall be notified by the proper authorites.”? 

Consequently, all male members of the Church volunteered 
to build the temple. “All such men were called ‘temple mis- 
sionaries, ”* writes one Mormon scholar of those who labored 
diligently on the House of God until its completion. One of the 
most laborious of these “temple missionaries” was one Charles 
O. Card, who testified that “from 1873 to 1877 I superintended 
the erection of the Logan Tabernacle, and from 1877 to 18841 
superintended the construction of the Logan Temple. Thus, for 
eleven years | was engaged in supervising the erection of these 


27D 21:299. 


’The Genealogical and Historical Magazine, Mesa, Arizona, 
Vol. 7, July 7, 1930, No. 3, p. 19. 


*Leonard J. Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom p. 340. 
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two great edifices.” Elder Card, a valiant devotee to the truth of 
the everlasting gospel, would never allow an infidel or an un- 


worthy person to enter that holy sanctuary which he helped to 
build. 


On one of the three days during which the Dedicatory 
Services of the Logan Temple were held, President John 
Taylor and President Charles O. Card stood at the top of the 
stairs leading to the assembly room, President Taylor sighted 
a woman in the crowd whom he did not know but indicated 
her to President Card and said: "Don’t let that woman come 
into the assembly; she is not worthy.”’ Brother Card was 
greatly surprised and said: “Why not?’’ President Taylor 
said: “I know not but the Spirit of God said, ‘She is not 
worthy.’ ” And so Brother Card went down the steps and met 
the woman and told her she would have to go back. Brother 
Card said to President Taylor: ‘She couldn't pass the door 
keeper without a recommend.” President Taylor replied, 
“That matters not; she is not worthy.” She did not raise much 
opposition when confronted by Brother Card when she show- 
ed her ticket of admission. 

Brother Card turned her back and later on he went to see 
her at her home and he asked her how she had gotten her 
recommend to go to the Temple, and she said there was a man 
in the ward who was not worthy of a recommend, but the 
Bishop gave him one, thinking it would make him feel glad to 
attend the dedicatory services and also help him renew his 
religious duties. This woman happened to meet the man on 
the street and he asked her how she would like to go to the 
dedication of the Temple. She said she would like to but could 
not get a recommend. He said: “I have a recommend and will 
give it to you for one dollar.” And so she got her recommend 


» Andrew Jenson, Latter-day Saints Biographical Encyclopedia 
1:297. 
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by paying this amount. 

The thing in this matter was that the spirit of revelation 
was manifested in President Taylor who did not know per- 
sonally the woman and had never seen her before nor ever 
afterwards. It was an instance in which was manifested the 
promise of Joseph Smith the Prophet to Elder Taylor in 
Nauvoo when the Prophet said to him, “Elder Taylor, you 
have received the Holy Spirit and if you are faithful in 
heeding its promptings the day will come when it will be 
within you a fountain of continuous revelation from God.” 

I was at the dedication of the Logan Temple but did not 
hear this but it was told to me afterwards. The following state- 
ment was uttered later by President Taylor to Brother Card 
and others: “Brethren, you may deceive the Bishop and you 
may deceive the President of the Stake, and you may deceive 
the General Authorities of the Church, but you cannot deceive 
the Lord Jesus Christ nor the Holy Ghost. You know 
yourselves better than anybody else and if there is anything 
wrong in you, now ts the time to repent and make yourselves 
square with the Lord; and if you do not repent and make 
yourselves square with the Lord, the time will come when you 
will be humbled, and the higher up you get the greater will be 
your fall.’ 


The previously-mentioned incident was related by Apostle 
Matthias Cowley. Such an inspired story only reinforces the 
evidence that John Taylor, the third President of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, manifested the wonderful spirit 
of discernment; and the precious spirit was an inherent part of 
his spiritual constitution, thus possessing that divine attribute 
which his predecessors—Joseph Smith, Jr., and Brigham 
Young—had. Concerning the promise made by the Prophet 
Joseph to John Taylor, the latter declares: 


°N. B. Lundwall, Temples of the Most High, pp. 104-105. 
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T well remember a remark that Joseph Smith made to me 
upwards of forty years ago. Said he: “Elder Taylor, you have 
been baptized, have hands laid upon your head for the recep- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, and you have been ordained to the 
Holy Priesthood. Now, if you will continue to follow the 
leadings of that Spirit it will always lead you right. At times 
it might be contrary to your judgement; never mind that, 
follow its dictates; and if you be true to its whisperings it will 
in time become in you a principle of revelation, so that you 


will know all things.” 


Extraordinary spiritual manifestations occurred in the 
Logan Temple. One Latter-day Saint relates this interesting ac- 
count of one such marvelous manifestation: 


The Logan Temple one evening, February, 1886, was 
flooded from dome to foundation with a blaze of light. Apos- 
tle Marriner W. Merrill, who then was president of the Tem- 
ple, observed the phenomenon as he was traveling on the 
highway that night from Logan to Richmond. It was likewise 
observed by many residents of Logan. No cause was found the 
next day. The following night, however, the Temple was 
again flooded with illumination, the same as the previous 
night. President Merrill announced to the general assembly in 
the Temple that this beautiful phenomenon was a spiritual 
manifestation. The matter was called to the attention of Presi- 
dent Wilford Woodruff, who declared it to be an assembly of 
the great Hale family from the Spirit World held in these 
sacred walls in exultation over their liberation through the 
beneficient ministrations in their behalf.* 


And one early church record tells of a manifestation which 
also occurred in the Logan Temple: 


7 JD 19:153-154. 
8 The Life of Jonathan Hale, pp. 170-171. 
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Elder Joseph Keddington of the Tenth Ward, Salt Lake 
City, was with his mother in the Logan Temple, October Ist, 
1889, engaged in performing ordinances in behalf of their 
dead kindred. Joseph’s mother then received a revelation to 
the effect that the names of her grandfather and grandmother 
were John and Elizabeth Hutchinson. Elder Keddington 
stated that while he was engaged in receiving endowments for 
his dead uncle, John Barnes, he heard a voice saying, “your 
cousin, John William Tuckerfield, wants his work done!” 
This cousin had been killed by the falling of a platform on 
which he was working as a bricklayer. Before this fatal acci- 
dent the Gospel had been preached to him by Joseph Ked- 
dington’s uncle; and he (the cousin) had expressed a desire to 
hear more of that glorious message.” 


“Marriner Wood Merrill, a member of the Council of the 


Twelve Apostles, . . .” since 1889 and Logan Temple president 
from 1884 to 1906 “. . . continued his labors in the Logan 
Temple . . . until Feb. 6, 1906 when he died peaceably at his 


home in Logan, Cache county, Utah.” Often his excessive tem- 
ple labors fatigued him which was later compounded by the death 
of one son, whose sudden passing Apostle Merrill could not 
reconcile. Finally, on one evening following his exhaustive tem- 
ple work, the Logan Temple president received a visit from his 
deceased son from the spirit world: 


He (Apostle Merrill) once told me (Heber J. Grant) that 
he could not reconcile himself to the death of his son Marriner, 
who had had charge of practically all his financial affairs, as 
he gave so much of his time to the Temple, until he received a 
manifestation in which Marriner seemed to be in the room 


® The Salt Lake Temple Historical Record, October 1, 1889. 


© Andrew Jenson, L. D. S. Biographical Encyclopedia, Vol. 3, p. 
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with him, although not seen, and spoke to your father and 
said; “Pa, I am where the Lord wants me to be. I am doing 
work of more importance than I would be on earth, and it is 
not pleasing to the Lord for you to grieve as you are doing 
over my death.”’ He said this reconciled him to the loss.!! 


Apostle Merrill was not only a witness to the spiritual 
manifestation which were prevalent in the Logan Temple, but he 
was also witness to Satan’s attempts to hinder temple work in that 
vicinity: 

On one occasion I heard the late Apostle Marriner W. 
Merrill, President of the Logan Temple, relate this extraor- 
dinary incident: 

He was sitting in his office one morning, he said, when 
he noticed from the window a company of people coming up 
the hill to the Temple. As they entered the Temple grounds 
they presented rather a strange appearance, not only in dress 
but in their mode of travel. Some were riding on horses, others 
were in conveyances, and still others were afoot. He wondered 
who they could be as he was not looking for a company of 
such size that particular morning. They dismounted from 
their horses, stepped down from their conveyances, put their 
animals under the shade and walked about complacently as if 
they had a perfect right to be there. 

A little later a person unknown to Brother Merrill 
entered the room. Brother Merrill said to him: “Who are you 
and who are these people who have come up and taken posses- 
sion of the Temple unannounced?” He answered and said: “I 
am Satan and these are my people.” Brother Merrill then 
said: ‘What do you want?” Why have you come here?” 
Satan replied: “I don’t like the work that is going on in this 


“Heber J. Grant: Letter to Joseph F. Merrill, found in Marriner 
Wood Merrill and His Family, p. 374. 
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Temple and feel that it should be discontinued. Will you stop 
it?” Brother Merrill answered and said emphatically, “No, 
we will not stop it. The work must go on.”* “Since you refuse to 
stop it, I will tell you what I propose to do,”’ the adversary 
said, “I will take these people, my followers, and will instruct 
them to whisper in the ears of the people, persuading them not 
to go to the Temple, and thus bring about a cessation of your 
Temple work.” Satan then withdrew. 

President Merrill commenting on this strange interview 
with the Evil One said that for quite a period of time the spirit 
of indifference to Temple work seemed to take possession of 
the people and very few came to the House of the Lord. The 
presumption was that Satan had carried out his threat which 
caused a temporary lull in Temple work. 

It is not to be wondered at that Satan who is the enemy of 
all righteousness, is displeased with Temple work." 


But, despite the temporary, satanically-inspired lull in tem- 
ple work around the vicinity of Cache County, the saints of God 
still labored diligently performing sacred ordinances on behalf of 
their dead. And these very same saints received marvelous 
manifestations which transpired in the House of the Lord. One 
such saint, a faithful sister named Mary Curtis Read, exercised 
one divinely-endowed gift in the Logan Temple: 


I allude to the promise which I heard Joseph Smith make 
when preaching in a building in Pontiac, Oakland County, 
Michigan, and which has since been known as the “Old Mor- 
mon School house.” Although it is over sixty years since I 
heard him, . . .the words he uttered are imprinted so strong- 
ly on my mind that they are as bright in my memory as they 
were at the very moment I heard them. These are the very 


‘?Rudger Clawson, “Lucifer Tries to Hinder Temple Work,” 
Church Section, The Deseret News, December 12, 1936, 
Vol. 344, No. 61. 


The Logan Temple 85 


words of the Prophet: “And as a servant of God I promise 
you, inasmuch as you shall repent and be baptized, for the 
remission of your sins, you shall receive the Holy Ghost, and 
speak with tongues, and the signs of the Gospel shall follow 
you, and by this you may test me asa Prophet of God.” . . . 

Not long after a branch of the Church was organized in 
the Mormon Schoolhouse, one of its members (and I believe 
the first one who received the gift of tongues) was a 
schoolmate of mine, Miss Mary Curtis, a very nice little girl of 
only twelve years of age. In one of our meetings Mary arose to 
testify.of her good feelings and the goodness of God to her in 
bestowing upon her the Holy Ghost. While thus speaking, she 
quite unexpectedly to herself commenced speaking in 
tongues. Oh how this thrilled everyone of those who were pre- 
sent! For my part I can say that the Holy Ghost filled that 
humble schoolhouse. 

I will add that this young girl, with her father’s family, 
moved to the State of Missouri, then our gathering place. This 
occurred soon after Zion’s Camp went up to Missouri in 1834. 
Quite a number of the Michigan Saints also gathered up 
there, and from there we were driven out, and settled in the 
State of Illinois. Mary Curtis was still with us, and was 
married in Nauvoo to a Brother Read. From thence I trace her 
steps to Utah, knowing her as a good, faithful, consistent 
Latter-day Saint. President M. W. Merrill, of the Logan 
Temple, makes it a point to occupy one hour every fast day as 
a testimony meeting in connection with that day’s work. On 
one of these occasions the Temple was largely attended, and 
five of the members of the old Michigan branch of the Church 
were present including Sister Mary Curtis Read. Some of 
those present joined in the exercise of faith that the Lord 
would bestow the gift of tongues to this same sister, who used 
to speak in tongues in the Pontiac Branch, Michigan. During 
the meetings, to the great joy of all who were present, she was 
moved upon by the Holy Spirit, and spoke in tongues, and 
Sister Sarah Kimball interpreted the remarks she uttered. 
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Sister Read had been working in the Logan Temple for 
about ten years, officiating for her dead relatives, and, 
strange as it is, in the evening of that same day this favored 
sister passed peacefully away from this mortal sphere, to reap 
the reward of a well spent life.” 


On May 19th, 1884 Melvin J. Ballard’s mother experienced a 
very marvelous incident. Two days previously at the dedication 
of the Logan Temple President John Taylor had said that those 
members who were worthy and desirous to go through the House 
of the Lord might do so in the ensuing days. Concerning her ex- 
perience, Sister Ballard related the following: 


My husband being a bishop, was busy writing out 
recommends to all who wished to go through the temple, when 
my daughter, Ellen, came in and asked for her father. I told 
her that her father was busy and asked her to give the 
newspaper, which she had in her hand, to me so that I might 
give it to him. She said: “No, the man who gave the paper to 
me told me to give it to no one but Father.” | let the child take 
the paper to her father, and when he looked it over, he was 
greatly surprised for he saw that the paper had been printed in 
Berkshire, England, his birthplace, and was only four days 
from the press. He was so amazed at such an incident that he 
called Ellen and asked her where the man was who had given 
her the paper, She said that she was playing on the sidewalk 
with other children when two men came down the street walk- 
ing in the middle of the road. One of them called to her, say- 
ing: “Come here, little girl.” She hesitated at first, for there 
were other little girls with her. Then he pointed to her and 
said: “You,” She went out, and he gave her the paper and 
told her to give it to her father. This paper contained about 
sixty names of the dead acquaintances of my husband, giving 


8 Latter-day Saints’ Millennial Star, Vol. 58, No. 47, November 
19, 1896, p. 748. 


The Logan Temple 87 


the dates of their birth and death. My husband was baptized 
for the men, and I for the women, and all of the work was done 
for them. Again I felt the Lord was mindful of us in blessing 
us abundantly.'* 


Witnessing these miraculous manifestations of the spirit 
and receiving a profound testimony of the Restored Gospel, the 
saints followed the admonition of their earlier Church leaders 
and continued to erect holy sanctuaries in which the sacred or- 
dinances could be performed for both the living and the dead. 


The building of temples to the name of the Most High is 
a subject worthy of the deepest reflections in the minds of those 
hoping to share in the glorious blessings foreshadowed in their 
erection. The Prophet Joseph said that certain ordinances per- 
taining to the gospel could only be obtained by the rich ina 
temple built and dedicated to the Lord, while the poor might 
receive them in the mountain tops, as Moses did. The latter 
case will not apply to us at the present time, because we have 
enjoyed peace in our mountain homes for many years, and the 
Lord has prevented our enemies from depriving us of our 
homes and possessions, thus giving us ample time and means 
to rear a house to His name. 

Whenever the Lord has moved upon His servants, whom 
He has placed at the head of the affairs of His Church, to 
commence a work for the furtherance of His purposes, and 
Saints have responded with heart and hand to the accomplish- 
ment of this work, it has always been attended by His 
blessings and the smiles of His approbation; whereas if they 
do not labor zealously to that end, and His work is made 
secondary to some of our own schemes and purposes, the 
evidences of His displeasures have been none the less un- 
mistakeable. 


“Bryant S. Hinckley, Sermons and Missionary Experiences of 
Melvin J. Ballard, p. 18. 
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In nothing has this been more marked than in the erec- 
tion of temples. That God inspired His servant Brigham to 
lay the foundation of the beautiful edifices already dedicated 
to His name in St. George and Logan, and those nearing com- 
pletion in Salt Lake and Manti, no true Latter-day Saint 
doubts. The power attending the labors of His servants in 
those houses, the virulent opposition encountered from the 
enemy of truth, the wonderful protection with which He has 
sheltered His people from the vicious onslaughts of our 
enemies, as well as the direct word of the Lord to His servant 
President Taylor, all these evidences bear the impress of the 
rulings of Omnipotence. Likewise He has given us a standing 
command to continue the work of temple building . . . 1° 


And one of those sacred edifices erected “to the name of the 
Most High . . . for the furtherance of His purposes” was the 
Logan Temple in which marvelous spiritual gifts were manifested 
to the apostles and prophets of these latter days. 


Juvenile Instructor, Vol. 20, (Dec. 1, 1885), No. 23, pp. 354- 
oo, 


CHAPTER VI 


ON ZION’S HILL — 
THE MANTI TEMPLE 


The story of the Manti Temple itself commenced, not with 
the ground breaking for its construction, but many years earlier. 
The inception of the temple is given in the following interesting 
account: “One of the Elders laboring in the Manti Temple writes: 
‘In an early day when President Young and party were making 
the location of a settlement here, President Heber C. Kimball 
prophesied that the day would come when a temple would be built 
on this hill. Some disbelieved and doubted the possibility of even 
making a settlement here. Brother Kimball said, ‘Well, it will be 
so, and more than that, the rock will be quarried from that hill to 
build it with,. . .” *! This prophecy was echoed by the pioneers 
sometime later when they gathered to worship on their first Sun- 
day in the Sanpete Valley. That morning, an Elder, George A. 
Smith, who was called to speak, talked of building a House of the 
Lord in the tops of the mountains.” 

Another Elder, Lewis Anderson, who served as president of 
the Manti Temple between 1906 to 1933, testified with much 
boldness that a sacred edifice would be constructed in Manti 
because he beheld it in an open vision prior to its completion. The 
temple president’s daughter related the incident: 


10rson F, Whitney, The Life of Heber C. Kimball, p. 446. 


*“Manti Makes Ready for Temple Jubilee,” Deseret News, June 
4, 1938” p. 2. 
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Once when father was fifteen years old, he rode a load of 
wood on its way to Moroni. The horses became frightened on a 
hill and the load of wood was knocked to the ground. Father’s 
words were, “I am broken-up in general.” He had broken his 
collar bone, arm, a leg in two places, ribs, and a finger. They 
thought he was dead but he wasn’t. 

In the early days there were no hospitals, so Father had 
to lie in bed at home for weeks for all those bones to knit. A 
nerve doctor set the bones. Father would get very depressed 
and despondent. His folks had come from the Old Country 
and they were very poor. Father was afraid he would always 
be crippled and be a burden to them. One day when he was 
feeling very depressed, a picture came before him. It was a 
picture of a building. He said it looked as though someone 
was holding it, but could not see any hands. It stayed long 
enough for him to study it. He remembered all the details of 
the outside of the building. And he didn’t have any idea what 
the building was, because he had never seen a building or pic- 
ture like it before. Well, it just disappeared, faded away. 

Father, got well, grew up, married, and went on two 
missions to the Northern States. When he came home from his 
last mission, the Temple was ready for dedication. He hadn’t 
seen it during construction. He had lived in Fountain Green 
for part of the time the Temple was under construction, and he 
was on a full-time mission the rest of the time. He was called 
to come as a recorder in the Temple, another missionary call- 
ing. When he got to the south side of Ephraim on his way to 
accept his calling, he saw the Temple. The vision he had long 
ago all came back to him. He exclaimed, “There is the 
building I saw when I was a boy!”’ He came into the Temple 
that day as a recorder. Later he was called to assist Brother 
John D. T. McAllister in the Temple Presidency. Still later he 
served 27 years as president of the Temple.* 


* Barbara Lee Hargis, “A Folk History of the Manti Temple,” un- 
published 1968 Brigham Young Univeristy Master’s Thesis, 
pp. 93-54, 
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Numerous other residents of Manti had the firm conviction 
that a temple would be constructed there one day; and they anx- 
iously awaited the actual building of the sacred structure in their 
valley. It was not until April 25th, 1877 that President Brigham 
Young and other Church leaders came from Salt Lake City to 
dedicate the hill above Manti as holy ground and the site of a 
future temple. One Manti woman remembered her father telling 
of his experience on the day of dedication, 


My father, Peter Cornelius Peterson, was twenty-seven 
years old at the time. He was the son of Canute Peterson, the 
Stake President of all Sanpete—way south and way north. 
Being the president of the Stake, all the General Authorities 
stayed at his home. Brigham Young was there at the time for 
a stake conference, and of course, my father was his driver. 
He drove the team and the surrey. During the conference 
President Young and Warren Snow got up and left the con- 
ference. Father, thinking the Prophet might need the team 
and surrey, followed them out. They came up to the hill where 
the Manti Temple stands today. Brigham Young put his cane 
in the ground and said, “This is the spot where the Temple 
will be built.”” 

There had been some controversy. Ephraim people 
wanted it halfway between Ephraim and Manti. But 
Brigham Young knew that the Angel Moroni had dedicated 
the hill. He must have known to be so positive and to put his 
cane down in a certain spot that way. 

Then they went back to the conference. I’m sure 
Brigham Young must have known the hill had been dedicated 
for the Temple.4 


The published version of the aforementioned story reads: 


During conference, President Young and Brother 


*Ibid., p. 55. 
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Warren Snow, the other visiting authority, arose and left the 
conference... 

Peter went to the rig and soon President Young came 
and climbed in, telling Peter to drive them north and up on the 
side of a hill right on the northeast side of town to a site that he 
would show him. 

Peter drove them to this designated spot, and here the 
brethren got out of the surrey. 

Taking a shovel from the surrey, President Young thrust 
it into the ground with his foot, turned over a shovelful of sod 
and said, ‘There is where the Manti Temple corner stone will 
be,” 

After this, they went back to the surrey and got in and 
drove back to the tabernacle for the remainder of the con- 
ference. 

After conference was over, President Young, and a large 
following went up onto the hill again, and President Young 
dedicated the hill for the site of the Temple. § 


The most famous literary account of the dedication of the 
temple site is recorded in Orson F. Whitney’s biography of Heber 
C. Kimball: 

At a conference held in Ephraim, Sanpete County, June 
25th, 1875, nearly all the speakers expressed their feelings to 
have a temple built in Sanpete County, and gave their views 
as to what point and where to build it, and to show the union 
that existed, Elder Daniel H. Wells said ‘‘Manti,”” George A. 
Cannon, Brigham Young Jr., John Taylor, Orson Hyde, 
Erastus Snow, Franklin D. Richards, Lorenzo Young, and A. 

M. Musser said, ‘“Manti stone quarry.” I have given the 
names in the order in which they spoke. At 4 p.m. that day 
President Brigham Young said: “The Temple should be built 


5Edith P. Christiansen, Canute Peterson: From Norway to America 
p. 113. 
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on Manti stone quarry.” Early on the morning of April 25th, 
1877, President Brigham Young asked Brother Warren S. 
Snow to go with him to the Temple hill. Brother Snow says: 
“We two were alone: President Young took me to the spot 
where the Temple was to stand; we went to the southeast cor- 
ner, and President Young said: “Here is the spot where the 
Prophet Moroni stood and dedicated this piece of land for a 
Temple site, and that is the reason why the location is made 
here, and we can’t move it from this spot; and if you and 1 are 
the only persons that come here at high noon today, we will 
dedicate this ground.’ ’’® 
One Mormon author writes concerning the aftermath of the 
dedication of the temple site: 


In his dedicatory prayer Brigham Young referred to the 
previous dedication of the hill by the Angel Moroni. Many of 
the Saints in Sanpete believed that the ancient Nephite 
prophet, Moroni, dedicated the site for the Temple many hun- 
dreds of years before. The belief inspired determination and, 
together with solemnity of the dedication in 1877, . . . these 
Mormon pioneers thought the building of the Temple was a 
meaningful and spiritual undertaking.” 


Consequently, the residents of Manti and the immediate 
vicinity labored diligently clearing and leveling the temple site; 
and two years later the Church leaders laid and dedicated the cor- 
nerstones. On that memorable occasion the weather was even 
permissible for the cornerstones to be placed. 

“On April 14, 1879, in spite of a threatening sky and rain, a 
grand parade was held. Then nearly 4,000 people gathered around 
the temple site, when, in the shadow of the unfurled Stars and 


§Orson F, Whitney, The Life of Heber C. Kimball, pp. 446-447. 


’ Barbara Lee Hargis, “4 Folk History of the Manti Temple,” op. 
cit., pp. 55-56. 
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Stripes, the cornerstones were laid... During the ceremonies the 
sun burst through the clouds and covered all with its warmth and 
brightness. As the last of the people left the hill, rain once more 
began to fall.”’® 

Following its ultimate completion, the Manti Temple 
became a site of marvelous spiritual manifestations experienced 
by those who were in attendance at the dedicatory services. 


On the twenty-first of May, before the opening exercises 
commenced, Brother A. C. Smythe, the chorister, seated 
himself at the organ, and rendered a piece of sacred music, a 
selection from Mendelssohn, at the conclusion of which, per- 
sons sitting near the center of the hall, and also on the stand at 
the west end, heard most heavenly voices and singing—it 
sounded to them angelic, and appeared to be behind and 
above them, and they turned their heads in the direction of the 
sound, wondering if there was another choir in some other 
part of the Temple.* 


In the course of the services, a bright halo of light was seen 
over and around the heads of the following speakers: Lorenzo 
Snow, Jacob Gates, Robert Campbell, John Henry Smith, Francis 
M. Lyman, John W. Taylor, and Angus M. Cannon. Canute Peter- 
son, the Sanpete Stake president, observed this halo around the 
heads of all the speakers, while the dedicatory prayer was being 
offered by Lorenzo Snow. Near the middle of the prayer, during a 
pause, the words “Hallelujah, Hallelujah the Lord be praised,” 
were uttered by a voice in a soft and melodious tone. This voice 
was heard by Lewis Anderson, one of the assistant temple 
recorders at that time and later a temple President. 


William A. Lund, “In Manti Stands A Holy House,” Improve- 
ment Era, June, 1938, Vol. 41, p. 332. 


° The Latter-day Saints’ Millennial Star, Vol. 50, No. 26, August 
13, 1888, pp. 521-522. 


“Manti Temple Historical Record, Vol. 2. pp. 37-38. 
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One Latter-day Saint who attemded the dedication of the 
Manti Temple recorded the following spiritual manifestation: 


The ceremonies of the dedication of the Manti Temple I 
do not write. It is published in the Deseret News. No pen or 
words can ever tell it all, it was so glorious, grand and effec- 
ting. The spirit and power of God was there, the glory of God 
was there, and it shone around some of the speakers; most 
notably of which was Apostle John W. Taylor and John H. 
Smith. Many saw a light surrounding their bodies exactly the 
shape of the body... 

During the services which lasted five hours, 16 speakers 
occupied the time including the “‘sacred shout’ which took 
place at the close—it was performed by the whole congrega- 
tion of 1500 or 1600 people at the top of their voices. It con- 
sisted of these words, three times repeated “‘Hosannah, 
Hosannah to God and the Lamb, forever and forever, Amen, 
Amen and Amen.”’... 

Nearly every speaker bore testimony that the Temple 
was accepted of God and that testimony was with nearly 
every saint to aremarkable degree. It seemed to float in the air 
and could be seen and felt. Strange sweet heavenly music was 
heard by some as if it came from the walls, or far up and 
beyond. I know of two or three people, very deaf, that heard 
the music and hundreds of people with good hearing, heard 
nothing of it. A bright light was seen about the person of John 
W. Taylor and Lorenzo Snow, members of the quorum of 
twelve apostles. 

A small boy looking very pale and seemed frightened 
asked George Taylor if he had seen that ghost—a person 
dressed in white, in the air... 


One Mormon writer records accounts of similar 
manifestations experienced by those attending the dedication of 


"Oliver B. Huntington Journal, Vol. 2, p. 303. 
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the Manti Temple: 


When John W. Taylor was speaking, a brilliant light is 
said to have surrounded his person. Ina letter written to M. F. 
Farnsworth, temple recorder, on May 23, 1888, Rhoda W’. 
Smith said that this light surrounded Mr. Taylor from the tips 
of the fingers on the right hand, up the arms, over the head 
and shoulders and down the left arm. She describes this light 
as being very bright. It stood out from three to five inches 
wide, and the rays from the light formed a glorious soft halo 
of milky white light all around him. Another person, Walter 
Cox of Provo, reported that he saw a brilliant circle of light 
surrounding the head and chest of Mr. Taylor. He said that 
the light was so dazzling that it surpassed the light of the sun, 
the light of day being entirely eclipsed.” 
Other members of the congregation also witnessed the halo 

of light surrounding the visiting General Authorities. 

..-A bright halo was seen by Sisters Emma G. Bull, Ellen 
B. Matheny and Elizabeth H. Shipp, around Brothers John 
Henry Smith and Francis M. Lyman while they were speak- 
ing. On the 23rd the singing and voices were heard by a 
number of the members of the choir, and the halo of light was 
seen around Brothers John W. Taylor and Heber J. Grant by 
Sisters Amelia F. Young and Elizabeth Folsom. I was sitting 
at the foot of the east stand, taking notes of the services; I look- 
ed up while Brother Heber J. Grant was speaking, and saw a 
bright halo surrounding him, which swayed to and fro as he 
moved his body. I laid down my pencil and gazed steadily at 
him for a few moments." 


A few people in attendance at the dedicatory services 


"Glen R. Stubbs, “A History of the Manti Temple,” un- 
published 1960 Brigham Young University Master’s Thesis, 
pp. 64-65. 


8 Latter-day Saints’ Millennial Star, Vol. 50, No. 26, p- 522. 
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reported beholding the spirits of early Church leaders who were 
already deceased. Apostle Franklin D. Richards noted: ““When 
we dedicated the Temple at Manti, many of the brethren and 
sisters saw the presence of spiritual beings, discernible only by 
the inward eye. The Prophets Joseph, Hyrum, Brigham and 
various other Apostles that have gone were seen and not only 
this, but the ears of many of the faithful were touched, and they 
heard the music of the heavenly choir.”4 And others testified 
that they beheld the spirit bodies of John Taylor and Jedediah M. 
Grant. 


On the 22nd of May, when Brother John. W. Taylor 
was speaking, a bright halo surrounded him, and in that halo 
the personages of Presidents Brigham Young, John Taylor, 
and a third personage, whom she believed to be the Prophet 
Joseph, were seen by Sister Emma G. Bull of Salt Lake City; 
also the personage of Brother Jedediah M. Grant was seen by 
her standing by his son, Heber J. Grant, looking towards him 
while he was speaking; they were surrounded by a bright 
halo." 


The numerous inhabitants of the spirit world awaited anx- 
iously for the final completion of the Manti Temple so that or- 
dinance work could be performed on their behalf. 


Some time in November last, after having done con- 
siderable work in the Temple for my dead, I went to bed as 
usual, and lay meditating upon Temple Work. I heard the 
clock strike twelve, when my mind was led away, seemingly a 
long distance, to the foot of a very high mountain; but by 
what means I got there I do not know. I looked up the moun- 
tain as far as my eye could reach, and beheld, as if in another 
world, a multitude of people. A man came past me and went 


“Genealogical Magazine, Vol. 15, p. 148. 
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right in amongst the multitude, who were all very joyful. 

While I was looking wonderingly at the happy throng, I 
saw with unspeakable joy my father and mother near me, 
looking as they did when alive, only more pleased and happy. 
The man mentioned above seemed as he passed among the 
people to electrify them with joy. He said to a woman, “‘T have 
come to let you people know that they are doing a great work 
down there for you.” “Down where?” she asked. “There is a 
place down there called Manti Temple,” he answered. “How 
do you know?” the woman asked; to which he answered, “I 
have just come from there.” At this the woman broke into ex- 
clamations of joy and praise to God, in which the multitude 
Joined. “I must go,” the messenger said, “‘and let other people 
know.”’ They were unwilling to let him go; but he departed. 

The people appeared to increase immensely in number 
around the place where the information was received, until it 
seemed like an extensive valley filled with persons who were 
still gathering and rejoicing, and filling up the space as far as 
the eye could reach. 

At this juncture a strange and unpleasant looking in- 
dividual came up to me and asked me sneeringly what I 
wanted there? 

“T have come to the light,” I answered. “To the light,” 
he replied gruffly. “Yes,” said I, “To the light; some love 
darkness more than light, because their deeds are evil, and I 
have come to the light to make my deeds known.” Upon this 
he vanished. 

Then it appeared to me that I returned; but how I got 
back I knew not. When I awoke the clock struck three, sol had 
been in the condition I have described for the space of three 
hours—the happiest three hours I ever spent in my life. 

I am now nearly eighty-two years old, and I write this 
(trusting you will publish it) in order to encourage my 
brethren and sisters in the great and grand work of redeeming 
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the dead.—James Gledhill, Gunnison, Utah, December 18, 
1888.16 
Some mortals have received visitations from their deceased 
relatives now dwelling in the spirit world and conversed with 
them concerning vicarious temple ordinances. Apostle Anthon 
H. Lund related such a story: 


I remember one day in the Temple at Manti, a brother 
from Mount Pleasant rode down to the Temple to take part 
in the work, and as he passed the cemetery in Ephraim, he 
looked ahead (it was early in the morning), and there was a 
large multitude all dressed in white, and he wondered how 
that could be. Why should there be so many up here; it was 
too early for a funeral, he thought; but he drove up and 
several of them stepped out in front of him and they talked to 
him. They said, “Are you going to the Temple?”’ “Yes.”” 
“Well, these that you see here are your relatives and they 
want you to do work for them.”’ “Yes,” he said, “‘but I am go- 
ing down today to finish my work. I have no more names and 
I do not know the names of those who you say are related to 
me.” “But when you go down to the Temple today you will 
find there are records to give our names.”’ He was surprised. 
He looked until they all disappeared, and drove on. As he 
came into the Temple, Recorder Farnsworth came up to him 
and said, “I have just received records from England and 
they all belong to you.”’ And there were hundreds of names 
that had just arrived, and what was told him by these persons 
that he saw was fulfilled. You can imagine what joy came to 
his heart, and what a testimony it was to him, that the Lord 
wants this work done.!’ 


A remarkable experience occurred in connection with the 
Manti Temple when a lady was prompted that the sealing records 


were incorrect: 


The Deseret Weekly, Vol. 38, pp. 28-29. 
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Last January a lady, whom we will call Mrs. D., was in 
Manti, having come from the Southern States. She was one 
who had made many sacrifices for her religion. She was un- 
able herself to go to the Temple that day, but I called to take 
her names, at her request, to be officiated for. Having occa- 
sion later on in the week to call upon her and bring some other 
temple records she wanted, I heard from her the following 
remarkable instance concerning one of the names on the list 
she had handed to me the previous Tuesday. I will say that the 
names she had were of her near relatives, which she had 
gathered from memory and family sources. We are all aware 
that the family records of Southern States are very meager 
when it comes to vital records being kept by town officials. 

Mrs. D. was accustomed to arise, she told me, about 6:20 
a. m. as she had certain work to perform. A few mornings 
before, she had awakened as usual, but a feeling of drow- 
siness came over her, which she could not shake off, and she 
went to sleep again. When in that state her dead mother 
appeared to her, smiled upon her, and said words of en- 
couragement for the work she was performing in the Temple 
at so much sacrifice to her earthly comforts. She placed before 
her eyes a temple blank upon which she had written some 
names, in a fine, clear handwriting, for she was a well- 
educated and refined lady. The mother called her attention to 
the name of Sarah, which Mrs. D. had omitted and said she 
was her father’s aunt, a young woman who had been un- 
married, yet she had reached maturity, and she felt grieved 
that she had been left out when all her brothers and sisters had 
been included. 

Now Mrs. D. told me that she had a slight renembrance 
when a small child of hearing her father speak of an Aunt 
Sarah, but it passed from her mind in later years. Mrs. D.'s 
mother was well loved by her father’s people and had been 
given the privilege of visiting her daughter, Mrs. D., to bring 
to her this information which she could not have obtained in 
any other way, for her father was dead. This was a great 
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testimony to Mrs. D. of the worth of the work she was doing 
for her dead, and how it was appreciated. 


One Latter-day Sister whose efforts in genealogy were 
assisted by divine aid is related as follows: 


She very often would sit up late at night working for 
genealogy. Sometimes it would be two o'clock in the morning 
before she would get all of a certain line put down on the fami- 
ly group sheets before she could go to bed. 

One night after she had gone to bed and was asleep she 
was awakened very suddenly—there by her bed stood two 
women. One of the women spoke to Mother and said, “I am 
not a blood relative of yours, but I married one of your 
relatives. You will find my name in a Washburn book in the 
Manti Temple on page 54 about half way down the page.” 
Then she gave her name. The two women disappeared. 

About a month later, Mother went to the Manti Temple. 
Peter Poulson was the chief recorder there. Mother ap- 
proached Bro. Poulson and asked if she could see this certain 
Washburn book (which she knew was not there, and so Bro. 
Poulson would say there was no such book there). 

Bro. Poulson said, “O. K. Sis. Larsen—I was searching 
in the vault a week ago and I came to this Washburn book, 
and I thought you would like to see it, so I laid it aside for you 
when you came again.” He got the book and handed it to 
Mother. She was still doubtful as she turned to page 54. To 
her surprise, there she found it all as the woman had told 
Mother, and as she had written it down.'* 


According to the account of Elder J. Hatten Carpenter, a 


'8 The Forefather Quest —A Lesson Book for Third Year Junior 
Genealogical Classes, pp. 27-28. 
19Floy L. Turner, Lorena Eugenia Washburn Larsen: A Mother in 
Israel, p. 70 
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former recorder in the Manti Temple, spirit beings were present 
to witness vicarious baptisms being performed in their behalf: 


A venerable patriarch, who is now dead, once related to 
the writer the following: The patriarch, who we will call 
Brother C. came to the Manti Temple some years ago when 
President John D. McAllister presided there. It was on a Tues- 
day when baptisms were being performed. Having none of his 
own to officiate for, he was invited into the room where this 
sacred ordinance is performed. As he sat and witnessed the 
ceremony, he became very much interested, as indeed he 
might be for he was gazing into the spirit world. To his view 
appeared the spirits of those for whom they were officiating in 
the font by proxy. There the spirits stood awaiting their turn, 
and, as the Recorder called out the name of a person to be bap- 
tized for, the patriarch noticed a pleasant smile come over the 
face of the spirit whose name had been called, and he would 
leave the group of fellow spirits and pass over to the side of the 
Recorder. There he would watch his own baptism performed 
by proxy, and then with a joyful countenance would pass 
away, make room for the next favored personage who was to 
enjoy the same privilege. 

As the eyes of Brother C. were riveted on this beautiful 
scene, he noticed at last that some were beginning to turn 
away with sorrowful countenances. Then his mind and sight 
came to things material. He looked around him and saw that 
the font room was nearly empty, the day’s baptisms were at 
an end, and the Recorder was gathering up his records and 
stepping down from his desk. 

“T often think of this event,”* says Brother Carpenter, 
“for [so often sit at the font, and call off the names for the or- 
dinances to be performed which means so much to the dead.2° 


* Utah Genealogical and Historical Magazine, Vol. 11, p. 119, 
July, 1920. 
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Elder Carpenter also received a manifestation of a couple 
from the spirit world expressing gratitude for having ordinance 
work done on their behalf. 


On the 15th day of April, 1908, I went to the Temple 
with my wife, and on that day we were sealed for some ten 
couples of my Carpenter kindred. Among them was a certain 
Warncombe Carpenter and his wife, Eleanor Taylor. During 
the ceremony a most perculiar feeling came over me, one! had 
never experienced before—a sensation of warmth in my chest 
which extended upwards which brought tears to my eyes and | 
melted through the intensity of its effects. This feeling I did 
not experience when being sealed for the other nine couples. I 
realized that Warncombe and his wife were permitted to show 
their gratitude to us for the work performed for them and gave 
us a taste of the joys of heaven, for | had never such exquisite 
Joy before, but have since on seven or eight occasions. As we 
went home my wife and I talked over this experience and she 
had experienced the same feeling as 1. We likened this to the 

feelings expressed by the two disciples who were going to Em- 
maeus, and who after meeting the Savior, remarked : Did not 
our bosoms burn within us? 

This Warncombe Carpenter was born about 1623 at 
Dilwyn, Hereford, England, and died November 2, 1669. He 
belonged to the main branch of the Carpenter family who had 
died there before 1300, and were a cadet branch of the 
Carpenter family from Cambrai, in French Flanders, and 
from which the Carpenter families of England originated. 
Warncombe was an officer in the Cavalier army and fought 
at the Battle of Naseby in 1645, for King Charles I, and 
carried the wounds received to his death. One of his sons was 
the famous general known as Lord George Carpenter, the 
ancestor of the Earl of Tyroconnel. 

I give this incident as a testimony of the fact that when 
we say our dear ones are dead, they still live as the same in- 
dividuals though in another sphere, and are cognizant of the 


104 Temple Manifestations 


work being done for them and which is necessary for their 

progression; and they are sometimes permitted, as in this case, 

to show their gratitude for services performed for them and 

which they could not for themselves do in the sphere to which 

they have departed.—J. Hatten Carpenter, Manti, Utah, 

May 10, 1940.2! 

Angelic hosts from the presence of the Most High God have 

been known to have visited the Manti Temple at unanticipated 
moments: 


That there were many beautiful manifestations at the 
Manti Temple, all the Saints have heard and believed with 
joyful faith. The following incidents have never been publish- 
ed, although often related to those who come to the House of 
the Lord at Manti: 

Brother Peter Alstrom, the janitor of the Temple, was 
appointed to take visitors over the building. A few days before 
the dedication, while upstairs busy at work, a terrible wind 
storm came up and he hurried downstairs to close the win- 
dows. As he came to the first of a series of three rooms, he saw 
a man. in the center of the room, dressed in dark clothes, with 
his back turned to him, looking curiously around the room. He 
walked ahead of Brother Alstrom down the stairs, through the 
open door, going leisurely through the second room, looking 
about as he walked along; then down the stairs to the third 
room, all the time keeping ahead of the janitor. Brother 
Alstrom had not taken time to speak, for he was anxious to get 
the windows closed, then he intended to ask the stranger how 
he got there, for these rooms were kept locked. Stepping down 
into the third room, Brother Alstrom looked around for the 
man, but he was nowhere to be seen. Unwilling to believe 
himself the victim of a halluncination, he walked to the only 
other door of the room—which was kept locked and tried it. It 


*1N. B. Lundwall, Temples of the Most High, pp. 114-115. 
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was still locked. Where did the man go? Certainly he did not 
know then, nor does he know now. A thorough search follow- 
ed, but nothing more was heard or seen of the man. This oc- 
curred before the Temple was open and there were but one or 
two other brethren inside, none of them having access to these 
rooms. 

The night after the dedication was a dark, rainy night, 
filled with sudden gusts of wind and beating rain. After 
Brother Alstrom had retired to rest he happened to remember 
that the window in one of the rooms was open a little. He 
sprang up and ran down the stairs to close the window. Open- 
ing the door of the sealing room, he was surprised to see, stan- 
ding above the altar, a personage clothed in white robes—a 
brilliant light surrounding him and filling the whole room. 
For the first time in his life, this good man was filled with an 
unreasonable, unaccountable feeling of fear. Shutting the 
door hastily behind him, he ran upstairs and throwing 
himself on his knees, he asked God to take away the foolish 
fear that had taken possession of him. Instantly he was calm- 
ed and filled with peace flooding the room. 

In the morning, President Wells asked him about the 
matter and then remarked: 

“None need fear to see an angel of the Lord; that there 
are angels in this place we have no doubt; but it is not given to 
everyone to see them.” 

There were also many marvelous healings in the Manti Tem- 
ple. Moses F. Farnsworth, a former temple worker, gives this ac- 
count: 

One particular case of healing I will mention which oc- 
curred in the Manti Temple. Brother Joseph V. Robison of 
Fillmore, was afflicted with cancer. It had eaten away his 


2 Young Woman’s Journal, Vol. 4, pp. 213-214. 
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right ear, and was in his mouth and on his face. He was in a 
very bad condition. The cancer had advanced so far that 
medical skill had entirely failed. 

He came to the Temple on September 22, 1891, and was 
anointed with Holy Oil, and was administered to by the 
brethren, there being seven of them in the room. I anointed 
him, and Brother Lund sealed the anointing, rebuking the 
cancer. He was healed, and is now heaithy and strong, his 
testimony being that he is a well man. He gives the thanks and 
the praise to the Lord for His wonderful kindness and 
goodness in healing him of that loathsome affliction. There 
were many miraculous healings, but we took no notes of these 
things, for the living witnesses testify of the power and 
goodness of God to His children.” 


And John D. T. McAllister, former president of the Manti 
Temple, relates stories of healings and manifestations which oc- 
curred in that House of the Lord: 


In the Manti Temple the power of God was also 
manifested to a great degree. I was present at the dedicatory 
services. At the opening meeting in the upper main room I 
heard what seemed to be a choir singing. The music was 
heavenly. I asked a brother on my left if there were any 
serenaders outside. He said he knew of none. The sound came 
at first from the direction of the southeast corner, and while 
President Lorenzo Snow was speaking from the upper stand 
they seemed to be behind and almost over him. I was thrilled 
with the music, the words I could not understand; the har- 
mony was perfect. I said to myself, “If Brother Snow heard 
that music he would not speak now.” 

Many persons have been healed of their ailments and in- 
firmities, in this Temple, and have realized to a fullness the 
promises made to them by the servants of the Lord acting in 
His name and in the authority of the Holy Priesthood. 


3 The Contributor, Vol. 16, p. 66. 
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Sister Honorine Matilda Anderson was told by the doc- 
tors that she could never give birth toa living child, two hav- 
ing been taken from her with instruments. She came to the 
Manti Temple on the twenty-sixth of March, 1894, and was 
anointed preparatory to her confinement. She was promised 
that she would give birth to a living child. On the fourteenth 
of June, she gave birth with but little pain to a fine daughter, 
weighing eleven and a half pounds. It will be in place here to 
repeat the words of Sister Helena Madsen of Gunnison who 
writes in relation to the matter: ‘This precious testimony of 
the mercy and power of our Heavenly Father, will un- 
doubtedly strengthen the faith of many.”’ Sister Anderson 
and her beautiful baby have enjoyed the most perfect health 
all along. 


Finally, J. V. Williams relates this case of healing in the 
Manti Temple: 

For the encouragement of Saints who may be afflicted 
with disease, I present the following remarkable case which 
came under my personal knowledge: 

Sister Karren Rich had been bedfast for five years with a 
disease which had a strong hold upon her entire system. She 
was unable to turn herself in bed during this time and 
therefore had te be attended by sympathetic relatives and 
friends, who handled her almost as an infant. She had a great 
desire to go with her husband, Elder Jens J. Rich, to the Manti 
Temple to perform some work for their dead relatives and 
friends. They obtained a recommend from the bishop for that 
purpose and started for Manti on the seventh of July. One of 
their grandsons was engaged to drive the team. Sister Rich 
had to be lifted into the wagon where she was laid on a bed 
that had been prepared for her. The party then started on their 
journey. When about two miles distant from Monroe I met 
them, when they stopped their wagon and we had some little 
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conversation. I remarked, “I suppose you are on your way to 
the House of the Lord in Manti.” 

“Yes,” replied Brother Rich, “if we can only live to get 
there.” Continuing, he said, “Brother Williams, won't you 
pray to the Lord that He will give us strength to reach Manti 
and do some work for our dead friends?” 

I replied that I would, and further that I would prophesy 
in the name of the Lord that they would arrive in safety and 
that Sister Rich would be baptized for her health and should 
return home from the Temple a healed woman. 

She answered that she hoped such would be the case. I 
shook hands with them with a “God bless you,” and we 
separated, I going to my home and they proceeding towards 
Manti. After our separation I began to fear and tremble in 
reflecting upon the promise I had just made, but this sensation 
soon left me and I became cheerful and was satisfied that the 
inspiration of the Lord had prompted the promise I had made. 

Brother and Sister Rich went to the Temple and she was 
baptized for her health. As soon as she came out of the water 
and was confirmed she was restored to health, and is today in 
full vigor of mind and body and rejoicing in the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Seven years have elapsed since that time, and 
though she has been baptized and had endowments and 
sealings for about five hundred persons during this period, her 
health is still most excellent. She is desirous of going to the 
Temple again as soon as she can obtain the means with which 
to make the journey. Though she is now nearly seventy-six 
years of age she is as active and nimble on foot as many of our 
maidens of sixteen years. 

Her husband attended to considerable work while in the 
Temple upon the occasion named, but shortly thereafter was 
taken sick and died. 

Many people in this ward of Monroe, where Sister Rich 
lives, can testify to the truth of the statement here given.” 


* Tbid., p. 312. 
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There occurred in the life of one Charles R. Woodbury a 
spiritual event which convinced him that the spirits of the 


deceased were fully aware of the temple work being performed on 
their behalf: 


This is Patriarch C. R. Woodbury of Hinckley, Utah. 
I'm relating an experience that happened to me in the Manti 
Temple as I witnessed 300 baptisms one day. As a name was 
called out for baptism, a voice said to me, “This person has 
had the Gospel taught them and is converted and is ready for 
baptism.” Another name would be called out, ‘This person’s 
never heard the Gospel yet.”” Another name would be called, 
“This person’s heard the Gospel and is not converted.” I sat 
there in that condition and witnessed 300 baptisms. I knew 
every one of them that had accepted it and those that didn’t 
. . . 25 out of the 300 weren’t ready for it. They weren’t con- 
verted and ready for the work. The rest of them, the other 275 
were prepared and rejoiced that their work was being done. 

This is the testimony that I have to show people that the 
departed spirits know and appreciate when their work is done 
in the Temple so they can enjoy the blessings of the Gospel. 

This is my testimony to the world that they do know and 
understand and are privileged to enjoy the blessings of the 
Gospel when we do work for them in the Temples of the Lord, 


which is our great responsibility. 


And he experienced the following manifestation in the Man- 
ti Temple: 


I might relate another instance that happened in the 
Manti Temple. A man by the name of John Reeves said, “T’ve 
some names to do the baptisms for and I’m not able t~ get 
clothing large enough for me to wear to do the baptis us for 
them. Will you be baptized for them?” I said, “T will be hap- 
py to, Brother Reeves.” I had just gotten over a severe sick 


6 Faith Promoting Experiences of Patriarch Charles R. Wood- 
bury, unpublished manuscript, p. 32. 
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spell. Brother Reeves told me afterward, “When I saw you 
going down into the waters so pale, I was sorry I asked you to 
be baptized for them.” “If you'll show me that list of 
names,” I said, “I can tell you who accepted it and who 
didn’t. There were three on this list that weren’t prepared for 
it, the other eleven were.” He answered and said, “Well, I’m 
grateful then, that you were baptized for them.” 

1 was also baptized for sixteen of my own names and the 
same condition existed. They didn’t all accept it, but the ma- 
Jority of them did. 

So that was a glorious time for me that day. Every time I 
went down into the waters of baptism and came up, I felt 
stronger. After being baptized thirty times, I was much 
stronger than when 1 went into the water for the first baptism. 

So I didn’t only bring joy and happiness to these people 
in the spirit world by reason of being baptized for them, but 
joy and health and strength to myself, as I was stronger when 
I came out of the water after being baptized for those thirty 
people than I was when I went into the waters of baptism. 

This is another testimony that I bear to the world that 
they know and understand when the work is done for them in 
the Temple, whether being baptized or sealed for them, 
couples sealed together and their children sealed to them. 
They understand and appreciate it.” 


Another event which occurred in this House of God was the 
consecration of the Prophet Joseph Smith’s Seer Stone upon the 
altar by President Wilford Woodruff. While addressing a large 
congregation in Salt Lake City on Sunday, September 4, 1870, 
Martin Harris, one of the Three Witnesses and the Prophet’s first 
scribe, said “that the Prophet possessed a seer stone, by which he 
was enabled to translate as well as from the Urim and Thummim, 
and for convenience he then used the seer stone.’ 


7 Ibid., pp. 32-3: 


28Andrew Jenson, The Historical Record, Vol. 6. May, 1887, p- 
216. ' 
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Presumably, the sacred Seer Stone passed into the hands of 
Brigham Young upon the Prophet Joseph’s martyrdom and com- 
mitted to the permanent trust of succeeding Church presidents 
until it came into the possession of President Woodruff, who, as 
previously-mentioned, consecrated it upon the altar unto the 
Lord. Concerning this incident, Elder Brigham H. Roberts writes 
the following: 

The Temple at Manti was dedicated in May, 1888. First 
there was a private dedication of it on the 17th by President 
Wilford Woodruff, George Q. Cannon and a number of the 
Twelve Apostles, among them Lorenzo Snow, president of the 
quorum, ... 

One item mentioned by President Woodruff about the 
private dedicatory services at Manti is of more than passing 
interest. “Before leaving,” he writes, ‘I consecrated upon the 
altar the Seer Stone that Joseph Smith found by revelation 
some thirty feet under the earth (ground), and carried by him 
through life.”’ This is the very Seer Stone that the Prophet 
Joseph Smith used part of the time when translating the Book 
of Mormon; the one he took from the well he was digging with 
his brother Hyrum, near Palmyra, for Mr. Clark 
Chases... 


In the dedicatory prayer delivered May 21st 1888, by Apos- 
tle Lorenzo Snow at the Manti Temple these words were spoken: 
“Wilt Thou accept and bless these sacred altars which have been 
erected by the offerings of Thy devoted Saints?” * Undoubted- 
ly, “these sacred altars” were accepted by God, and if President 
Wilford Woodruff, a true Prophet of God, consecrated Joseph 
Smith’s Seer Stone upon analtar, then it (the Seer Stone) was ob- 
viously accepted by the Most High—in the Manti Temple. 


29B. H. Roberts, 4 Comprehensive History of the Church, Vol. 6, 
p- 230. 
30N. B. Lundwall, Temples of the Most High, p. 106. 
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CHAPTER VII 


HOLINESS TO THE LORD — 
THE SALT LAKE TEMPLE 


“On July 28, 1847, four days after the arrival of the Mormon 
people in the Great Salt Lake Valley, Brigham Young, prophet of 
their faith and leader of their exodus, accompanied by Heber C. 
Kimball, Willard Richards, Orson Pratt, Wilford Woodruff, and 
several others, walked from their north camp to a section of land 
located between two creeks in the heart of the valley. Brigham 
Young waved his hand and said, ‘Here is the forty acres for the 
Temple. The city can be laid out perfectly square north and 
south, east and west,” writes one Mormon writer concerning 
the inception of the Salt Lake Temple. Then he continues with a 
footnote: “Another account claims that Brigham Young struck 
the ground with the point of his cane and said, ‘Here we will 
build the Temple of our God,” . . .A Mormon tradition now 
recalls that on this occasion Wilford Woodruff drove a wooden 
stake into the small hole made by President Young’s cane. On 
February 14, 1853, shortly after the ground was surveyed, it was 
noticed that the exact center of the plot laid out by the survey for 
the Temple was where Wilford Woodruff had placed the stake 
nearly six years before.” 

That the above-mentioned traditional accounts are true is an 
indisputable fact. Even before its ultimate completion in the 
forepart of 1893, the early leaders of the Church envisioned the 


1Wallace Alan Raynor, The Everlasting Spires, p. 11. 
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physical appearance of the Salt Lake Temple in a spiritual form. 
According to President Brigham Young, he conceived of that 
House of the Lord in vision in July, 1847: 


I scarcely ever say much about revelations, or visions, 
but suffice to say, five years ago last July I was here, and saw 
in the spirit the Temple not ten feet from where we have laid 
the chief cornerstones. I have not inquired what kind of a 
Temple we should build. Why? Because it was represented 
before me. I have never looked upon that ground, but the vi- 
sion of it was there. I see it as plainly as if it was in reality 
before me. Wait until it is done. I will say, however, that it 
will have six towers, and Joseph only built one. It is easier for 
us to build sixteen than it was for him to build one. The time 
will come when there will be one in the center of Temples we 
shall build and on the top, groves and fish ponds. But we shall 
not see them here, at present.” 


And President Wilford Woodruff beheld the Salt Lake Tem- 
ple in vision before the pioneers’ famous trek westward: 


When in the western country, many years ago, before we 
came to the Rocky Mountains, I had a dream. I dreamed of 
being in these mountains, and of seeing a large fine looking 
temple erected in one of these valleys which was built of cut 
granite stone. I saw that temple dedicated, and I attended the 
dedicatory services, and I saw a good many men that are liv- 
ing today in the midst of this people. And I saw them called of 
God and sent forth into the United States and to Babylon, or 
what is called the earth, because they had rejected the 
testimony of Jesus and of the establishment of the kingdom of 
God upon the earth. When the foundation of that temple was 
laid I thought of my dream, and a great many times brethren 
of the Twelve had talked of building the temple of adobe or 


brick, which was done, I would say to myself, “No, you will 


27D 1:113. 
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never do it;”” because I had seen it in my dream built of some 
other material. I mention these things to show you that things 
are manifested to the Latter-day Saints sometimes which we 
do not know anything about only as they are given by the 
Spirit of God. * 

The construction of the Salt Lake Temple was extremely im- 
portant to the deceased Church leaders who were laboring in the 
Kingdom of heaven. Apostle Parley P. Pratt testified that he 
beheld the Prophet Joseph Smith at the laying of the temple cor- 
nerstones on Wednesday, April 6th, 1853: 


Shall I speak my feelings, that I had on yesterday, while 
we were laying those Corner Stones of the Temple? Yes, I will 
utter them, if I can. It was not with my eyes, not with the 
power of actual vision, but . . . by the power of the Spirit, 
that it appeared to me that Joseph Smith, and his associate 
spirits, the Latter-day Saints, hovered above us on the brink of 
that foundation, and with them all the angels and spirits from 
the other world, that might be permitted, or that were not too 
busy elsewhere. * 

Not only were angelic hosts and heavenly personages aware 
of the construction of the Salt Lake Temple; but the powers of 
darkness raged incessantly because of the erection of the House 


of the Lord: 


In after years, President Heber C. Kimball predicted, in 
relation to this Temple that when its walls reached the square 
the powers of evil would rage and the Saints would suffer 
persecution. The walls of the Salt Lake Temple “reached the 
square” in November, 1882, eight months after the passage 
by Congress of the celebrated “Edmunds Law.” One year 
later, in November, 1883, occurred the trial of Rudger Claw- 
son for polygamy under the provisions of that law, in the 


3 [bid., 21:299-300. 
4[bid., 1:14. 
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Third District Court of Utah Territory. This, the first gun of 
the campaign, was the signal for the inauguration of the anti- 
Mormon crusade which, for bitterness and cruelty, takes rank 
in the history of religious persecution with the deeds of the 
Dark Ages. Thus was fulfilled another prediction of the 
Prophet Heber, fifteen years after his mortal eyes were closed 
in death.° 


But, despite the fact that the forces of evil raged against the 
saints during the construction of the temple, marvelous spiritual 
manifestations continued to attend those who labored there. One 
such laborer at the House of God received such a manifestation. 


In the fall and winter of 1892-1893 I worked at painting 
in the Salt Lake Temple. Although sick, I felt strongly im- 
pressed to go and do my very best. 

At noon the third day after beginning, President 
Woodruff called all of the workmen together. He said he had 
been told that some of the workmen had stated that it would be 
impossible to have the temple completed by April 6th. He said 
when he looked at this body of men he didn’t believe a word of 
it. “Some of you may be sick and weak”’ (I thought he was 
talking to me) he continued, “Some of you may give out at 
night, but you will be here in the morning if you are faithful. 
You are not here by accident. You were ordained in the Eter- 
nal World to perform this work. Brethren I will be here April 
6th to dedicate this building. I know what I am talking about 

for this was shown me in a vision 50 years ago in the city of 
Boston.” 

Along about March, 1893, I found myself alone in the 
dining room—all had gone to bed. I was sitting at the table 
when to my great surprise my old brother Alfred walked in sat 
down opposite me at the table and smiled. I said to him (he 
looked so natural): “When did you arrive in Utah?”’ (He had 
lived in New Zealand and from whom I had not heard in 
years.) 


5 Orson F. Whitney, Life of Heber C. Kimball, p. 409. 
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He said: “I have just come from the Spirit World, this is 
not my body that you see, it is lying in the tomb. I want to tell 
you that when you were on your mission you told me many 
things about the Gospel, and the hereafter, and about the 
Spirit W orld being as real and tangible as the earth. I realized 
that you had told the truth. I attended the Mormon meetings.”’ 
He raised his hand and said with much warmth: “‘T believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ with all my heart. I believe in faith and 
repentance and baptism for the remission of sins, but that is as 
far as I can go. I look to you to do the work for me in the tem- 
ple.” He continued: “You can go to any kind of sectarian 
meeting in the Spirit World. All our kindred there knew you 
were trying to make up your mind to come and work on the 
temple. You are watched closely, every move you make is 
known there; and we were glad you came. We are all looking 
to you as our head in this great work, I want to tell you that 
there are a great many spirits who weep and mourn because 
they have relatives in the Church here who are careless and 
are doing nothing for them.” He then disappeared. 

As I sat pondering upon what I had seen and heard, with 
my heart filled with thanks and gratitude to God, the door 
opened again and my brother Alexander walked in and sat 
down in the chair that Alfred had occupied. He had died in 
1852 in New Zealand. I did the work for both he and Father 
in April, 1885. He had come from a different sphere, he look- 
ed more like an angel as his countenance was beautiful to look 
upon. With a very pleasant smile he said: “Fred, I have come 
to thank you for doing my work for me; but you did not go 
quite far enough,” and he paused. Suddenly it was shown to 
me in large characters, “no man without the woman and no 
woman without the man in the Lord.”® 


6 Diary of William Hurst, pp. 204-205. 
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In a Church general conference Rudger Clawson of the 
Quorum of Twelve related a marvelous manifestation received by 
one faithful Salt Lake Temple worker in which the status of 
married couples in the spirit prison who have not been sealed for 
eternity in a temple was revealed: 


He further said: “Upon one occasion I saw in vision my 
father and mother who were not members of the Church, who 
had not received the gospel in life, and I discovered that they 
were living separate and apart in the spirit world, and when I 
asked them how it was that they were so, my father said, ‘This 
is an enforced separation, and you are the only individual 
who can bring us together. You can do this work. Will you do 
it?’—meaning that he should go into the House of the Lord 
and there officiate for his parents who were dead, and by the 
ordinance of sealing bring them together and unite them in 
the family relation beyond the veil.’” 


Many miraculous events and spiritual incidents manifested 
themselves in the Salt Lake Temple during the dedicatory ser- 
vices. President Wilford Woodruff revealed that beings in the 
spirit world had joined in the dedicatory exercises: 

I feel at liberty to reveal to this assembly this morning 
what has been revealed to me since we were here yesterday 
morning. If the veil could be taken from our eyes and we could 
see into the spirit world, we would see that Joseph Smith, 
Brigham Young and John Taylor had gathered together 
every spirit that ever dwelt in the flesh in this Church since its 
organization. We would also see the faithful apostles and 
elders of the Nephites who dwelt in the flesh in the days of 
Jesus Christ. In that assembly we would also see Isaiah and 
every prophet and apostle that ever prophesied of the great 
work of God. In the midst of these spirits we would see the Son 
of God, the Savior, who presides and guides and controls the 
preparing of the Kingdom of God on the earth and in heaven. 


TArchibald F. Bennett, Saviors on Mount Zion, p- 207. 
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From that body of spirits, when we shout “Hosannah to 
God and the Lamb!” there is a mighty shout that goes up of 
“Glory to God, in the Highest!” that the God of Israel has 
permitted his people to finish this Temple and prepared it for 
the great work that lies before the Latter-day Saints. 

These patriarchs and prophets, who have wished for this 
day, rejoice in the spirit world that the day has come when the 
saints of the Most High God have had power to carry out this 
great mission. 

There is a mighty work before this people. The eyes of 
the dead are upon us. The dedication is acceptable in the eyes 
of the Lord. The spirits on the other side rejoice far more than 
we do, because they know more of what lies before in the great 
work of God in this last dispensation than we do. 

The Son of God stands in the midst of that body of 
celestial spirits, and teaches them their duties concerning the 
day in which we live and the dedication of this temple, and in- 
structs them what they must do to prepare and qualify 
themselves to go with him on the earth when he comes to judge 
every man according to the deeds done in the body.* 


On April 8th, 1893, two days after the dedicatory prayer was 
delivered, President Woodruff beheld the following wonderful 
manifestation: 

“April 8, 1893, Sunday. Received special permits for myself 
and my sons . . . to attend all the temple services . . . Pres. 
Wilford Woodruff said . . . of seeing a vision of thousands of 
the Lamanites enter the temple by the door in the west end of the 
temple and could do as much ordinance work in an hour as the 
other brethren could do in a day.”* 

During the twenty-one days of dedicatory services at the 
Salt Lake Temple, many spiritual manifestations occurred. 


8 [bid., pp. 142-143. 
9 Journal of Jesse Nathaniel Smith, p. 393. 
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In complying with a request to furnish a statement of 
spiritual manifestations in the great Temple of Salt Lake 
City, Lam necessarily impressed with a sentiment of unusual 
delicacy, owing to the sacredness of the subject. It is presum- 
ed, however, that some instances of the character referred to 
may be properly related for publication. In this brief paper I 
will name a few cases concerning which I have gleaned some 
information. They occurred during the progress of the dedica- 
tion services in April, 1893. 

The following was related to be by Brother A— S—, 
Junior, a member of the Tabernacle choir, as having been ex- 
perienced by him in the Salt Lake Temple on Monday, April 
17, 1893, while the service was being conducted. The state- 
ment is as near as may be in his own language: 

“President George Q. Cannon announced that a certain 
brother would read the dedicatory prayer. When he did so, 1 
concluded that I would keep my eyes open and look at him in- 
stead of closing them as I had done on previous occasions. On 
reflection I came to the conclusion that I would pay as strict 
attention to the prayer with my eyes open as I could when I 
kept them closed. A few moments after the Apostle began to 
read, a scale seemed to remove from my eyes, and a bright 
light appeared above his head from behind his shoulders up- 
wards. This light remained in that position a few moments 
and then raised until I could see the face of a personage in the 
midst of it. It was the countenance of President Brigham 
Young. | turned my gaze away for a moment, as if to ascer- 
tain whether I was looking with my own eyes. On again look- 
ing toward the stand I beheld the entire person of President 
Young, clothed in robes. He soon retired toward the rear of the 
stand and disappeared behind President Wilford Woodruff. 
After he had vanished I again turned my attention to the 
Elder who was reading, when I saw a light similar to what 
had appeared previously, and then I beheld the person of 
President John Taylor, who seemed to be looking towards the 
reader. I also saw a personage whom I took to be Hyrum 
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Smith, although he appeared to be more square in build than 
he is represented to be in his pictures; then Orson Pratt, whom 
1 at once recognized; then there were three large men whom I 
could not identify. There were others of more slender build 
whom I also failed to recognize. There were, in all, about 
twelve men whom I saw during the dedicatory prayer. When 
the prayer was concluded and just before the sacred “Hosan- 
nah” shout, I noticed a bright halo of light surrounding 
several of the brethren, and the speakers during the same ser- 
vices were seemingly encircled by a brightness which 
appeared to emanate from their own persons. 

“While President George Q. Cannon was making the 
concluding remarks during this session, | was overcome and 
wept for joy. Having my head bowed for a short time I saw 
nothing for a few moments. On raising it again I saw a 
brilliant light over the head of each member of the First 
Presidency while they sat upon the stand. 

“Which ever way any of the speakers turned while ad- 
dressing the people, the light followed every movement made 
by them. 

“The number of personages seen by me during the ser- 
vices subsequent to the reading of the dedicatory prayer was 
about twelve, making as near as I can state, about twenty-four 
in all. 

“At the afternoon session on the same day I saw several 
personages, and immediately felt a desire to communicate the 
information of what I saw to Brother George Kirkman, who 
was sitting near me. The vision then became dim. I turned to 
him and told him of those appearances. On directing my gaze 
once more toward the Melchizedek stand, I could see nothing 
more, the vision having closed.”° 


A corroborative account of that same day—April 17th, 
1893—was recorded elsewhere: 


10 Latter-day Saints’ Millennial Star, Vol. 58, No. 13, March 20, 
1896, pp. 205-206. 
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Andrew Smith, Jr., at the temple dedicatory service, 
held in the upper assembly room of the temple, on April 17th, 
1893, while John W. Taylor was reading the prayer, saw a 
very bright light appear above and beyond him (John W. 
Taylor). Brother Smith saw in the midst of that heavenly 
light, the persons of President Brigham Young, John Taylor, 
Patriarch Hyrum Smith, Orson Pratt and eight others whom 
he could name. A similar bright light surrounded George Q. 
Cannon, Lorenzo Snow and Heber J. Grant while each of 
them were addressing the congregation and several per- 
sonages appeared in the illuminations: Jedediah M, Grant 
was one of them, he stood by his son Heber while the latter 
was speaking. The same light surrounded President Snow 
while he was directing the sacred “Hosanna” shout, and it 
rested over the heads of each one of the First Presidency. 
Brother Smith stated that he thought he must have seen as 
many as twenty-four of the spiritual personages. At the after- 
noon session, the same day, he saw several others of these 
glorified persons, and asking George Kirkman, who sat by 
him if he saw them; the vision was closed then.“ 


Another marvelous manifestation was experienced by one 


sister while attending the dedicatory ceremonies at the Salt Lake 
Temple: 


A very interesting occurrence took place during one of 
the dedicatory services in the Salt Lake Temple, which ought 
to be placed on record. . . It is an experience which happen- 
ed toa sister of our ward, and I take pleasure in relating it sub- 
stantially as she told it to me. 

“To begin with,” said Sister M__, “it will be necessary 
to state that my grandfather had three uives, two of whom 
died before he did. His last two had been sealed to other men, 
and of course, were his only for time. His first wife, whose 


"Salt Lake Temple Historical Record, April 17, 1893. 
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name I did not even know, died in 1825. Her name and 
genealogy were discovered in a very unexpected manner, a 
few months after my experience in the Temple. Grandfather 
Joined the Church in the early days, was at Nauvoo, and 
came to Utah in 1850. From the time I was a small girl I lived 
with grandfather. He was always very kind and seemed to 
think a great deal of me. In the course of time | got married: 
and grandfather died in 1866. This little scrap of family 
history is given so that you may better understand what 
follows. 

“At the time of the dedication of the Temple, 1 had a 
very young babe. The idea of trusting it to the care of others, 
while I might attend the services, was more than I could bring 
my mind to. My husband and others urged me repeatedly to 
go, planning for me all the while how the baby could be taken 
care of. The members of our ward, including my husband and 
family, went to Salt Lake on the two days assigned them, but I 
could not make up my mind to go on either day. However, 
another unexpected opportunity was given our ward to attend 
the dedication. Then through earnest solicitation of my hus- 
band and children, I was prevailed upon to undertake the 
Journey. This explanation is necessary to show that the matter 
of going was on my mind only a few hours previous to my ac- 
tually being in the Temple. 

“While in that sacred place, we sat at a point between 
where the organ stood and the stand from which the brethren 
addressed the audience. Apostle Abraham H. Cannon offered 
the prayer. | remember his telling the congregation to follow 
him closely and repeat the words as he went along. I closed 
my eyes and listened intently to his words. 

“How long I had been thus listening 1 am unable to say; 
but just as one naturally falls to sleep, so I became un- 
conscious of the things about me. Apparently I was notin the 
Temple, when lo! I found myself gazing at two persons stan- 
ding in front of me—a man and a woman. The man! at once 
recognized as my grandfather, but the woman I did not know. 

“It seemed the most natural thing in the world that I 
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should meet them. Not the least thought of fear came upon 
me; on the contrary, | was happy to meet them, and they 
appeared to share similar feelings. They were dressed in white 
and both looked most heavenly. As I say, I did not know the 
woman; but she had dark hair, and was very beautiful in- 
deed. 

“Grandfather began talking to me, saying he wanted 
this lady sealed to him. His communication to me was not in 
our language, and I could hear no voice, although he made 
me clearly understand what he wanted, in a manner that lam 
unable to explain. 

“The woman then asked me in a very earnest way to be 
baptized for her and to do her temple work; and further said, 
she wanted to be sealed to grandfather. 

“Having seemingly finished their errand, they were ap- 
parently leaving, when grandfather turned partly around, 
and with a look which was meant to impress me remarked; 
“Remember, now remember!” His voice in this seemed audi- 
ble. 

“The scene then vanished. The words of the prayer now 
fell upon my ears and I listened as before. Three times after 
this, during the exercises, I felt what seemed to be a touch 
upon my arm and heard a voice say: “Remember, now 
remember!”’ Yet I saw no one. 

“The services over, we went slowly out of the sacred 
building. Just as I was on the last step of the stairway and the 
air from without fanned my face, I felt again that same touch 
on my arm. Unconsciously turning, I again heard that same 
voice, saying: “Remember, now remember!”’ This time | felt 
weak and trembled from head to foot. My husband who had 
hold of my arm, asked me if I was cold. Several sisters with 
whom we were talking as we came down the stairs also noticed 
my agitation, and asked me if I was chilly. I told them that I 
was not at all cold. 

“While going home, I related this manifestation to my 
husband and remarked to him that I did not know who the 
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woman could be or where I could ever get her genealogy, so 
that I could do her work. Sometime after this occurrence, 
however, | was talking with my mother, and I found that her 
description of grandfather's first wife, so far as she knew it, 
agreed exactly with the appearance of the woman I had seen 
with him in the Temple. 

“But how to get her name puzzled me for she was not my 
mother’s mother. Shortly afterward mother and I ransacked 
her house in search of records, and finally we were rewarded 
by finding, down in the cellar, in a box of old newspapers, an 
almanac, on a blank leaf of which was a list of genealogies. 
Among them was the name of Harriet Fox—for one line of 
the record ran thus: ‘Ezekiel Kellogg married Harriet Fox in 
1818; she died about 1825.” This list had been prepared, so 
mother said, about twenty years ago by my grandmother at 
the request of a relative in the east who had written for 
genealogies, and a copy of it had been kept. 

Sister M—., assisted by a relative, has since performed 
the work that was so miraculously enjoined upon her in the 
House of the Lord by those visitors from another world. 


The Spirit of the Lord descended powerfully upon President 
Joseph F. Smith and enabled him to address a huge assemblage 
during the dedicatory exercises: 


On another occasion during the dedication proceedings, 
President Joseph F. Smith was addressing the assemblage, 
which was very large. In all his previous speaking he had ex- 
hibited great power and freedom, the people being frequently 
melted to tears under the influence which accompanied his 
addresses. At this particular time, however, he appeared to 
have some difficulty in expressing himself with the ease and 
fluency that had hitherto characterized his utterances. One of 
the Elders who was standing on the Aaronic Stand saw this 
and was looking intently at the speaker. As he did so he 


 Juvénile Instructor, Vol. 32, pp. 34-36. 
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observed a light appear suddenly in front of the Melchizedek 
Stand. This light was of a yellowish or golden tint and ex- 
ceedingly brilliant. Its intensity was so great that, when in 
contact with the front pillars which support the canopy, it 
caused the white paint upon them to appear of a dark hue. 

At the same instant of this appearance President Smith 
suddenly spoke with same potent influence which had 
characterized his previous addresses, and continued to hold 
his auditors as if they were spellbound, to the close of his 
remarks. 

The Elder referred to, learned that one other of the 
brethren, besides himself had seen this manifestation of the 
Spirit of Light. 

Other miraculous manifestations which subsequently oc- 
curred in the Salt Lake Temple are recorded: 


In the Terrestrial Room, on July 20th, 1893, Sister — 
saw the personages of a spiritual prayer circle assembled 
above the brethren and sisters who were then being conducted 
in the prayer circle service of the Temple, and heard their 
voices repeating the words of the prayer that was then being 
uttered. A sister who was with her heard the spirit voice also 
but she did not see the personages in the spirit circle.'* 

On March 15th, 1894, Sister Amanda H. Wilcox, while 
in the morning meeting in the Temple Annex, saw a white 
curtain covering the windows on the stand, and a spirit per- 
sonage come through an opening in the curtains and stood in 
front of the stand, affectionately gazing at the audience. 
Another manly spirit; glorious in appearance, held back the 
fold of the curtain and a number of women spirits entered and 
came to the front. The two men and all the women were dress- 
ed in beautiful white clothing. Sister Lana Savage was then 
about to sing a solo and one of these women stood alongside of 


'S The Contributor, Vol. 16, p. 117. 
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her, and joined with her in the singing. Sister Wilcox said, “I 
understood that it was the dead mother of the girl who was 
singing.’ When the song was finished, all of those spirit per- 
sonages retired, except the man who had first entered. Sister 
Wilcox stated, that she had frequently seen that same man 
always dressed in white, in attendance in the annex, standing 
by the Recorders, and has seen him also in other rooms in the 
Temple.'® 

On February 20th, 1895, Sister Mary A. Schoenfelt, 
while in meeting in the Annex, saw the spirit persons of aman 
and woman, so clearly that she was able to minutely describe 
them to her husband, Edward Schoenfelt, when she returned 
home. He recognized the dead individuals by that descrip- 
tion, and said they were his step-father’s brother and the 
latter's wife for whom two of the Schoenfelt children were 
baptized that day.® 

Elder James W. Ure, while baptizing in the font, March 
16th, 1897, saw a large building, apparently on the north 
side of the font; the door of the building was open and he 
observed that there was a great crowd of people inside and 
they seemed to be anxiously waiting an opportunity to come 
out. A man, in white apparel, stood on guard at the door, and 
another one was inside who seemed to be calling each in- 
dividual to come out, as the name was called by the Recorder 
of the font. As they came out they witnessed the baptism and 
confirmation, and each one then walked away giving 
evidence of great joy." 

Sister Emma M. W. Powell was with her father, the 
late Bishop Warburton in the sealing room on December 1, 
1898; and she saw therein eight spiritual personages, four 
men and their wives, evidently waiting for the sealing or- 
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dinances to be performed in their behalf. Those individuals 
were dressed in endowment clothing, and the room was 
brilliantly illuminated by a supernatural light, not the elec- 
tric light. As the ceremonies were separately performed each 
couple left the room, their countenances manifesting great 
Joy. They were dead relatives of Bishop Warburton. * 

Elder Wilford Woodruff, Jr., in a morning meeting in 
the Temple Annex told the congregation that after he had 
gone through the veil one day in the Celestial Room, the dead 
man for whom he had taken endowments appeared to him 
and thanked him therefore.'° 

In the morning meeting in the Temple Annex, on 
February 28th, 1899, Elder Arthur P. Barnes stated to the 
congregation that while engaging in baptizing in the font, he 
had, on several occasions, seen spiritual personages at the 
north side of the font, dressed in white, watching the or- 
dinances performed, and then passing along from the west to 
the east.” 


One sister in the Salt Lake Temple was prompted by beings 
from the spirit world that the sealing records were incorrect: 


On October 26th, 1896, in the sealing room, while 
assisting in the ordinance of sealing children to their parents, 
Sister Amanda H. Wilcox saw the dead father of those 
children standing by the altar, and he intimated to her that he 
and his wife, the mother of the children, had not yet been 
sealed. Sister Wilcox then informed President Winder, who 
was officiating, and the ceremony was deferred until inquiry 
was made, when it was found that what the spirit man had 
told her was correct. The sealing of the mother to this man was 


18 Ibid., December 1, 1898. 
®Ibid., February 28, 1899. 
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duly attended to, and children were afterward sealed to their 
Parents. a 


And one brother relates the following spiritual experience 
which happened to an eleven-year-old: 


Another remarkable manifestation was related to me by 

a lad named George Monk of Payson, Utah County. He was 
at the time eleven years old. Unfortunately I have no notes of 
his statements, which, however, was substantially as follows: 
He was at the dedication services accompanied by his mother 
and grandmother. He said he saw a man appear at the south- 
east circular window of the assembly hall of the Temple. This 
personage looked into the interior. The boy drew his mother’s 
attention to this visitor but she could not see him. Suddenly he 
requested her to look at two others flying or floating across the 
upper part of the hall from south to north, and then stated that 
five others had entered the large compartment and were rang- 
ed upon the wide ledge which runs along the wall under the 
row of circular windows. 

The lad was astonished to learn that his mother was un- 
able to see any of those glorious personages, whom he describ- 
ed as the “prettiest men” he ever saw in his life. At the conclu- 
sion of the services as soon as Elder John Henry Smith arose to 
pronounce the benediction the boy said in ecstasy: “Mama, 
look at that one under the clock, he is the prettiest of them all. 
See! he is holding up both hands like this,” at the same time 
holding his own hands up as an illustration. 

This bright, innocent boy told his story by request to 
several persons, it being each time similar in every detail. 
When on a visit to the Temple subsequently he pointed out the 
positions and movements of the eight personages as he saw 
them. Sister Monk corroborated, as far as could be done by 


24 Book of Remembrance——A Lesson Book for First Year 
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her, in view of the fact that she was unable to see the angels 
herself, the statements of her son, who has the reputation of 
being a well-behaved and religiously inclined lad. The latter 
gave details as to the clothing of the holy beings, saying that 
they were dressed in loose flowing white robes. Most, if not 
all, had long and somewhat wavy hair. He was particularly 
struck with the great beauty of the one who stood over the 
canopy of the Melchizedek priesthood stand during the 
benediction, at the close of which he suddenly vanished from 
view”? 
Elder Joseph H. Smith, a laborer in the Salt Lake Temple, 
recorded the following instance of attendance by spirit beings 
while their temple ordinances were being performed: 


Brother Joseph Warburton and his daughter were doing 
sealings in the Salt Lake Temple on December Ist, 1898. 
After having completed their labors in the sealing room, they 
walked up to President John R. Winder and expressed their 
appreciation for his having performed these sealings for 
them. 

After they had gone into the next room the daughter 
turned to her father and asked, ‘Did you see those three 
couples in the sealing room with us?” 

His answer was. “No, I did not.” 

She then said: “There were three couples in the room. 
They were dressed in temple clothing, and the room was il- 
luminated by a supernatural light. As we knelt at the altar, 
and the names were called of the people for whom we were be- 
ing sealed, each couple in turn knelt by our side. As the or- 
dinances were performed they showed by the expression on 
their faces how pleased they are. When we walked up to 
thank President Winder, they came up also, and after we had 
completed our expression of thanks to him they disappeared.” 

Brother Warburton asked if she could describe the peo- 
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ple she saw. She replied she could do it very well, and she 
described each couple in turn. Her father then said, “The first 
couple are my great-grandparents; the second couple my 
grandparents, and the third couple are my great uncle and 
aunt.” He had known them all in his life, and from his 
daughter’s description recognized them as the very persons for 
whom the sealings had been performed that day.™ 


One sister recalled the following wonderful manifestation 
she experienced: 


! was baptized in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
dav Saints when I was twelve years of age. My mother was a 
member of the Church at that time, but my father was not. 
But soon after my baptism I had the joy of seeing him also in- 
itiated into the fold of Christ. 

A little over six years ago I went to Zion, settling in Salt 
Lake City. About a year after my arrival I became ill, and 
was under medical treatment for two years. The doctor told 
me that the climate was affecting my health and that if I 
desired to prolong my life it would be necessary for me to 
return to my native land. That was very sad news to me, for I 
loved the Saints and the country. I was thoroughly satisfied, 
and the thought of going back again into the world caused me 
much sorrow. 

I was desirous of going through the Temple before leav- 
ing Salt Lake City to return to England. The authorities of the 
Church did not feel inclined at first to grant my request. I 
fasted for three days, during which time I prayed in 
earnestness to God, if it were according to His will, to put it 
into the hearts of my brethren to grant me permission to enter 
the House of the Lord and here receive holy ordinances per- 
taining to my salvation. 

In the night after the third day of fasting I was given a 
glorious, heavenly vision. A messenger from the unseen world 
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stood before me. In his hand he held a scroll of pale blue 
parchment. He slowly unwound the scroll and bade me read 
the contents. To my great astonishment my whole life was un- 
folded before me. He told me that before I came to the taber- 
nacle in the flesh I had agreed to go through anything that I 
might be called upon to pass through for the gospel’s sake, in 
order that I might obtain a celestial crown. I saw on the parch- 
ment some writing that I could not understand; it resembled 
shorthand. The messenger told me that the Lord had sent him 
to tell me that I would go through the Temple, and that when I 
did I would understand the mysterious writing on the parch- 
ment. He also told me 1 would go through that sacred house on 
the fourth day from that time. His words were literally 
fulfilled. 

Soon after I entered the Temple, Sister Bathsheba W. 
Smith, whom I had never met before, came up to me, and, 
calling me by my name, told me that she had seen a vision 
concerning me. She told me the personage who appeared to 
me in vision was my guardian angel, and that! would see him 
twice more before I passed out of this life. She also told me I 
would have a remarkable dream before | left Utah to return to 
my native land; that there were several spirits in the spirit 
world waiting anxiously for me to be baptized for them. 


] will now tell how Sister Smith’s words were fulfilled: I 
dreamed I was being carried up through the air in a cloud. 
When I reached my destination I heard voices. Suddenly a 
veil was parted and I saw a crowd of people. Amongst them 
stood a preacher, preaching from the Book of Mormon. As he 
turned his head, I saw that he was the Prophet Joseph Smith. 
When he saw me he ceased speaking and came to me. He ask- 
ed me what I was doing there. | answered that I did not know. 
He told me it was the Lord’s will that I should come to that 
place that he (Joseph) might counsel me. He told me I had 
had a vision, and as he spoke he told me to look on my right 
arm. I did so, and as I looked I felt a burning sensation in my 
arm. He told me to look the second time, which I did. The heat 
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was so strong that! felt as if I were being burnt. The third time 
he bade me look, and I saw as if burnt into my flesh from my 
shoulder to my wrist, a likeness of the personage who had 
appeared to me in vision. He held in his hand the same scroll. 
The prophet told me that that would be a testimony to me that 
my guardian angel would never leave me. He also told me the 
same words that Sister Smith told me, namely, that I would 
see my guardian angel twice before passing out of mortality. 
He told me the second time he came it would be to warn me 
against a great calamity, and the third time he appeared 
would be immediately before my death. The prophet asked me 
if [knew who was speaking to me. | told him | did, that he was 
the Prophet Joseph that I knew him by photographs I had seen 
of him. This dream was repeated three successive nights, the 
third time being as real as life. 

Before leaving Zion I was able to do work in the holy 
temple for thirty-two of my relatives. I was told in the temple 
that in the Lord’s own due time I would return to Zion. I have 
greatly improved in health since my return to England, and 
am looking forward to the time when the words of the Lord’s 
servants will be fulfilled, and I shall have the privilege of 
again standing as a savior upon Mount Zion—Catherin Os- 
borne in Millennial Star, Aug. 6, 1908 * 


And another sister received this beautiful manifestation 
from God: 


It may be interesting to record here the significant dream 
which was given to Mrs. Smith about seven years ago. She 
dreamed she was going into the Temple and as she entered the 
enclosure, she saw every spot of earth filled with the rarest 
and most beautiful flowers imaginable. There were lilies of 
all hues and kinds, but all were luxuriant in growth and 
beautiful in texture. The leaves had this peculiarity to her vi- 
sion: they were translucent, even transparent. She could see 
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through them as if the inner fibre were spirit rather than 
vegetable matter. Surprised into speech, she asked the guide 
who stood by her, “What are these flowers?” 

“These are flowers that have been planted by the 
Genealogical Society of Utah,” answered her guide. 

It is comforting to all Latter-day Saints to realize that 
the gifts and blessings and manifestations of the Holy Spirit 
are with us today as much as at any time in the Church. 
Moreover, those who are interested in their dead and who are 
doing temple work, will rejoice to hear the following recital: 

“During the last week’s session of the Salt Lake Temple, 
about July 15, 1915, a young girl whose mother had died a 
number of years ago, came to be married at the altar of that 
sacred house. Her grandmother was with her and a number of 
official brethren and sisters were in the room where the 
ceremony was being performed. Just as the final blessing was 
pronounced upon the young couple, the young girl raised her 
hand and spoke the name of her mother. “‘There’s my mother, 
don’t you see her? Can't you see her? Oh, my mother!”’ cried 
the weeping bride who melted with exquisite sorrow at the vi- 
sion of her mother. 

So profound was the impression, so pure was the 
manifestation, that nearly every one present in the room wept 
in sympathy with this lovely and blessed bride. 

How beautiful to know that she was approved by those 
behind the veil as well as blessed and loved by her relatives 
and friends who were here on earth. ® 


Probably the most commonly known temple manifestation 
is the visitation by the Savior to Lorenzo Snow on September 
2nd, 1898, in the Salt Lake Temple. The visit was occasioned by 
the death of President Wilford Woodruff earlier in the day; and 
Elder Snow, then president of the Quorum of the Twelve, “went 


* The Relief Society Magazine, Vol. 4, No. 9, Sept., 1917, pp. 
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to his room in the Salt Lake Temple where he was residing at the 
time. He dressed in his robes of the Priesthood, offered up the 
signs of the Priesthood, went into the Holy of Holies, there in the 
House of the Lord and knelt at the sacred altar . . .” writes 
President Snow’s son. 

Continuing, the latter says: 


He (Apostle Snow) reminded the Lord how he had plead 
for President Woodruff’s life and that his days might be 
lengthened beyond his own; that he might never be called 
upon to bear the heavy burdens and responsibilities of Church 
leadership. “Nevertheless.” he said, “Thy will be done. I 
have not sought this responsibility but if it be Thy will, I now 
present myself before Thee for Thy guidance and instruction. 
I ask that Thou show me what Thou wouldst have me do.” 

After finishing his prayer he expected a reply, some 
special manifestation from the Lord. So he waited—and 
waited—and waited. There was no reply, no voice, no visita- 
tion, no manifestation. He left the altar and the room in great 
disappointment. He passed through the Celestial Room and 
out into the large corridor leading to his own room where a 
most glorious manifestation was given President Snow. One 
of the most beautiful accounts of this experience is told by his 
granddaughter, Allie Young Pond. 

“One evening when I was visiting Grandpa Snow in his 
room in the Salt Lake Temple, I remained until the 
doorkeepers had gone and the night-watchman had not yet 
come in, so grandpa said he would take me to the main front 
entrance and let me out that way. He got his bunch of keys 
from his dresser. 

“After we left his room and while we were still in the 
large corridor, leading into the celestial room, I was walking 
several steps ahead of grandpa when he stopped me saying: 
“Wait a moment, Allie, I want to tell you something. It was 
right here that the Lord Jesus Christ appeared to me at the 
time of the death of President Woodruff. He instructed me to 
go right ahead and reorganize the First Presidency of the 
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Church at once and not wait as had been done after the death 
of the previous presidents, and that I was to succeed President 
Woodruff. 

“Then grandpa came a step nearer and held out his left 
hand and said: ‘He stood right here, about three feet above the 
floor. It looked as though He stood ona plate of solid gold.’ 

“Grandpa told me what a glorious personage the Savior 
is and described His hands, feet, countenance and beautiful 
white robes, all of which were of such a glory of whiteness and 
brightness that he could hardly gaze upon Him. 

"Then grandpa came another step nearer me and put his 
right hand on my head and said: ‘Now, granddaughter, I 
want you to remember that this is the testimony of your grand- 
father, that he told you with his own lips that he actually saw 
the Savior here in the Temple, and talked with Him face to 
face. 

“Then we went on and grandpa let me out of the main 
front door of the Temple.”” 

During the M. I. A. June conference in 1919 at the of- 
ficers’ testimony meeting in the Assembly Hall I related Allie 
Young Pond’s experience and testimony. President Heber J. 
Grant immediately arose and said: 

“In confirmation of the testimony given by Brother 
LeRoi C. Snow quoting the granddaughter of Lorenzo Snow. 
I want to call attention to the fact that several years elapsed 
after the death of the Prophet Joseph Smith before President 
Young was sustained as the president of the Church; after the 
death of President Young, several years elapsed again before 
President Taylor was sustained, and again when he died 
several years elapsed before President Woodruff was sustain- 
ed. 

“After the funeral of President Wilford Woodruff the 
Apostles met in the office of the First Presidency and Brother 
Francis M. Lyman said; ‘I feel impressed although one of the 
younger members of the quorum, to say that I believe it would 
be pleasing in the sight of the Lord if the First Presidency of 
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the Church was reorganized right here and now. If | am in 
error regarding this impression, President Snow and the 
senior members of the council can correct me.’ 

“President Snow said that he would be pleased to hear 
from all the brethren upon this question, and each and all of 
us expressed ourselves as believing it would be pleasing to the 
Lord and that it would be the proper thing to have the 
Presidency organized at once. 

“When we had finished, then and not till then, did 
Brother Snow tell us that he was instructed of the Lord in the 
Temple the night after President Woodruff died, to organize 
the Presidency of the Church at once. President Anthon H. 
Lund and myself are the only men now living who were pre- 
sent at that meeting. 

“May the Lord bless and guide us by His Spirit con- 
tinually and may the testimony that we possess of the divinity 
of the work ever abide with us and may our faithfulness be an 
inspiration to lead others to a knowledge of the Gospel, is my 
prayer and I ask it in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.” 

A few days after the M.1. A. conference, in an interview 
with President Lund in his office he retold the incident to me 
as given by President Grant regarding the meeting in the of- 
fice of the First Presidency, which was held Tuesday mor- 
ning, September 13, 1898, at which time Lorenzo Snow was 
chosen President of the Church. President Lund also told me 
that he heard my father tell a number of times, of the Savior’s 
appearance to him, after he had dressed in his Temple robes, 
presented himself before the Lord and offered up the signs of 
the Priesthood. 

I related this experience in the Eighteenth Ward 
sacramental service. After the meeting Elder Arthur Winter 
told me he also had heard my father tell of the Savior’s 
appearance to him in the Temple instructing him not only to 
reorganize the First Presidency at once but also to select the 
same counselors who had served with President Woodruff, 
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Presidents George Q. Cannon and joseph F. Smith.” 


That the Savior even reveals Himself in a structure especial- 
ly designated for just such a purpose, namely, a Temple, is 
evidenced by Apostle Melvin J. Ballard’s open vision of Jesus 
Christ which transpired in a House of the Lord: 


When I was doing missionary work with some of our 
brethren, laboring among the Indians, seeking the Lord for 
light to decide certain matters pertaining to our work there, 
and receiving a witness from Him that we were doing things 
according to His will, | found myself one evening in the 
dreams of the night, in that sacred building, the Temple. 
After a season of prayer and rejoicing, | was informed that I 
should have the privilege of entering into one of those rooms, 
to meet a glorious Personage, and as! entered the door, I saw, 
seated on a raised platform, the most glorious Being my eyes 
have ever beheld, or that I even conceived existed in all the 
eternal worlds. As I approached to be introduced, he arose 
and stepped towards me with extended arms, and he smiled as 
he softly spoke my name. If I shall live to be a million years 
old, | shall never forget that smile. He took me into His arms 
and kissed me, pressed me to His bosom, and blessed me, until 
the marrow of my bones seemed to melt! When he had finish- 
ed, I fell at His feet, and as I bathed them with my tears and 
kisses, I saw the prints of the nails in the feet of the Redeemer 
of the world. The feeling that I had in the presence of Him 
who hath all things in His hands, to have His love, His affec- 
tion, and His blessings was such that if I ever can receive that 
of which I had but a foretaste, I would give all that I am, all 
that I hope to be, to feel what I then felt! a 


*®LeRoi C. Snow, “Remarkable Manifestation to Lorenzo 
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Consequently, The Savior and Reedeemer of all the world 
appeared in perhaps the most famous of Mormon temples— 
which incident climaxed the Latter-day Saints’ temple-building 
endeavors after they had colonized this desolate wilderness and 
sacrificed the affluence and proliferating luxury of a pompous 
civilization in order to erect holy sanctuaries unto an omnipo- 
tent, omniscient, and omnipresent God. Concerning the con- 
struction of the Salt Lake Temple, the following observation was 
made: 


In viewing this magnificent structure as it stands today, 
a triumph of architecture, the fact should not be lost sight of 
that the designs were made and the work commenced under 
the most unfavorable circumstances. Only when we remember 
this can we form an idea of the heroic faith that prompted the 
first builders and the unselfish sacrifices that made its erection 
possible. 

The Temple of Solomon was built at a time when the 
Jewish nation numbered millions and had attained 
remarkable wealth and prosperity. The Temple of Zerubbabel 
was built in a desolate country and by poor exiles, but these 
carried with them means of temple-building, donated by the 
wealthy Persian rulers. Herod had the treasures of a country 
at his command when he commenced his temple-building. But 
what had the Saints when they dedicated the ground on which 
this magnificent structure stands? Let the history of the 
pioneers answer that question. These noble Saints found 
themselves in a desert, hundreds of miles from a civilization, 
from which they had been compelled to flee for their lives. 
They were destitute with all that this word implies, and they 
were few in number. Yet, they trusted in Him who had led’ 
them to this valley, and in His name the work was carried on. 
It should be evident to all that the blessings of the Almighty 
have been showered upon this country as a token of His accep- 
tance of the faith and sacrifices of His people. The contempla- 
tion of this fact fills the hearts of the faithful ones with joy, 
and they cannot but render to Him the honor and the glory for 
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what has been accomplished, anticipating at the same time 
many blessings yet in store for the Saints of the Most 
High.* 

Since the Lord aided the Mormon pioneers in their temple- 
building efforts, these Houses of the Lord were constructed with 
an eternally-enduring permanency so that they (the temples) 
could survive even into Christ’s millennial reign. Concerning the 
millennial endurance of the Salt Lake Temple, President Brigham 
Young stated: 


I want to see the Temple built in a manner that it will en- 
dure through the Millennium. This is not the only Temple we 
shall build; there will be hundreds of them built and dedicated 
to the Lord. This Temple will be known as the first Temple 
built in the mountains by the Latter-day Saints. And when the 
Millennium is over, and all the sons and daughters of Adam 
and Eve, down to the last of their posterity, who come within 
the reach of the clemency of the Gospel, have been redeemed 
in hundreds of Temples through the administration of their 
children as proxies for them, I want that Temple to stand as a 
proud monument of faith, perseverance and industry of the 
Saints of God in the mountains, in the nineteenth century.?9 


And, on another occasion, he said: 


We have commenced a Temple that I want to see stand a 
thousand years when the earth rests . . . When the Temple 
is built I want it to stand through the millennium, in connec- 
tion with many others that will yet be built, that the Elders 
may go in and labor for their dead, who have died without the 
gospel, back to the days of Adam.3° 


It is indeed hopeful that all the Temples of God—including 
the Salt Lake Temple—might endure throughout the Millen- 
nium; and when that occurs that these sacred structures might 
still be the sites of perennial spiritual manifestations. 
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CHAPTER VIII 


TEMPLE IN PARADISE — 
THE HAWAIIAN TEMPLE 


The construction of the Hawaiian Temple, the seventh 
House of the Lord erected by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints, was prophesied by early leaders. In an inspired con- 
ference address delivered in the Salt Lake Tabernacle on April 
6th, 1853, President Brigham Young made this astounding 
prediction while discussing the laying of the corner stones of the 
Salt Lake Temple: 


This I do know—there should be a Temple built here. I 
do know it is the duty of this people to commence to build a 
Temple. Now, some will want to know what kind of a 
building it will be. Wait patiently, brethren, until it is done, 
and put forth your hands willingly to finish it. know what it 
will be. | am not a visionary man, neither am 1 given much to 
prophesying. When I want any of that done I call on Brother 
Heber—he is my Prophet, he loves to prophesy, and I love to 
hear him. I scarcely ever say much about revelations, or 
visions, but suffice it to say; five years ago last July, I was 
here, and saw in the Spirit the Temple not ten feet from where 
we have laid the Chief Corner Stone. I have not inquired what 
kind of a Temple we should build. Why? Because it was 
represented before me. I have never looked upon that ground, 
but the vision of it was there. I see it so plainly as if it was in 
reality before me. Wait until it is done. I will say, however, 
that it will have six towers, and Joseph only one. It is easier 
for us to build sixteen, than it was for him to build one. The 
time will come when there will be one in the center of Temples 
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we shall build, and, on the top, groves and fish ponds. But we 
shall not see them here, at present.) 


In 1916, Apostle John A. Widstoe wrote an interesting arti- 
cle pertaining to Brigham Young’s profound prediction: 


The temple in Hawaii is the fulfillment of a prediction 
by President Brigham Young. The temple is built in the form 
of a Greek cross. The so-called annex is built against and 
forms an integral part of the basement story of the east arm of 
the cross. The building is surmounted by a square room, over 
the center of the cross, giving the effect of a truncated 
pyramid or tower. The roofs of the annex, main building and 
tower room, are flat, on which is planned to maintain flower 
beds. The architecture is essentially different from that of the 
temples in Utah, though similar to that of the temple in 
Canada. There is an utter absence of completed towers, spires 
and the like. 

When the Saints, both in Utah and Hawaii, learned of 
the architecture of the Hawaiian Temple, many questions 
were asked concerning the architectural departure from the 
older temples. Some even wondered whether it was proper to 
establish a new type of temple architecture. . . 


After citing President Young’s prediction, Elder Widstoe 
continues: 


Evidently the people of that day had also been asking 
questions about temple architecture and the President virtual- 
ly declared that there is no set type. Moreover, he intimated 
that the Salt Lake Temple had been shown him in a vision, 
and that he knew just how it was to look. Further, he made it 
clear that, in vision, he had also seen other temples, which 
would be built later and elsewhere, some of which would have 
one central tower, and ‘groves and fish ponds’ on the roofs. 
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President Young’s description of the coming temple fits 
with singular exactness, the architecture of the temple in 
Hawaii. He speaks of a tower placed in the center of the tem- 
ple. The upper room of the Hawaiian temple is the exact 
center of the building, and forms a truncated or blunt tower. A 
person who had seen the Hawaiian temple would be very like- 
ly to speak of it just as President Young did of the temple of 
his vision. There is no need to twist the meaning of words to 
make the temple at Laie a fulfillment of the prediction made 
by President Young. 

The language of President Young “‘on the top, groves 
and fish ponds” makes it just a little doubtful whether the 
President meant that flower beds and fish ponds would be 
placed on the roof of the tower or of the temple proper or of 
both. It does not matter much for the roofs are all flat, and 
may be sued as indicated by President Young. When Presi- 
dent Woolley came across this passage, there were already 
cast and completed as parts of the annex roof—the only one 
completed at that time—concrete boxes for flower beds. In a 
climate of perpetual summer, the Hawaiian temple will be 
flower-embowered from foundation to top. As for fish ponds, 
it need only be said that in the streams of the plantation live 
gold fish in abundance. Some will no doubt be brought to the 
temple roof to help adorn it and to please the fancy of those 
who may be privileged to sit on the temple roof, under the 
balmy southern sky, to enjoy the prospect of the endless ocean, 
hemmed in only by the gates where the sea and the mountains 
meet. 

All in all, considering the condition of the Church in 
Utah and in the world of 1853, this prediction made by 
Brigham Young is a most remarkable one, and is receiving a 
most singular and complete fulfillment in the temple in 
Hawaii. 

President Joseph F. Smith, under the inspiration of God, 
has taken his place with the Prophet Joseph and with Presi- 
dent Brigham Young, as one of the great temple builders of 
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the Church. It is very unlikely that he or any of his agents, 
having read President Young’s sermon, deliberately in- 
structed the architects to plan a building in conformity with 
the prediction. If that had been done, in all probability, the 
upper room would have been extended upward into a spire. 

It is equally improbable that the architects themselves 
had read President Young’s sermon, and quietly set about to 
fulfill a prophecy. The architects, Pope & Burton, are among 
us, and they can answer for themselves. 

However it may have happened, the placing of a temple 
at Laie, territory of Hawaii, and the form of architecture 
chosen, are fulfillments of utterances long since inspired. The 
History of the Church abounds in such evidences of the 
guiding hand of God and are continual sources of comfort to 
those who believe that this work is directed by an Eternal In- 
telligence.* 


Another prominent church leader who predicted the erec- 
tion of House of the Lord in Hawaii was Apostle George Q, Can- 
non: 
s . When President George Q. Cannon visited the 
Hawaiian Islands on the occasion of the celebration of the fiftieth 
anniversary of the founding of the Hawaiian Mission—1900—he 
declared that he believed the time was near at hand when the tem- 
ple ordinances would be enjoyed by the people of the Hawaiian 
Island. . .”’3 

And Samuel E, Woolley, a former president of the Hawaiian 
Mission, said during the dedicatory proceedings of the Hawaiian 
Temple: 


2John A. Widstoe, “The Temple in Hawaii—A Remarkable 
Fulfillment of Prophecy,” Improvement Era, Vol. 19, pp. 956- 
958. 


3 Ibid.. p. 956. 
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I was just saying, brethren and sisters (Brother Woolley 
had finished speaking to the Saints in the Hawaiian 
language), that this land, the land of Laie, was one of the 
cities of refuge in olden times, and I was telling them that now 
it is a city of refuge indeed, both to the spirit and body of man. 
William W. Cluff saw in vision President Young upon this 
land and talked with him, and President Young told him 
“that upon this land we will build a Temple unto our God.” 
Later on when President George Q. Cannon visited here, fifty 
years after the Gospel had been established, he told us, both at 
Laie and Honolulu, that the time would come when we would 
have a house in which to perform the ordinances necessary for 
the salvation of the living and the dead.* 


Finally, one faithful member was given the promise in a 
patriarchal blessing that he would see a temple erected unto the 


Lord in Hawaii: 


My dear brethren and sisters, I feel extremely humble in 
appearing before you today, but | am thankful tomy Heaven- 
ly Father for the opportunity I have in being present at the 
dedicatorial services of this Temple. I recall now, as I read 
over my patriarchal blessing the other day, given me by one of 
the patriarchs who has long passed away, and though he is 
dead, yet his words still live, and while I was only three years 
old at the time, the blessing this dear brother pronounced upon 
my head was to this effect: He said, “When you grow up you 
will be called to leave your home and go upon a mission to the 
islands of the sea.”” 

There you will meet with many of the descendants of 
Nephi, and while you are there you will see a Temple reared 
to the name of the Lord.” I appreciate the blessing that the 
Lord has extended to me. I feel extremely humble, and it is 


4N, B. Lundwall, Temples of the Most High, p. 152. 
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always my desire, my dear brothers and sisters, to try to ac- 
complish everything that may be asked of me. I pray that the 
Lord may bless us, that he may pour out His holy Spirit upon 
us, each and every one, that we may enjoy His peace, and 
that His blessings may be with us.° 


The blessings of the Lord have been with the faithful Latter- 
day Saints in the Hawaiian Islands with the erection of the 
Hawaiian Temple. 


5 Ibid., pp. 152-153. 


CHAPTER IX 


A SENTINEL FOR INSPIRATION — 
THE CARDSTON TEMPLE 


On Monday, October 8th, 1888, a tiny group of Latter-day 
Saints assembled in the Dominion of Canada to dedicate that 
settlement named “Cardston” in honor of the man, Charles O. 
Card, who had blazed the trail two years previous, for future 
habitation by Mormons. 


President Francis M. Lyman, the senior Apostle, in- 
formed those present that they had been invited to come on 
“this morning trip that they might participate in the sacred 
service of dedicating that land to the habitation of the 
Saints.” He then moved forward until impressed to stop, tak- 
ing his place facing the east. He said to Apostle John W. 
Taylor: “You will please stand at my right, your wife Zina 
Y. next, Bishop John A. Wolf and wife (Mary Hyde) facing 
me.” Thus was a perfect circle formed by seven men and 
women. At this point he called upon Apostle John W. Taylor 
to be mouth in the dedicatory prayer. The outpouring of the 
Spirit of the Lord during the conference the previous day had 
warmed the hearts of all present but now the Spirit was of a 
pentecostal nature, accompanied by a divine light. 
Everything seemed hushed as those present listened to the in- 
spirational words of the prayer. Then there came a pause: “T 
now speak by the power of prophecy and say that upon this 
very spot shall be erected a Temple to the name of Israel’s God 
and nations shall come from far and near and praise His high 
and holy name.” It was with mellowed heart and silent lips 
that those favored few reluctantly moved away from that 
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hallowed spot. 

It was during the administration of President Joseph F. 
Smith that Bishop Charles W. Nibley was dispatched to 
Canada to consider the advisability of erecting a Temple and 
of selecting the best locations. Four pictures were taken of 
suggested locations. While making this report, the four pic- 
tures were laid before the President who thoughtfully observ- 
ed them at a distance. Then lightly touching one, he said: “I 
feel strongly impressed that this is the one.’”' 

The same Spirit was directing the same Priesthood in the 
fulfillment of the prophecy uttered many years ago. 


Consequently, this prophetic utterence made by John W, 
Taylor, a son of President John Taylor and a member of the 
Quorum of Twelve Apostles who was a participant at the 
pentecostal dedicatory ceremonies of the Manti and Salt Lake 
Temples, literally was fulfilled. President Joseph F. Smith 
dedicated the site for this sacred structure at Cardston, Alberta, 
Canada, on July 27th, 1913. It was the old tabernacle square, 
originally given to the Church by Elder Charles Ora Card, the 
founder of Cardston. Elder David O. McKay of the Council of the 
Twelve laid the cornerstone on September 19th, 1915. President 
Heber J. Grant dedicated the building August 26th, 1923. 

At the dedicatory services of the Cardston Temple, Presi- 
dent Grant said: 

“Bless those, O Father, who have been called to preside and 
labor in this temple . . . that has been erected to Thy Holy 
Name a ih oe 

“We beseech Thee to enable us so to guard this house that 
no unclean thing shall enter here. May Thy Spirit ever dwell in 
this holy house and rest upon all who shall labor as office: . 1nd 
workers herein, as well as upon all who shall come here to per- 
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form ordinances for the living or the dead.””? 

The aforementioned “blessings” indeed attended the first 
president of the Cardston temple, Edward James Wood, and his 
fellow laborers; and spiritual events manifested themselves in 
that holy sanctuary. One such “blessing” accompanied Sister 
Wood's early preparations for the temple ordinance work: 


An unusual experience that meant a lot to Alberta Tem- 
ple workers occurred while they were reading and studying 
the ceremonies to be performed in the temple. Mary Ann 
Wood could not read without glasses, hence for a time was 
unable to study the ceremonies. The temple matron told her to 
wait and she would get a pair of glasses for her. She returned 
with President Wood’s glasses. Mrs. Wood had tried her 
husband's glasses many times before and could not read with 
them, but in the temple while studying the ceremonies, she 
was able to read well with his glasses. After this occurrence 
she said she was never again able to read with the President's 
glasses. 

Mrs. Wood often spoke of having “manifestations” 
while an officiator in the temple. These experiences helped 
her to support her husband and appreciate the greatness of his 
work. * 


President Wood’s son was informed in the temple by a 
heavenly messenger that he would soon depart from this mortal 
sphere: 

June, 1933, was a sad month for President Wood. His 
firstborn son, Glen, Bishop of Glenwood Ward, was taken to 
the hospital with “‘blood poisoning.” “He seemed to know 


2 [bid., p. 156. 

3Melvin S. Tagg, “The Life of Edward James Wood,” an un- 
published 1959 Brigham Young University Master’s Thesis, 
pp. 107-108. 
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from the first that he would not recover,” wrote the father. He 
told his father of a dream he had in which he was in a sealing 
room of the temple and a “‘messenger’’ came and said he 
could not be healed. He also told his father of his uncle and 
others who were dead who had come to visit him, and that he 
had been called to preach to Samoans in the Spirit World. 
(He had fulfilled a mission in Samoa.) He began speaking in 
Samoan to his father and said he was going on a “malanga 
fou,” a new journey; whereupon he told his brothers, who 
were at his bedside, not to delay him, for he had to go. “Near 
the end,” wrote President Wood, “he began speaking in Sa- 
moan to Saints in the Spirit World, then died.* 


In an inspiring published story entitled “A Deceased Mis- 
sionary Son Speaks to His Father,” President Wood related the 
following remarkable event: 

Several years ago an Elder living in Canada was called 
on a mission to South America. When on the ocean the vessel 
was wrecked and the missionary was drowned, after being 
two days out of New York City. 

. . . The parents of the Elder who was drowned were 
officiators in the Cardston Temple. . . . It was very difficult 
for them to be reconciled, but they carried on, however, as of- 
ficiators in the Temple, praying always that something 
would happen to alleviate their mental suffering. 

One evening, several months after the accident, the 
father had finished his part in the Temple and very strange to 
say, he did not prepare to go home as had been his custom; but 
instead he went upstairs and sat down at a small stand in the 
Celestial room, which is not far from one of the three sealing 
rooms. That evening I was officiating at the only one being 
used. The father wondered why he was sitting there alone, all 
members and officiators of the company having gone 
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downstairs, and he started to leave the room, when to his great 
surprise he thought he heard the voice of his lost son, saying; 
“Father, you and mother have greatly worried over my being 
shipwrecked but you wouldn't be grieved at all if you knew 
the missionary work I have been called to do in the spirit world 
where I am now laboring, which is more important than had I 
gone to South America.” As the father seemed to awaken 
from the experience, he wondered if it was just his imagina- 
tion about hearing from his son, and was about to leave the 
room when again the heavenly feeling came over him and 
again he thought he heard the voice of his son saying: 
"Father, you are in doubt as to my having actually delivered 
my message to you. To prove to you that you have heard from 
your missionary son from the Spirit World, Brother Wood 
will call you into the sealing room where he is officiating to 
bear your testimony to him that you have heard from me, so 
that you and mother will no longer refuse to be reconciled at 
my passing.” 

There the father wondered: “How will Brother Wood 
call me when he thinks I have long since left the Temple?” He 
went downstairs and hesitated several times about going 
home, but after several attempts to leave the Temple he went 
upstairs again, and on reaching the top of the stairs leading to 
the Celestial room, was met by one of the brethren acting as 
proxy, who said to him: “Iam looking for you, Brother——, 
Brother Wood wants you to come in the sealing room and 
speak to the few people.” 

I shall always remember how I felt when the impression 
came to me to call for this certain brother. At first I thought to 
myself, “He has gone home.” I have never asked anyone to 
speak in the sealing room, and no doubt this good man has 
gone home several hours ago. And yet the feeling was so 
strong. I asked the Brother helping me to see if Brother—— 
was in the building; if so, please ask him to come here a few 
minutes and bear his testimony. 

When the good brother appeared in the door of the seal- 
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ing room, he seemed very pale but quite happy. He came in- 
side and to our great astonishment told us with the finest spirit 
possible of his experience in receiving the message from his 
lost missionary son, and of how he wondered whether I would 
call him into the sealing room when I should know he had 
gone. A very fine spirit was present, and how pleasing it was 
to all who knew him and his wife who were in the room when 
he said: “We will hereafter feel quite reconciled. It is a 
wonderful testimony to me and wili be to his mother and all 
members of our family that the Lord certainly moves in a 
mysterious way to accomplish His purpose.”*° 


Another version of the same previously-mentioned story 
reads: 


Another experience that happened in the Alberta Tem- 
ple concerns Keith Burt, a young man of the Alberta Stake. 
He had heard of the opening of a mission in South America 
and made a request that he be called to that land as a mis- 
sionary. He asked President Wood to use his influence with 
the President of the Church to ensure such an assignment. His 
parents expressed the same desire. President Wood advised 
against naming a preference and suggested that it be left with 
the First Presidency as to where he would labor. However, the 
youth seemed insistent; and when the call came, it was for 
him to go to South America. 

Three days out from New York the vessel, on which 
Keith Burt was passenger headed for the missionary field, 
went down and with it the young elder. His parents were 
irreconcilable, not being able to understand why one so full of 
promise and in the line of duty should thus be snatched from 
them. Never before had they heard of a vessel being sunk with 
a Mormon elder aboard. Brother Burt, his father, was an or- 
dinance worker in the Cardston Temple, and one day as he 
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was in the sacred structure, the voice of his son reached his ear 
admonishing him to cease mourning his departure, and assur- 
ing him that it was possible for him to engage in a greater 
work than he could do in mortality. Since Brother Burt could 
not see his son, he wished for an assurance that would leave no 
doubt in his mind that it was Keith that was addressing him. 
“How shall I know that you are my son speaking?” Then 
came the voice declaring that on that very day, Brother Burt 
would be called upon by President Wood to bear his 
testimony. This would be a certain and indisputable witness 
to the father that it was the son who had visited him. 
President Wood had been engaged in the sealing room 
uniting families for eternity when he was “moved upon” to 
ask for Brother Burt to come and bear his testimony to the 
group. Upon inquiry, he learned that Brother Burt was in a 
room below changing his clothes preparatory to going home 
for the night. Imagine the joy that filled the heart of the father 
when he received the message from President Wood. No 
longer was there any doubt in his mind regarding the reality 
of the visit of his son; and with that doubt dispelled, he ceased 
mourning his loss.° 
President Wood also witnessed the spirit being of Apostle 
Melvin J. Ballard shortly after the latter’s death: 


The last time Apostle Melvin J. Ballard attended an 
Alberta Stake Conference he was greeted by Mary Ann Wood 
and he replied, “I am glad to see you too, and you'll never see 
me again.”’ Sister Wood, who was deaf but could read lips 
very well, wondered if she was going to die. In the temple the 
Apostle spoke for twenty minutes. Mrs. Wood heard every 
word and told him how wonderful it was to hear him speak. 
He answered, “That is very good, and you'll never hear me 
again.” After the conference was over there was much con- 
templation as to the meaning of the Apostle’s words to Mary 
Ann. Sometime later in the temple, President Wood said he 
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saw in a vision a group of people in the Celestial Room. He 
asked, “Who are you waiting for?”’ They replied, ““Brother 
Ballard.” “He is not here,” replied the President. He said 
that as he then turned around, “Brother Ballard came 
through the veil in his temple robes.” President Wood inter- 
preted this vision to mean that Apostle Ballard’s kindred 
dead were waiting in the temple for him to join them, for this 
happened on the day of Brother Ballard’s death.’ 


Another glorious manifestation which transpired at the 
Cardston Temple was when spirits in spirit prison who had 
accepted the gospel became aware of a situation where they might 
be bypassed when temple ordinances were being performed; and 
they, accordingly, manifested their strong desires to receive the 
blessings these ordinances brought. 


William R. Sloan, a former president of the 
Northwestern States Mission, wrote of inspiration he received 
to organize “caravans” of Saints from his mission to journey 
to the Alberta Temple to do ordinance work. Many such 
groups, traveling in private cars or buses, would “‘invade”’ 
Cardston for a week. While at the temple “many striking 
manifestations of divine favor have been witnessed”’ by these 
people... 

During yet another of the Northwestern States Mission 
caravan visits to the temple on July 23, 1931, Mrs. Newlun 
from Portland, a convert to the Church, was ina sealing room 
to be sealed to her dead husband and to have their dead 
children sealed to them. Friends were to act as proxy for the 
husband and children. As President Wood was ready to seal 
the children to the parents, he said he felt impressed to ask if 
the information on the sealing sheet was complete. After be- 
ing assured that the record was right, he again began the 
ceremony. He said he again felt impressed to ask if she had 
other children whose names should be on the sheet. She said 
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she had other living adult children who were not members of 
the Church and hence their names should not be included. The 
third time the President started the ceremony, where upon he 
stopped and said, “I heard a voice quite distinctly saying ‘I 
am her child.’”’ He again asked the mother if she had another 
child that was not on the sheet. She answered, with tears run- 
ning down her face, “Yes, I had another daughter who died 
when 12 days old and she was overlooked in preparing the in- 
formation.”” When the group learned how the President knew 
of the other child, “Allin the room shed tears of joy to know of 
the apparent nearness of our kindred dead.”’* 


In an inspired writing entitled “Loved Ones Looking This 
Way,” President Wood gave this rendition of the same above- 
mentioned story: 


It was during one of the caravan visits that the following 
incident happened: Quite an elderly lady (a member of the 
caravan) was in the Temple to do the work for herself and to 
have the work performed for her husband, and then to be 
sealed to her husband and their children to them. One of the 
Elders was acting as proxy for the dead husband and father, 
and two brethren who were members of the branch to which 
the old lady belonged were kneeling at the altar as proxy for 
the dead children—two sons as reported by the old lady. 

The sealing room was filled with neighbors and friends 
who wished to do the old lady honor. As I held the sheet in my 
hand to seal the two sons whose birth and death, etc., were 
duly filled out by the old lady (their mother), 1 was impressed 
to ask her if these two sons were the only children she had, and 
she said: ‘‘Yes.”’ I then proceeded to seal these sons, when I 
heard a voice behind me, as I thought saying: “I am her 
child.” 1 then stopped and asked again: “‘Are you sure you 
never had any other children?” She answered as before, but 
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with some hesitation: “Yes, Brother Wood, the record is 
right.” But I felt sure there was a feeling of doubt in the room, 
and as I was again about to proceed, the voice again spoke to 
me with greater emphasis, saying “I am her daughter.” 1 
looked around and into the faces of all who witnessed this 
wonderful manifestation and then I spoke as kindly as possi- 
ble to the old lady, saying, “Surely, grandmother, you had a 
daughter, didn’t you?” She then broke into tears and asked 
that all be seated and said she hoped we would forgive her, as 
she had a little girl in her early married life, and then a lapse 
of several years before she had the two boys in their order, and 
that in her great anxiety to have her children sealed while on 
this, her first visit to a Temple, she had overlooked recording 
the name of the little girl. She then asked that she might meet 
and relate this experience in our devotional exercise the next 
morning and ask forgiveness of all the caravan company. In 
the morning she asked to come to the stand and as she was 
about to speak she turned to me and asked how I knew she had 
another child. I then told her what I had heard in the sealing 
room. She stood in silence and wept for joy as the vast 
audience did also, as she bore testimony of the nearness of 
those whom we officiate for in the Temple when the sealing 
ordinance is being perfomed for them. The record was then 
completed and in the afternoon the three children were sealed 
by proxy at the altar and all witnesses were again in tears and 
the room seemed filled with an influence most divine.* 


The biography of Edward James Wood yields another 


marvelous experience of a similar nature: 


A very similar incident to the above was also related by 
Edward J. Wood. He told of a widow who came to have two 
living children sealed to her and her dead husband. The two 
children, ages nine and twelve, were standing just inside the 
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sealing room door to witness the sealing of the parents, when a 
peculiar light appeared over the two children and President 
Wood said, “I saw another child standing with the two.” He 
asked the mother about a third child, and found there had 
been such, but by neglect, the information was not recorded. 
“As! told her how I knew,” said President Wood, “the child 
disappeared from the other two.””'° 


President Wood recorded the following testimony of one of 
his co-workers who witnessed beings from the spirit world attend 
vicarious temple ordinances: 


A few years after the opening of our temple for or- 
dinance work, one of the temple workers, President Duce, who 
had spent several years in active temple work in the Logan 
Temple, was sitting in the sealing room. He stated that he saw 
the main corridor to the sealing room filled with people look- 
ing into the sealing room and taking note as sealing or- 
dinances were administered for one person after another, in 
the relationship of wives to husbands or children to parents. 

He said that he saw plainly as each person’s work was 
done he or she would shake hands with the people still waiting 
in the corridor and would apparently go away. When the 
work in the sealing room was finished, he still saw very many 
waiting in the corridor. They were apparently very much dis- 
appointed in knowing that the work was finished for the day 
and no work was done for them. 

This leads us to believe that there are a good many peo- 
ple in the Spirit World who know what is being done in the 
Temple, and that when the work is not done for them, they are 
greatly disappointed." 


1 Tagg, op. cit., p. 119. 
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President Wood also witnessed the appearance of the spirit 
children prior to their births into mortality: 


Several of the couples of the Canadian mission had been 
married for years and had never been blessed with children. I 
admonished them to join in this great movement (the excur- 
sion to the temple) and they would receive the blessing they 
had hoped for and prayed for. Two such couples were with the 
caravan. In one of the sessions in the Canadian Temple Presi- 
dent Edward J. Wood saw two spirits hovering over the con- 
gregation. He told all present that they were from the Spirit 
World and were anxious to come to the earth and take mortal 
bodies. He promised the sisters in the room who had come for 
that special blessing would have their hearts’ desires granted. 
All had the experiences of witnessing spirits from that unseen 
world come and stand in their very presence and even the 
angel’s choir sang with joy. In less than one year from that 
date, those two homes were blessed with babies.’ 


There also have been many miraculous healings in the 
Cardston, Alberta Temple: 


“In one of these meetings in the temple in 1929, Presi- 
dent Wood promised ‘that if any of them desired any special 
blessing in righteousness and exercised the necessary faith, it 
would be granted them.’ The wife of one of the missionaries 
had suffered greatly from goiter and he worried much about 
her. President Wood promised him that his wife would be 
made whole and well. The missionary’s wife joined the next 
caravan and testified of the fulfillment of the blessing... 

“One of the Northwestern States missionaries had come 
to the temple to seek a special blessing from President Wood. 
He had a fallen eyelid from birth. As the affliction was very 
noticeable, President Wood asked him, ‘Is that fallen eyelid 
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any handicap to you in your work?” When the missionary 
answered, ‘Yes,’ the President asked him if he had faith to be 
healed. Again the answer was Yes,’ and he asked to be ad- 
ministered to. He was promised that the eyelid would be cor- 
rected and would be normal as long as he served the Lord in 
faithfulness. Later in the day as the missionaries were prepar- 
ing to return to their fields of labor, one of them called Presi- 
dent Wood to the car. The young men were crying for joy. 
Their companion’s eye was almost natural and whole. It con- 
tinued to heal as long as he remained faithful . . . 

“Other ‘miracles’ reported to have been performed in the 
temple are the healing of a musician’s hand so he could play 
classical music again, and a long-crippled polio victim being 
given the power to walk again. 

"In one meeting in the temple the President called on a 
crippled lady to speak. She limped forward, bore her 
testimony, and in the following words gave thanks for her 
blessings. “My eyes are bad but I can see, my ears are bad but I 
can hear, my feet are bad but I can walk.’ President Wood 
then arose, and imagine the lady’s joy when he pronounced 
for her the following blessing: ‘Your eyes are bad but you'll 
always be able to see, your ears are bad but you'll always be 
able to hear, your feet are bad but you'll always be able to 
walk,’ ”*13 


Another miraculous manifestation occurred with one 


faithful sister, Clara Fullmer Bullock, while she was attending 
one of the sessions at the Cardston Temple: 


On the 29th of November 1939 after my doctors had 
treated me regularly for months they reversed their diagnosis 
for my case from five internal ulcers to that of far advanced 
cancer—cauliflower stage. 
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One doctor phoned the hospital and had my room in 
readiness, for he said that I must have hospital care and begin 
with deep X-rays early the following morning. Deep X-ray 
burns and radium combined with cancer pains was hard to 
consent to. All cases I knew eventually left the hospital in a 
coffin. I was under the pressure of medical doctors and half- 
dazed for a moment when I stepped into the adjoining store 
for apparel in readiness for the hospital, all of the time crying 
mightily to my God for a way to avoid this agonizing death 
trap. Then I stepped back and paid my doctor and released his 
services with many thanks, also releasing the hospital and X- 
ray. | told the doctor if I followed his advice I would leave the 
hospital in a box and that I decided on a different way out. . . 


I would now make the 500 mile trip to Great Falls for in- 
jection of 2cc of glyoxylide and our thirty-fifth wedding an- 
niversary following in two weeks, | would go to the Temple 
for a special blessing and spend the happy anniversary day in 
the House of the Lord . . . At dawn next morning we were 
on our way to Great Falls. Every revolution of the car wheels 
increased the pain. At Great Falls, my cancer doctor con- 
firmed the diagnosis, far advanced cancer, cervix three- 
fourths involved . . . 

. Thirteen near ones had planned on meeting us in 
the temple, fasting and praying for my recovery. Most of 
them had been invited to join us by phone. I made these wants 
known to my husband. It grieved him to say “No” for he 
stoutly insisted that the 185 mile trip would kill me and he 
refused to hear my pleadings. The doctor had told him I was a 
hospital case and should be under the care of a competent 
nurse. With my husband’s assistance, I was getting by and 
keeping on the Koch doctor’s prescribed diet, et cetera. But my 
heart was set on going to the Temple. 

. Arriving at the Temple at noon the next day, I 
found my group all present. The first session over, President 
Wood had gone home. I phoned him to arrange for a blessing, 
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but made no explanation of my true condition. He asked me to 
lie still until he returned. After the short meeting he invited us 
to his prayer room where eight were already waiting. Those 
whom I had selected placed their hands upon my head in 
humble prayer. 

. . . Here I will digress for a special reason. It had 
been perhaps one and one-half years since I had been to the 
Temple or seen President Wood who had heard nothing of my 
illness and knew nothing of my cancerous growth until he 
placed his hands upon my head. He knew that I had sat in 
that small office many times and exercised my faith in behalf 
of others during the twelve years I was a stake genealogical 
officer. 

Tears were streaming down all eyes before he looked 
heavenward to seal my husband’s anointing. I feel sure that 
at this moment he recalled the last time I came to the temple. 
Two years before in my home, conditions threatened a marital 
breakdown which persisted and I was burdened with grief and 
sought President Wood’s advice in a very confidential 
manner and had given him my pledge to forgive. President 
Wood then asked me to remain for the evening sessions. It was 
caravan time—two caravans that day from the Northwestern 
States Mission. About 300 were present. Most of these people 
had never seen a temple, and had hoped and dreamed for 
some day of having that privilege. It had been a great finan- 
cial sacrifice. Their time at the temple was so short, and Presi- 
dent Wood understood their yearning for a spiritual feast. 
Four sessions lasted until nearly 3:00 a. m. The first group 
relaxed in the Celestial Room until the last were all through. 
After the seats were filled, the rest were seated on the thick 
velvet carpets. Now dressed in their wedding garments, I 
wondered if even in heaven could be found a lovelier picture, 
a perfect setting for the unfolding of heavenly truths not to be 
revealed elsewhere on earth—only in God’s holy temples. 
President Wood held his yearning audience with Celestial 

fire like few speakers can making their stay in Cardston the 


162 Temple Manifestations 


greatest moments of their lives, filling their souls with faith in 
God and wisdom and knowledge for eternity. After speaking 
for an hour, he suddenly paused and turning to me said, 
“Sister Clara, you must forgive. You must not let a wounded 
heart destroy your soul. If you will do this, the Lord has a 
blessing for you.” How could I have known my next visit to 
the temple would be to seek a blessing because of internal 
cancer. All blessings come from God and the value of that 
promise did immediately register with me for I was em- 
barrassed before so many people. 

But now his past words seemed momentary and he was 
saying, “Oh, Father in Heaven, because she has been willing 
to bear the souls of men a growth has formed on the delicate 
parts of her body, and I rebuke that growth and command it to 
whither away.” He was the only one who knew then (and 
that by inspiration) that the cancer had formed as the result of 
stitches at childbirth. 

My young ex-doctor was a fellow Lion and close friend 
of my son whom he annoyed continuously to persuade me to 
take X-ray at the hospital. He had seen it spread and grow 
rapidly in seven weeks after he had removed the growth by 
electric needle. And now at the end of the second month since I 
left his of fice, returning for a check-up, he was surprised to see 
the growth had become smaller and was withering away. He 
declared it a miracle—he had never seen such faith. 

At home again and in my own room that night, door 
fastened and capsule in hand, my first tears were falling thick 
and fast. But they were tears of gratitude to God that I was on 
the road to recovery and would escape death by foul cancer. 

I was definitely on the upgrade toward health which 
took two years." 


One faithful temple worker related a miraculous healing in- 
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cident which occurred among the Blood Indians and brought 


about the conversion of one of the members of the tribe: 


An interesting faith promoting incident in connection 
with the testimony of an Indian Brave, is given by Joseph Y. 
Card of Canada. 

Mr. Card gave this incident in an address before the 
Northwestern States Mission Temple caravan to the Alberta 
Temple. After expressing his appreciation for being honored 
in speaking in the Temple, Mr. Card gave the following in- 
teresting facts concerning the Indians: 

“This temple is built within a thousand feet of the 
largest reservation in Canada. It is built within 14 miles of 
one of the largest reservations in the United States. It is just 25 
miles south of the Pelgian reservation. Why should this tem- 
ple be placed in the midst of those reservations where there is 
the largest population? Is it not for a purpose?” 

He then told the story of Ernest Braverock, an Indian of 
the Blood Tribe. 

“Braverock left the reservation and went south. There he 
was taken ill and came back on his horse. He was so ill he was 
taken to the hospital and treated for pneumonia. He said he 
had one brother on the reservation. The brother came expec- 
ting to say farewell to the Indian. It looked like Ernest would 
die. The doctor said there was no chance in the world for him. 
Said no power in the world could save him. 

“The next morning as the brother came in expecting to 
find him worse he found him somewhat improved. Each mor- 
ning for three mornings he found him improved and so he 
said, ‘Ernest, what has happened to you?’ Ernest said, 
‘Brother, here is my bed and I can look out and see that Tem- 
ple. A strange man came to my bedside and anointed my chest 
and promised me I would not die. He came each night for 
three nights. He said, ‘Ernest, you see that white church up 
there? Those people are the only true Church in the world. 
They have the Church of God. That’s the Church you should 

join. When you get well promise me you will tell all the In- 
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dians you see.’ Ernest promised because his life was spared. 
He went out on the reservation and went among his friends. 
There was quite a commotion on the reservation. The Indians 
listened and believed. Then suddenly the whole thing was 
stopped by the priests. The agents sent word to Braverock to 
stop the silly story. He said he knew it was true. Then came 
the priests and the ministers. They told him he was crazy. 
They put him in jail and he stayed in jail for several weeks. 
Finally a delegation waited on him and made him promise 
not to tell the story again before they would let him go. The 
poor fellow’s mouth is sealed.”’"* 


Mrs. Sols Guardisto was one of the 50,000 people who 
toured the Cardston Temple prior to its dedication in 1923. While 
in the temple she had a very unusual experience, which is told 
below as she wrote to President Wood. She was not a member of 
the Church at the time, but she has since joined. 


We have been to the temple erected by your church, 
wherein the sacred rites are to be performed in accordance 
with your faith. The first time | was strongly impelled to 
describe to you my impressions. 

. . «It seemed as though the Temple was filled with 
the actual spiritual bodies of these previous leaders of the 
Church, each seeming to have a definite work to do, 
automatically taking up in the spirit world the work that per- 
son was engaged in whilst in the flesh. In that Temple I saw 
persons who were leaders of your Church, during its march 
across the American Desert, now engaged in helping those 
patriarchs under whose orders they seemed to be working. It 
was these leaders of your Church, or spiritual leaders, if | may 
use that term, who seemed instructed to show me the scenes 
here recorded. 

I can give no time as to the happenings except that the 
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impressions I received were of the actual present or immediate 
future. 

I saw first a brief but comprehensive sketch of the present 
state of the world, or, as you would term it, the Gentile 
Kingdoms. Each country in turn was shown its anarchy, 
hunger, ambitions, distrusts, and warlike activities, etc., and 
in my mind was formed from some source the words, “As it is 
today with the Gentiles.” 

I saw next international war again break out with its 
center upon the Pacific Ocean, but sweeping and encircling 
the whole globe. I saw that the opposing forces were roughly 
divided by so-called Christianity on the one side, and by the so 
called followers of Mohammed and Budda upon the other. I 
saw the great driving power within these so-called Christian 
Nations was the Great Apostasy of Rome in all its political, 
social and religious aspects. | saw the world-wide dislocation 
and devastation of production and slaughter of people occur 
more swiftly and upon a larger scale than ever before. I saw 
an antagonism begin to express itself from those so-called 
Christian nations against your people. | saw those of a similar 
faith to yours in the Far East begin to look toward Palestine 
for safety. 

I saw the international world war automatically break 
down, and national revolutions occur in every country and 
complete the work of chaos and desolation. I saw geological 
disturbances occur, which helped in this work as if it were in- 
tended to do so. I saw the Cardston Temple preserved from all 
of this geological upheaval. I saw the international boundary 
line disappear as these two governments broke up and dissolv- 
ed into chaos. I saw race rioting upon this American continent 
on a vast scale. 

I saw hunger and starvation in this world granary of the 
American Continent sweep off vast numbers of these conflic- 
ting elements. I saw disease produced by hunger, strife and 
chaos complete the end of this present order or epoch... 


Mrs. Guardisto goes on to describe the preparations alleged- 
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ly made by the future Church leaders to endure catastrophic con- 
ditions in the world. 


. | saw Cardston and the surrounding foothills— 
especially west and north—for miles being prepared for a 
refuge for your people, quietly but quickly. 

I saw artesian wells bored and other wells dug all over 
that territory, so that when the open waters were polluted and 
poisoned that the people of the Church and their cattle would 
be provided for. | saw the fuel resources of the district 
developed in many places, and vast piles of coal and timbers 
stored for future use and building. 

I saw the elders, still under divine guidance, counselling 
and encouraging the planting of every available acre of soil 
in this district, so that large supplies could be near the refuge. 
I saw the Church property under cultivation of an intensified 
character, not for sale or profit, but for the use of the people. I 
saw the inspired officers giving instructions as to what would 
be the best crops to plant and cultivate, not for profit but for 
use in storage at the time of chaos. | saw the territory careful- 
ly surveyed and mapped out for the camping of a great body 
of people of the Church. I saw provisions also made for a big 
influx of people who at present do not belong to the Church, 
but who will gather in their tribulation . . . I saw inspira- 
tion given the elders whereby the quality, quantity, and kind 
of things to be stored were judged, which might not be at- 
tainable in this territory during the time of chaos . . fe 


The Cardston Temple will undoubtedly bea future haven for 
humble seekers-after-truth during calamitous times; but at pre- 
sent it stands as a site in which the miraculous gifts of the spirit 
are manifested—a sentinel for inspiration. 


Tagg. op. cit., pp. 148, 151, 152. Chapter 10 


CHAPTER X 


A HOLY HOUSE FOR THE LAMANITES — 
THE ARIZONA TEMPLE 


In the inspired dedicatory prayer of the Arizona Temple 
uttered by President Heber J. Grant on October 23rd, 1927, the 
following thought was expressed: 

“We now pray for the State of Arizona, in which this temple 
has been erected. We thank Thee for the splendid men and 
women who were pioneers of this land. We thank Thee for their 
courage and indomitable purpose, and their lofty ideals which 
sustained them amid hardships and privations. We are grateful 
that Thou didst bless the land in answer to their toil, and that the 
desert has been made to blossom as the rose.””! 

The many hardships and privations suffered by the original 
colonizers of Mesa, Arizona, the site of the present-day Arizona 
Temple, is aptly described by one Gentile writer: 


Mesa was founded by Latter-day Saints from Bear Lake 
County, Idaho, and Salt Lake County, Utah. The former left 
Paris, Idaho, September 14, 1877, were joined at Salt Lake 
City by the others and traveled the entire distance by wagon, 
using the Lee’s Ferry route, and coming over the forested 
country to Camp Verde. . . . 

The valley of the Verde proved a pleasant one, after the 
cold and hardship known on the plateau, though Christmas 
was spent in a snowstorm. Both humanity and the horses 
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needed rest. So camp was made at Beaver Head, a few miles 
from the river, while a scouting party went farther to spy out 
the land. . 

The scouts, within a few days, had covered about 125 
miles that lay between Beaver Head and Camp Utah. Their 
New Year dinner was taken with Jones, who extended them 
all welcome. It was proposed that the newcomers settle upon 
land adjoining that of the first party, but there was a 
likelihood of crowding in the relatively narrow river valley, 
and there were attractive possibilities lying along the remains 
of an ancient canal shown them by Jones. . . . 

Nothing short of Providential was considered the fin- 
ding of a canal, dug by a prehistoric people into the edge of 
the mesa, which it gradually surmounted. This canal, in all 
probability, had been cut more than 1000 years before. It 
could be traced from the river for twenty miles, maintaining 
an even gradient, possibly as good as could have been laid out 
with a modern level, and with a number of laterals that 
spread over a country about as extensively cultivated as at 
present . . . Theold canal was cleaned out for the necessities 
of the pioneers, at a cost of about $48,000, including the 
head, and afterward was enlarged. At the time, there was an 
estimate that its utilization saved at least $20,000 in cost of 
excavation. There were 123 miles of these ancient canals. 

This canal undertaking was a tremendous one, especial- 
ly in consideration of the fact that for the first five months the 
Mesa settlers available for work were only eighteen able- 
bodied men and boys. The brethren were hardly strong 
enough in manpower to have dug the canal had it not been for 
the old channel. A small stream was led to the townsite in Oc- 
tober, 1878, and in the same month building construction was 
begun. An early settler wrote: 

“We were about nine months in getting a small stream 
of water out at an expense of $43,000 in money and labor, so 
that we could plant gardens and set out some fruit trees. A 
man was allowed $1.50 and a man and team $3.00 per day 
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for labor. Our ditch ran through some formation that would 

slack up like lime; and as whole sections of it would slide, it 

kept us busy nearly all the time the following year enlarging 

and repairing the canal. Our labors only lessened as our 

numbers increased, and the banks became more solid, so that « 
today (1894) we have a good canal carrying about 7,000 in- 

ches of water.” 

It would appear that a tremendous amount of optimism, 
energy and self-reliance lay in the leaders of the small com- 
munity, in digging through the bank of a stubborn cliff, in 
throwing a rude dam across a great flood stream and in plan- 
ting their homes far out on a plain that bore little evidence of 
agricultural possibilities, beyond a growth of creosote bush, 
the Larrea Mexicana. There were easier places where 
settlements might have been made, at Lehi or Tempe, or upon 
the smaller streams, but there must have been a vision rather 
broader than that of the original immigrant, a vision that 
later has merged into reality far larger and richer than had 
been the dream.? 


The resultant accomplishments of that “vision that later has 
merged into reality” was the permanent establishment of Mesa 
and the ultimate erection of a House of the Lord. Divine interven- 
tion was obviously the determining factor that led the Mormon 
colonizers to that specific place where a canal which was con- 
structed by the inhabitants of ancient America would provide 
them with necessary water. Consequently, the courageous and 
industrious pioneers who settled in that inhospitable region in- 
deed made it “blossom as the rose.” 


Though by no means with exclusive population of the 
faith, Mesa, some eighteen miles east of Phoenix and in the 


2James H. McClintock, Mormon Settlement in Arizoma, pp. 
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Salt River Valley, today includes the largest organization of 
the Saints within Arizona and is the center of one of the most 
prosperous Stakes of the Church. It is beautifully located on a 
broad tableland, from which its Spanish name is derived, and 
is the center of one of the richest of farming communities. In 
general, the soil is of the best, without alkali, and its products 
cover almost anything that can be grown in the temperate or 
semi-tropic zones. 

At all times since its settlement, Mesa has prospered, but 
its prosperity has been especially notable since the develop- 
ment, a few years ago, of the Pima long: staple cotton. Nearly 
every landowner, and Mesa is a settlement of landowners, has 
prospered through this industry, though it has been affected 
by the post-war depression. The region is one of comfortable, 
spacious homes and of well-tilled farms, with less acreage to 
each holding than known elsewhere in the valley.> 


The same Gentile writer's above-mentioned observation per- 
taining to the gradual prosperity of Mesa Arizona since it was first 
settled by intrepid Mormon colonizers is naturally attributed to 
the landowners’ industry; yet the true prosperous development 
of Mesa is ascribable only to God who blessed “‘the land in answer 
to their toil.” It is apparent that God in His own profound wisdom 
preserved this portion of land for the construction of a temple 
unto Him. 

“To return to Utah for marriages and the services of the 
temple was often the dream of a lifetime. Such trips consumed 
many weeks by wagon, and even into the twentieth century, 
railroads, when available, offered connections to Utah only by 
way of San Francisco or Denver,”* . writes one Latter-day Saint 
concerning the long journeys made by the Mesa colonizers to the 
temples in Utah. These temple journeys, though long and ar- 


3McClintock, Jbid., p. 211. 
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duous, were, undoubtedly, major spiritual highlights in the lives 
of these pioneers who were delighted to leave that arid, in- 
hospitable wasteland where they resided to attend to vital temple 
ordinances for both the living and the dead. 


The temple idea in Arizona appears to date back to an 
assurance given about 1870 in St. George by Brigham 
Young. A prediction was made by Jesse N. Smith about 1882, 
to the effect that a temple, at some future day, would be reared 
on the site of Pima in Graham County. The first donation 
toward such an end was recorded January 24, 1887, in the 
name of Mrs. Helena Roseberry, a poor widow of Pima, who 
gave $5.00 toward the building of a temple in Arizona, han- 
ding the money to Apostle Moses Thatcher. This widow’s mite 
ever since has been held by the Church in Salt Lake. Possibly 
it has drawn good interest, for through the Church Presidency 
has come a donation of $200,000 to assure the end the widow 
had wished for. 

Another “‘nest egg.” the first contribution received 
directly for the Mesa edifice, came from another widow, Mrs. 
Amanda Hastings of Mesa, who, on behalf of herself and 
children, three years ago, gave the Stake presidency $15.00.° 


Many requests were made by the members of the Maricopa 
Stake to construct a holy sanctuary in Mesa or the immediate 
vicinity. President Heber J. Grant, accompanied by Elders 
George F. Richards and David O. McKay of the Council of the 
Twelve, attended the Maricopa Stake Conference on January 31st 
and February Ist, 1920, James W. Leseur, stake president, 
“reported the selection of the temple grounds and site by Presi- 
dent Grant and the committee who were here.”® | Approximate- 


5McClintock, op. cit., p. 223. 
6Liahona, The Elders’ Journal, Vol. 21, No. 22, April 22, 1928, 
p. 409. 
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ly four years later Andrew Jenson, assistant Church Historian, 
stated the following: “The site for a temple in Mesa, Arizona, was 
dedicated December 1, 1921, by President Heber J. Grant and is 
now in the course of construction. The corner stone will probably 
be laid next month.”’? After its completion three years later, 
the dedication ceremonies were held. 

In the Mesa Temple a number of heavenly manifestations 
occurred to the inspired wonderment of those who beheld them. 
Elder F. T. Pomeroy and his companions experienced such a 
wonderful manifestation which is recorded as follows: 


In the Pomeroy History, a footnote listed Richimir II as 
a descendant of Antenor, the King of Cimmerians, who lived 
on the Black Sea, so in setting them down in Temple Record, I 
have left several lines between the two names and records, and 
the baptisms had been done for each on the 18th day of 
September, 1923. 

Continuing my research, I wrote a second letter to Elisha 
Loomis, a professor of mathematics in the High School at 
Cleveland, Ohio, who was also a genealogist of national 
fame, and who had compiled and published the Loomis 
Genealogy, and had assisted in compiling the Pomeroy 
Ancestral Chart. I submitted to him some genealogy | had 
compiled, with some queries. On the back of one of the large 
sheets I had sent him, he wrote the following: “This will in- 
terest you.” 

He then set down my lines of ancestry, beginning with 
the father of Richimir II, Clodimir III who was my 49th great 
great parent, and continuing back with the parent, and 
sometimes parents, in each generation, giving the date of 
death where available, or living date of each name for 34 
generations, to “Antenor, the King of Cimmarians, who lived 
on the Black Sea, and who died 443 B. C.”’ 


™Maricopa Stake Historical Record, p. 209. 
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1 immediately transferred the names to my Temple 
Record and after some verifications by the Genealogical 
Society of Utah, which also had recently obtained a copy of 
this work, and sent them to the Salt Lake Temple, where they 
were baptized for on the 9th day of April, 1927. 

When the Arizona Temple was dedicated, I was called 
to the honorable position of Door Keeper, and was set apart 
with my wife, as officiators in the temple service. My brother, 
Talma E. Pomeroy, and his wife, were also called to the same 
labor. This gave us a wonderful opportunity to carry on the 
ordinance work for our extended and long ancestral line, most 
of them having been baptized for in the other temples of the 
church, 

The Pomeroy family responded nobly to the temple or- 
dinance work, and by November 2, 1927, we were ready for 
the sealing for time and all eternity as husband and wife, 
Richimir II and his wife, Nastilla. 

Long lines of pedigreed ancestry with proven data, 
necessary before the work could be done in the Temples, were 
rare in the Church; in fact, this line to Richimir II, and back to 
Antenor, who died in 443 B.C., was the most extended 
ancestral line yet presented to the temple. Naturally, many 
questioned its accuracy, and it was the subject of many wise- 
cracks, “there was no way of knowing these were real people 
or just simply a list of names.”’ I was satisfied in my own 
mind, since the authorities were given in the Pomeroy 
Ancestral Chart for every name back to 350 A. D. But now we 
had added an ancestral line running back 793 years farther, 
with Richimir Il as the “Key man.” 

Thad been praying that in some way a confirmation, or 
otherwise, might be manifested, that I might be assured that 
the work done in this line, and to be done, would not be in 
vain. 

I was officiating that day and was not prepared to act as 
proxy, and Brother Samuel Weston of Logan, Utah, and 


174 Temple Manifestations 


Sister Hayne of Douglas, Arizona, volunteered to stand as 
proxy for the royal couple. President James W. Leseur of- 
ficiated. I sat in a chair facing the door of the sealing room, 
acting as one of the witnesses. 

When the ceremony commenced my head was bowed in 
prayer. Suddenly I received the impression that something ex- 
traordinary was happening. I looked up and to my surprise 
and joy, | visualized standing just inside the door and gazing 
directly at me the dim form and smiling countenance of a per- 
sonage. He was tall and brawny. He had piercing eyes, and 
heavy eyebrows, and rather high cheek bones. The lower part 
of his face was covered by a grey beard which hung well down 
upon his breast. [ was impressed that he was the personage for 
whom the ceremony was being performed. I was nearly over- 
come, but said nothing about it at the time. After the 
ceremony Brother Weston asked for information concerning 
Richimir II, and I gave him such information as I had. 

I thought over and treasured the visitation, as one given 
to me, and intended to say nothing about it. The next morning 
Brother Weston came to me and said: “Brother Pomeroy, I 
expect you are wondering why I was so anxious to obtain in- 
formation concerning the man for whom I stood as proxy 
yesterday. | wanted to write about him in my diary, for they 
were present and witnessed the ceremony, for I felt their 
presence.” “I am glad to hear you say that,” I replied, “as I 
also know they were there, for I visualized his countenance 
and will know him when I meet him on the other side.” Sister 
Hayne testified to the same thing and President Leseur also 
testified he was impressed with their presence while the 
ceremony was in progress. This manifestation cleared up all 
of my misgivings and fears concerning this ancestral line, 
and since we have completed all of the ordinances of the 
Gospel for the entire line of 83 generations back, including the 
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father and mother of Antenor Aesyeges and Cleomaestra, his 
wife.® 


And Patriarch John F. Nash recalled other marvelous 
manifestations which transpired in the Arizona Temple: 


At the time when the first excursion came to the Arizona 
Temple from the St. Johns Stake, Brother Charlie Watson 
was Bishop’s counselor of Kimball Ward, this excursion go- 
ing to the Temple about two years after its construction, 1929. 
At that time I was taking the part of Peter in all of the 
sessions. Brother Watson came down to the desk after the ses- 
sion was through and said: ‘Brother Nash, I saw President 
Kimball today.”’ (Brother Kimball having died in 1924). 
“Well,” I said, ““couldn’t you have been mistaken?” He said, 
“T have seen President Kimball a thousand times and I would 
know him anywhere. I was sitting in a seat in the terrestrial 
room, waiting for my turn at the veil and looked up and saw 
President Kimball standing on the rostrum, with his arms 
folded, looking over the congregation. My first thought was 
President Kimball’s mantle had fallen on you because you 
were so closely associated with him, but I] saw you working at 
the veil. Brother Kimball was standing just as he used to 
stand in life, with arms folded, and he had such a pleasant ex- 
pression on his face. I looked around to see if anyone was 
noticing but none seemed to be paying any attention, and 
when I looked back President Kimball was gone.” 

The following occurrences happened a few weeks later: 
This incident was told to me by Brother William Follett. He 
said: “Brother Nash, I was sitting in the Creation Room to- 
day and there were two old men who were sitting beside me 
who began to talk very loud. I reached my hand over and 
touched one on the knee and at the same time I turned my eyes 


8Frank T. Pomeroy, “A Genealogical Development and 
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toward the rostrum, and there stood a Lamanite, a splendid 
specimen of manhood, clothed only with a loin cloth. He 
seemed to be looking over the congregation and the room in 
general. I wondered what it could mean. I looked to see if 
anybody else saw the same thing and when I looked back he 
was gone. 

“What do you think it meant, Brother Nash?” “Well,” 
I said, “It might possibly be this: This Temple is the Lamanite 
Temple. We have all the Lamanite records here and it was 
built especially for the purpose of Lamanites receiving their 
endowments here, whenever they are ready, and it might be 
possible that he was sent ahead to look over the building and 
the services that were being performed.” “Well,” he said, 
“Brother Nash, I believe you are right.”” 

On April 4, 1940, Brother Charlie Angel came to the 
Temple and stated that he had just lost his wife. He said: 
"Brother Nash, my wife did a lot of work for her people before 
she died, and I got the sealing record work ready and Brother 
Jones, a lady friend, and I went up into the sealing room and 
while we were sealing and I was acting as proxy, I looked in 
the corner of the room and there stood my wife, with the most 
beautiful expression on her face that I ever saw on a human 
being. I can scarcely hold back the tears when I think of it, 
and I told Brother Jones my experience and he said: ‘Your 
wife is perfectly satisfied with the work that you have done.’”® 


The history of the colonization of Mesa, Arizona, and the ul- 
timate erection of its magniticent temple can be best summarized 
with the following eloquent expression: 

“Out of a desert land made fertile and rich by the faith and 
industry of its far-seeing people, arose a holy temple sacred to the 
Lord, to bless and bring salvation to those who live there now, to 
those who have long since passed beyond and to those who are yet 
to come.”!° 


9N. B. Lundwall, Temples of the Most High, pp. 185, 186. 
1°Improvement Era, Vol. 39. April, 1936, p. 239. 


CHAPTER XI 


EPILOGUE: TEMPLES OF GOD 


“But the Lord is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep 
silence before him.”! 

The eloquent above-quoted words were uttered by the noble 
Old Testament Prophet, Habakkuk. Similarly, Malachi, the last 
of the Old Testament prophets expressed this profound thought: 
“Behold, . . . the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to 
his temple, . . . But who may abide the day of his coming? and 
who shall stand when he appeareth?’’? Undoubtedly, both 
Habakkuk and Malachi were aware of the fact that when the Lord 
manifested Himself in His holy house, then His faithful disciples, 
the members of His true Church, revered the event with worship- 
ful solemnity; and the inhabitants of the earth became mute with 
appalling dismay at this temple manifestation because they could 
not abide His glorious presence. Words, whether in a poet’s elo- 
quent expression or a sage’s profound thought, could never suf- 
ficiently describe the memorable event or special occasion when 
God manifests Himself in all His glory and majesty ina holy sanc- 
tuary. 

Orson Pratt, one of the Church’s foremost theologians anda 
member of the Council of the Twelve, delivered the following in- 
spired discourse in the Salt Lake Tabernacle on October 7th, 
1867, concerning temple manifestations: 


' Habakkuk 2:20. 
2Malachi 3:1. 


Temple Manifestations 


I will take this opportunity to express my gratitude and 
feelings of thanksgiving to the Almighty, that he has enabled 
this people to erect unto him so large a building in which they 
can assemble to worship his great and holy name. The Lord, 
in ancient days, when he constructed temples and tabernacles, 
did honor them by his presence. No doubt on some occasions 
his presence was made more manifest than on others. Often- 
times we read that the power and the glory of God, as 
manifested in His tabernacles and temples were so con- 
spicuous that the people could behold them with their natural 
eyes. | do not say that this was the case under all cir- 
cumstances, and in all houses that were built unto the name of 
the Lord. Many temples and houses were built on the 
American continent by the remnant of the House of Israel, to 
whom this land was given. It is not recorded whether the Lord 
manifested Himself in all these houses or not; but it is record- 
ed that at the temple which was built in the land Bountiful, in 
the northern part of South America, the Son of God, Himself, 
did show forth His power and His glory toa certain congrega- 
tion assembled in and around about the temple. Jesus, after 
His resurrection from the dead, was sent by his Father from 
the heavens to the American continent, to a congregation of 
two thousand and five hundred souls, men, women, and 
children, who were assembled together for the purpose of 
worshipping God the Father in the name of Jesus. Conse- 
quently God did respect this temple built on the American 
continent, as well as the great temple built by Solomon in the 
days of old. When Solomon had built the temple he spread 
forth his hands to the heavens, and prayed to the Father, in 
the presence of the congregation of Israel that was assembled, 
and the spirit of the Lord was poured out in such a wonderful 
manner that the people, through their faith, beheld the power 
and the glory of God as they were manifested in that temple. 
So it was in the days of Moses. When they journeyed in the 
wilderness, God commanded the Children of Israel to build a 
tabernacle. He gave them a pattern thereof. In that tabernacle 
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the Lord showed forth His power among Israel. It became visi- 
ble not only on the inside, but on the outside the glory of God 
was manifest and rested upon it. By this the Children of Israel 
knew that God was near unto them. They believed not, but the 
testimony manifested before their eyes gave them a knowledge 
that God was in the midst of their camp; . . . 

The question may arise, Will there be a time again when 
the glory of the Lord will be manifestly visible to and his voice 
heard by his people? I answer, yes. God has promised this in 
the last days. There is no doubt, as was said yesterday by 
Brother Kimball, that heavenly messengers hover around the 
congregation of the Saints here assembled. I have no doubt of 
this in my own mind, though I have not seen them and you 
may not have seen them; yet that God who has seen your 
labors und diligence in building a house to His name, has no 
doubt sent heavenly messengers to hover around us, to bluff 
off the powers of darkness, that seek to darken the minds of the 
people, and to close their hearts against understanding. The 
time will come when the faith of this people, the pure in heart, 
will be sufficiently great that when they build a house to the 
name of the Lord, and do not suffer any unclean thing to enter 
therein, that the Lord will come and grace it by His presence, 
as well as by the presence of His angels. That will be the time 
when the pure in heart, who enter into the house of God, will 
behold His face. O! what a grand, glorious, happy privilege 
that will be to the sons and daughters of the Most High, to 
behold the face of Him who created them before the founda- 
tion of the world! How great and glorious a privilege for the 
sons and daughters of God who are now shut out from His 
presence! For this cause the people of God are commanded at 
all times to build a house to His name, that He may reveal 
those ordinances devised by Him for the salvation of the 
children before the world was laid.’ 


37D 19:312-313. 
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Consequently, while “the whole world lieth in sin, and 
groaneth under darkness and under the bondage of sin’”* because 
the inhabitants thereof are shut out from the presence of God, 
the members of the true Church of Jesus Christ are specifically 
instructed to erect sacred structures so that God can manifest 
Himself therein and “reveal those ordinances devised by Him for 
the salvation of the children of men before the world was laid.” 
These temple ordinances are, according to the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, prerequisites to a saint’s ultimately obtaining a celestial 
throne: 


The declaration this morning is, that as soon as the Tem- 
ple and baptismal font are prepared, we calculate to give the 
Elders of Israel their washings and anointings, and attend to 
those last and more impressive ordinances, without which we 
cannot obtain celestial thrones. But there must be a holy place 
prepared for that purpose. There was a proclamation made 
during the time that the foundation of the Temple was laid to 
that effect, and there are provisions made until the work is 
completed, so that men may receive their endowments and be 
made kings and priests unto the Most High God, having 
nothing to do with temporal things, but their whole time will 
be taken up with things pertaining to the house of God. There 
must, however, be a place built expressly for that purpose, 
and for men to be baptized for their dead. It must be built in 
this the central place; for every man who wished to save his 
father, mother, brothers, sisters and friends, must go through 
himself, from baptism to ordination, washings and anoin- 
tings, and receive all the keys and powers of the Priesthood, 
the same as for himself.° 


In a sermon delivered during the dedication of the South- 
east Corner Stone of the Salt Lake Temple on April 6th, 1853, 


‘D&C 84:49, 
5DHC 6:319. 
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President Brigham Young elaborated upon the necessity of the 
endowment: 


The preparatory ordinances there administered, though 
accompanied by the ministration of angels, and the presence 
of the Lord Jesus, were but a faint similitude of the ordinances 
of the House of the Lord in their fullness; yet many, through 
the instigation of the devil, thought they had received all, and 
knew as much as God; they have apostatized, and gone to 
hell. But be assured, brethren, there are but few, VERY FEW 
of the Elders of Israel, now on earth, who know the MEAN- 
ING of the word ENDOWMENT. To know, they must ex- 
perience; and to expericence, a Temple must be built. 

Let me give you the definition in brief. Your EVDOW- 
MENT is to receive all those ordinances in the House of the 
Lord, which are necessary for you, after you have departed 
this life, to enable you to walk back to the presence of the 
Father, passing the angels who stand as sentinels, being 
enabled to give them the key words, the signs and tokens, per- 
taining to the Holy Priesthood, and gain your eternal exalta- 
tion in spite of earth and hell.® 


President Young was proficiently knowledgeable of the en- 
dowment and other ordinances since the Prophet Joseph en- 
trusted him with the great responsibility of “organizing and 
systematizing all these ceremonies” according to the revealed 


will of the Most High God: 


We went into the large room over the store in Nauvoo, 
Joseph Smith divided up the room the best that he could, 
. . . gave us our instructions as we passed along from one 
department to another, . . . And after we had got through, 
Brother Joseph turned to me and said, “Brother Brigham, 
this is not arranged right, but we have done the best we could 
under the circumstances in which we are placed, and I want 


®JD 2:31. 
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you to take this matter in hand and organize and systematize 
all these ceremonies. ...” I did so and each time I got 
something more so that when we went through the Temple at 
Nauvoo I understood and knew how to place them there." 


L. John Nuttall, a secretary to Brigham Young, testified that 
the latter was instrumental in correcting the procedural mode of 
administering the endowments: 

“Saturday, February 10, 1877. . . . I wrote on a mode of 
procedure to be observed in the giving of endowments also 
assisted by Bro. J. D. T. McAllister and A. H. Raleigh. By invita- 
tion we all ate supper at the house of Bro. Crane and spent the 
evening with President Young reading what we had written. He 
accepted and corrected the same.”* 

That the endowment ceremony has remained comparatively 
intact since it was first instituted in Nauvoo is evidenced by the 
firm testimony of one Bathsheba W. Smith: 


I was a resident of Nauvoo, State of Illinois, from 1840 
to 1846. I was married to George A. Smith July 25, 1841, 
Elder Don Carlos Smith performing the ceremony. Near the 
close of the year 1843, or in the beginning of the year 1844, I 
received the ordinance of anointing in a room in Sister Emma 
Smith’s house in Nauvoo, and the same day, in company with 
my husband, I received my endowment in the upper room over 
the Prophet Joseph Smith’s store. The endowments were given 
under the direction of the Prophet Joseph Smith, who 
afterwards gave us lectures or instructions in regard to the en- 
dowment ceremonies. There has been no change, to my certain 
knowledge, in these ceremonies. They are the same today as 


TL. John Nuttall Diary, Feb. 7, 1877. 
®[bid., Feb. 10, 1877. 
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they were then. 


Not only was Brigham Young intimately familiar with 
higher priesthood ordinances and temple endowments, but he en- 
visioned the appearances of future temples about a century prior 
to their ultimate constructions. One such temple was located in 
California: 


On August 7, 1847, from the Camp of Israel’s Pioneers 
in the Great Salt Lake Valley, the Council of the Twelve 
Apostles addressed an historic Epistle to the Saints in Califor- 
nia in which was predicted the construction of a Latter-day 
Saint temple 

“We have been driven from the inhabitants of men, and 
hurled, as it were, like a stone from a sling, and we have lodg- 
ed here in this goodly place, surrounded by a munition of 
rocks, just where the Lord wants his people to gather; and we 
say to you all, and to all the Saints in California, you are in a 
goodly land; and if you choose to tarry where you are at liber- 
ty, so do; and if you choose to come to this place you are at 
liberty to come, and we shall be happy to receive you and give 
you an inheritance in our midst; and if any emigrant should 
arrive upon your western shore, let no one discourage them 
from coming to this place, if they wish to do so; not that we 
wish to depopulate California of all the Saints, but that we 
wish to make this a stronghold, a rallying point, a more im- 
mediate gathering place than any other; and from hence let 
the work go out, AND IN THE PROCESS OF TIME THE 
SHORES OF THE PACIFIC MAY YET BE OVERLOOK- 
ED FROM THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD... . 
(Signed) Brigham Young and Willard Richards.'° 


9Blood Atonement and the Origin of Plural Marriage, Discus- 
sion Between R. C. Evansand Elder Joseph Fielding Smith, p. 
87. 


10The Pioneer, March-April 1953, Vol. 5, No. 4, pp. 19-21. 
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The Prophet Joseph Smith, Brigham Young, and their 
prophetic successors all envisioned the erection of holy temples 
prior to their literal physical constructions. Wilford Woodruff 
announced that in a day future to him he visualized 
“Temples . . . all over this land of Joseph,—North and South 
America—and also in Europe and elsewhere;...”" The 
Latter-day Saints and their prophets, like Israel of olden times 
and her ancient prophets, are endeavoring to build many holy 
sanctuaries and sacred edifices unto the Most High God, 
Scattered like the children of Israel of ancient times, faithful 
members of the Mormon Church construct temples on the face of 
the earth wherever they might settle. 

One specific ordinance which will always be performed in 
the temples of God is baptism for the dead. The Prophet Joseph 
Smith stated the following concerning this essential ordinance: 


It is for the same purpose that God gathers together His 
people in the last days, to build unto the Lord a house to 
prepare them for the ordinances and endowments, washings 
and anointings, etc. One of the ordinances of the house of the 
Lord is baptism for the dead. God decreed before the founda- 
tion of the world that that ordinance should be administered 
in a font prepared for that purpose in the house of the 


Lord... « 
If aman gets a fullness of the priesthood of God he has to 


get it in the same way that Jesus Christ obtained it, and that 
was by keeping all the commandments and obeying all the or- 
dinances of the house of the Lord. 

Where there is no change of priesthood, there is no 
change of ordinances, says Paul, if God has not changed the 


ordinances and the priesthood. . . .!? 


However, the Prophet Joseph did not restrict vicarious work 
for the dead solely to the performance of baptism on their behalf. 


JD 19:230. 
"Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 308. 
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The faithful living must administer all temple ordinances in- 
cluding the endowment for their deceased kindred. 


There are mansions for those who obey a celestial law, 
and there are other mansions for those who come short of the 
law, every man in his own order. There is baptism for those to 
exercise who are alive, and baptism for the dead who die 
without the knowledge of the Gospel. 

1 am going on in my progress for eternal life. It is not 
only necessary that you should be baptized for your dead, but 
you will have to go through all the ordinances for them, the 
same as you have gone through to save yourselves. There will 
be 144,000 saviors on Mount Zion, and with them an in- 
numerable host that no man can number. Oh! I beseech you to 
go forward, go forward and make your calling and your elec- 
tion sure; and if any man preach any other Gospel than that 
which I have preached, he shall be cursed; and some of you 
who now hear me shall see it, and know that 1 testify the truth 
concerning them." 

In conclusion, the immortal words of President Brigham 
Young—"‘God requires his servants to build Him a house that He 
can come to, and where He can make known His will” —-throb 
in the hearts of all humble Latter-day Saints who are truly 
desirous of beholding the glory and majesty of the Lord in 
wonderful temple manifestations. 


8 ]bid., pp. 366-369. 
4D 10:252. 


Why Does God Require 
His People to Build Temples? 


What Constitutes Temple Work 
in the Salvation for the Dead? 


Are Spirit World Inhabitants Aware 
of the Work Being Performe for Them? 


“The temples, the houses of our God, when acceptably 
dedicated, become to us the gates of heaven. They are esteemed 
most holy unto the Lord of all places upon the earth, therein the 
faithful approach nearest unto God, and obtain the greatest 
fellowship and inspiration of His Holy Spirit.” 


These words, spoken by Franklin D. Richards of the Quorum of the 
Twelve, typify the often-reiterated Latter-day Saint belief that the Savior, 


the hosts of heaven, and beings from the spirit world only manifest — 
themselves in specifically designated sanctuaries, namely, the holy | 


temples, And President Wilford Woodruff, in speaki ng | to the workmen com- 
pleting the Salt Lake Temple in the forepart of 1893, said that fH dedication 
of the Temple on April 6, 1893 was shown him in vision fifty years earlier in. 
the city of Boston. He went on to say that the laborers working on the Tem- 
ple were foreordained in the pre-existent world to perform this work. 
Since the inception of the Church in 1830, all faithful recipients of the 
Restored Gospel have been engaged in temple- building endeavors from 
the Kirtland Temple to the current construction of the Washington, D. Cc, 
Temple. All knowledgable Latter-day Saints are fully aware of the impor- 
tance of temples and the administration of temple ordinances for both the 
living and the dead. Consequently, it has been a constant desire among 
Mormons to erect holy houses unto the Most High. God so that heavenly 
‘personages can reveal themselves to mortals in wonderful temple 
manifestations. 
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